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“ON KNOWING THE BEGINNING OF
CREATION AND THE FIRST THING
ALLAH CREATED”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal (Upon Him is the Preference of Allah and His Mercy) said, “I read to Abu Abdullah
(Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq) (Upon Us is His Peace and Mercy), ‘Say: Travel through the earth and see
how Allah did originate creation; so will Allah produce a later creation: for Allah has power over all
things. He punishes whom He pleases, and He grants Mercy to whom He pleases, and towards Him
are ye turned.””

He said, “O Mufaddal, if the people knew the origin of creation, no two people would differ in
religion!”

1 said, “My Master and my Lord, I have no knowledge except that which you have taught me, so
explain it to me.”

He said, “It is self-explained in the verse, but most people do not comprehend. And of the people
are those who say that the rewards and punishments are in this world because of Allah’s saying, ‘He
punishes whom He pleases, and He grants Mercy to whom He pleases, and towards Him are ye
turned.” Did you not know that punishment and mercy are before they are gathered and before they
are turned, and that occurs in this world through incarnations into human forms and animal forms
and different forms and then they are turned towards Him?”

1 said, “My Master spoke the truth. Its punishment is not except in this day.”

He (the Imam,) looked to Ibn Thubyan and said, “O Yunus! What do the people of Kufa say about
the start of creation?”

He said, “They say that Allah created Iblis (Satan) before Adam.”

He (the Imam) said, “Allah is the Helper against what they say, they have lied upon Allah by
saying that. Verily Allah, the High, the Magnificent, created light before darkness! He created good
before evil, He created Paradise before Hell, He created mercy before punishment, He created the
ghosts before the souls, He created the souls before the bodies, He created the bodies before death,
He created death before dissolution, He created dissolution before the incarnations, He created the
incarnations before the resurrection, He created the resurrection before the dissemination, He
created the dissemination before retribution, He created retribution before regret, He created regret
before the gathering and He created the gathering before the Earth appeared to be a different Earth
and the Heavens, and Allah, the One, the Conqueror emerged.”

1 said, “O Master, what is the first thing that Allah created?”

He said, “The first thing Allah created was shadowy light.”

I said, “And what did He create it from?”

He said, “He created it from His will and then He split it. Did you not hear Allah, the High, the
Magnificent’s words, ‘Have you not seen how your Lord spread the shadow? If He willed, He could
have made it still, then We have made the sun its guide/proof upon it. We then gradually withdraw
it towards Us’?* He created it before He created water and Earth and the throne.”

I said, “In what image?”

! The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 29, Verses 20-21
% The Holy Quran, Chapter 25, Verses 45-46



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

z @2 oo frs so - Py f . 0% . b ai e e
}A.U‘ ‘&u—\\wd‘)ﬁbu@‘)Y\dbﬂy»%)}MWL«‘GA}J‘M@‘&CC)L&
P b P Y4 ol v w/)‘ [

Dl s it o oy ol o oy 8 PN O AV AN
:J6

do Y (V50 s I8l G OV ) Lo G ool Tz A de J Joade |
o ol ey .o,uwuﬂu\;ﬁﬁ, AN G 5 e ] 10 ¢ o b e Lo VL

oF e Ll (o, iy oL s ol or Sl B Ll G Sy Sl 01Uk

W o oy oSl Ty 35l G Ll 0 3 Vi s 1y 22 OF 16 a1y Ol

By oLL o) A (: :JB ¢lds Lf')iL} Y e b (g Buo 1B O play
B ) szl 33,0 sl dyi bo iy b

O 15 A e 1558 e 50 b Jo Ol s JB a3l (3 eth) 3l 1 0] 0953
a1 Gy U 15 1k sley 2l 3 L ley ) 15 500 e Ly Sloee i
(ol 3 Ol By ) 13 AW Blay 1 U8 ALV Gley el 13
08 2Ll ey Al 15 LA By ST 8 Sl Gl oLl 5 ol gl
oy 2l 8 Bl Blay a3 ooladl Bey cpoladl 152l Glay 2l
W) a1 15 clsladly (2, e 2, s of 18 2l

R IR ) A 9 PR L PN [ PR L S PPN
Qi1 e S 2y 3) 7 D sy tlos 4 Coaet Wl vt @ aititin o ailo 1 Suls

3 O 3 oo s S gt L () o3 7 mww\w,ﬂ{uw;u;j
deﬁ L..S‘L;CC"[’ .L’L(/o} Lfd)\) s-\.a



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

He said, “In His image, then He split it into many shadows. And so the shadows looked at each
other and they saw themselves and they knew that they were after they were not, and that is as much
information as they were inspired with and they were not inspired with anything of good or evil
except for that. Then Allah disciplined them.”

I said, “How did He discipline them?”

He said, “He glorified Himself and they glorified Him, He thanked Himself and they thanked
Him, He verified Himself so they verified Him. And if it wasn’t for that, they would not know He
was their Lord and would not know how to commend or thank Him and would not know how to
speak or how to live.” Then he said, “They understood speech from Allah.” Then my Master read,
“The nature (framed) of Allah, in which He hath created man. There is no altering (the laws of)
Allah’s creation. That is the right religion, but most men know not.” Then be said, “And the
shadows continued praising Allah and remained under the guardianship of Allah for 7,000 years. So
Allah thanked this. Then He created from its praises the seventh Heaven, then He created the ghosts
from the praises of the shadows and He made them shadows, and He created out of His self-praises
the highest veil.” Then my Master read, “It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak
to him except through revelation, or from behind a veil.” Meaning, the ghosts that were created from
the praises of the seven shadows. As for the Almighty’s saying, ‘or from behind a veil,” it means the
ghosts that were created from the seven shadows. As for His saying, ‘or from behind a veil,” it means
the ghosts who were created from the shadows. Then Allah created for them the seventh Paradise
from the seventh Heaven.” Then he said, “There is the Paradise of shelter and it is the highest of
Paradises. Then He created the first Adam and took the Covenant upon him and his offspring. Then
Allah Almighty said, “Who is your Lord?” And they responded saying, ‘Glory is Yours, we have no
knowledge except what You have taught us!™ So the veil which He created from His self-praise said
and informed them, and the first veil was the most informed of them and from here it became
incumbent that there be a Hujjat (Proof) upon creation.

Then Allah said to them, ‘Do you know that I am your Lord, Most High? How easy it is for me
to create others like you and you cannot create anything.” They responded, ‘Yes our Lord!” and that
was the Covenant He took upon them and Allah, Most High and Most Blessed, created seven Adams
in the same manner. And He created for every Adam a Heaven and a Paradise as I have described to
you. And He made the first to respond to the Covenant the first Adam, and then the second, one
after the other, then He preferred the first over the second.” Then he recited, “‘And those foremost
will be foremost. These will be those nearest to Allah.”> And He created the second light better than
the third light and He created the shadows from His will into what He wants. Then He disciplined
them as He disciplined the first. Then He created for them the second Heaven and second Paradise.
He said, “Tell me the names of these if ye are right.” They said, “‘We have no knowledge except what

You have taught us!” Then He said to the second veil, “Tell them their names,’ so he told them their

* The Holy Quran, Chapter 30, Verse 30
* The Holy Quran, Chapter 2, Verse 32
5 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 56, Verses 10-11
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

their names and he told them of that which they were created from, and what the Heavens and
Paradise and the shadows and ghosts were created from. And He took the Covenant upon the
inhabitants of the first Heaven for the first veil, and a Covenant upon the inhabitants of the second
Heaven for the second veil.” Then my Master read, ““And remember We took your covenant and
We raised above you the Toor.” The Toor is the first veil. As for the Almighty’s saying, ‘Hold firmly
to what We have given you,” that is the knowing of the testimony.

So what was between Heaven to Heaven became him, and the second veil became the
representative of Allah Almighty when he rose to the seventh Heaven, and also if the Lord came
down to the second and fourth Heaven, it was to discipline them. And it was from this that the veil
became a Hujjat (Proof) upon the inhabitants of the seventh Heaven, and it is the first of the veils,
and the Heavens became doors.” Then be recited, ““Enter houses through the proper doors.” Then
He created the second light as He created the first light, and the second light is from the shadows,
ghosts, spirits, Heaven and Paradise. And He created the third veil and its head the same as the second
veil’s head, and He took the Covenant upon them for it and told them as He told the inhabitants of
the second Heaven. And the third Adam responded the same as the second Adam had responded, as
I have read to you of the light and shadows and ghosts and other than that of disciplines. And Allah
created the fourth and fifth and sixth and seventh lights in the same manner as I have read to you.”
Then be said, “ And the sacred months in which no one is allowed to be a shortcomer in.”

1 said, “How many are the sacred months?”

He said, “Four.”

I said, “How did they become sacred?”

He said, “Because the first veil is closer to Allah than the second veil, and the second veil is closer
than the third veil, all the way to the seventh. As such are the ghosts and shadows and spirits. Then
He created the fifth light as I have explained to you. Then He created the sixth light in the same
manner as what was mentioned before, and He created the fifth light from His command and the
sixth from His understanding. Then He created the seventh light and commanded it and prohibited
it.” And be said, “The weakest of them is the seventh, meaning it is the least of them in light and the
highest in faith and the most delicate in certitude, except that Allah created them in the likeness of
the first of the shadows and ghosts, and He made the veil a Hujjat (Proof) upon them. And all of
those, the first of them is a Hujjat (Proof) upon the last of them, one after the other, and all of them
have witnessed the Lord and He showed them the creation of the Heavens, all of it from seven lights.
And He made each light ahead of and better than the other due to it being before, and He made the
span of that 50,000 years. So praises due to Allah, the greatest of Creators, and He is sufficient for us
and the best Disposer of affairs, He is the best Guardian and the best Victor.”

¢ The Holy Quran, Chapter 2, Verse 63
7 The Holy Quran, Chapter 2, Verse 63
8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 189
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DOOR TWO

"ON KNOWING THE REASONING BEHIND THE
SHADOWS, GHOSTS AND SPIRITS, AND HOW
HE DISCIPLINED THEM AND HOW HE MADE

HIMSELF KNOWN TO THEM”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Abu Abdullab said, “Then Allah created in every Heaven a Paradise, and in every Paradise a
fountain called Salsabila.” Then be recited, “A fountain there, called Salsabila.” And be said, “They
are seven Paradises and seven fountains. And every Heaven encompassed its inhabitants and became
homelands for them that are suitable for them, because Allah created their works from the seven
fountains thatare in the Paradises. For it was created from the sciences/knowledge of its people. Then
Allah dipped the shadows and ghosts into the fountains and made for the inhabitants of each Heaven
a light in His fountain, and they became spirits in the bodies.” And he said, “They were called
‘shadows’ because they were shadows in the shade of the light of Allah, and they were called ‘ghosts’
because they are the essence of Allah, and they were called ‘spirits/souls’ because they found rest in
knowing Allah, and Heaven was called ‘Heaven’ because Allah named it out of their works and He
raised it.

Then Allah created in seven days for every Heaven a day. Then Allah made incumbent upon each
Heaven a kind of glorification and praise. And He made a door for each Heaven and made the veils
His Messengers to the inhabitants of every Heaven. And He praised Himself so they praised Him
and He glorified Himself so they glorified Him and He cheered Himself and they cheered Him. So
He stayed as such, as I told you, disciplining them so that He could take the Hujjar (Proof) upon
them.

Then He created the spirits as bodies from His light and He made every light in a Heaven in limits.
And every spirit/soul of light has a body made of light, so if the light body rises to Heaven it wears of
the bodies a body that it prefers, and a light veil is made for it. And if Allah descends to the Heaven
He wears the veil of that Heaven, and His veil is of light unlike the spirits/souls whose bodies are of
light.

And He only appears to His creation in this way in order to discipline them so that they
understand from Him what He says, because a thing doesn’t understand except whatis in their image
and species.” Then my Master read, ““The character-imprint of Allah, and who imprints a better
character than Allah, and we serve Him."* So He remained as I told you, disciplining them and
speaking with them about how He created them and how their beginning was and of what they were
created. So when they knew all this, He spoke to the inhabitants of every Heaven about how He

creates the dark bodies and how He creates the devils.”

? The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 76, Verse 18
0 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 138

11
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DOOR THREE

“ON KNOWING THE CYCLES AND ROUNDS
AND INCARNATIONS IN HUMAN FORM”



U

S D B
U



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

My Master said, “So when they finally understood that, He spoke with the inhabitants of every
Heaven about how He creates the dark bodies and about how He creates the devils, and how He
causes them to incarnate and installs them, and how He created the night as a home for them.” Then
my Master recited, ““He causes the dawn to break; and He has made the night a home, and the sun
and the moon for reckoning, this is an arrangement of the Mighty, the Knowing.”"! That was so He
could teach them how the night was made a home, and how He created for them a sun and day and
moon and night, and how faith is what’s hidden and disbelief is what’s apparent, and how Allah loves
to be worshiped secretly and openly. And [so He could teach them] how they are torn and killed,
until there was not a thing left in this world except that He told them about it and made them know
it, and how they make mistakes and how they fall into error and how they disobey, and whoever
disobeys in anything is returned and whoever obeys in anything goes into Naskh'?, and how He
caused the seven cycles.” Abu Abdullab said, “So He disciplined them and made them know pain
and what troubles would befall them, and He showed them all this so He would have the Hujjar
(Proof) over them.

Then He created the twelve cycles and He determined five cycles for their creation until He
created for them the bodies of clay, and every cycle was 50,000 years. And there remained seven cycles
and of these seven cycles was the cycle of light bodies. And six cycles belong to His enemies until they
return to what they initially were.” Then Abu Abdullab recited, “Just as We produce the first creation,
so shall We return it back, a promise We have undertaken: truly shall We fulfill it.”** Then my Master
Abu Abdullah said, “O Mufaddal, what do the people of Kufa say about the length span of this
world?”

1 said, “They say, it is 7,000 years.”

He said, “They say, it is 7,000 years!” My Master said, “May Allah put them to shame! They are
not describing the Kingdom of the Most High, Allah, except with their ignorance! They limited His
ability, damn them and upon them is the curse of Allah! What do they say about the Hereafter, O
Mufaddal?”

I said, “My Lord, they say it is forever, never-ending.”

He said, “They lie and are ignorant of Allah’s command. Verily, Allah, the Almighty, does not
create anything except that He knows its beginning and end. How could the matter of the Hereafter,
its purpose and its end, be hidden from Him? He knows best and understands best and is greater
than for anything to be hidden from Him on Earth or in the Heavens, or in Paradise or in Hell,
including the time of its beginning and its end. Did you not hear Allah, the Almighty’s words, “Those
who are wretched shall be in the Fire; There will be for them therein (nothing but) the heaving of

sighs and sobs. They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure except

" The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 96

12 An Arabic term referred to in some narrations as reincarnations in human form. It literally also means ‘copy’, in reference to a copy
of a soul or creature.

13 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 21, Verse 104
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

as thy Lord willeth: for thy Lord is the (sure) accomplisher of what He planneth.”’* How can they
deny this ability? The ability of Allah, the Majestic, was shown in everything that He willed. He is

not asked about what He does and they are asked.”

Y The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verses 106-107
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DOOR FOUR

“ON KNOWING THE DISOBEDIENCE OF
CREATION, THE REASONS FOR IT
AND HOW THEY FORGOT
WHAT THEY WERE REMINDED OF”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “My Master Abu Abdullah said, ‘Allah completed all that in the length of
50,000 years.””

Then he (Imam Al-Sadig) said, “He created His creation from light and it was the weakest of
them in self. Then the Almighty said, “‘We have allowed you to descend to Earth.” “That He might
try you [as to] which of you is the best in deeds.”” Then He said, ‘For every one of you who is
disobedient, I created for him an enemy from his disobedience.”” He said, “So they all looked at one
another and they said to the weakest of them in certitude, ‘Let us go to our Leader and obey Him in
His Heavens and we do not need to descend to Earth.’

So when they said that, and they did not know that was, in fact, an act of disobedience in response
to Allah Almighty, they gathered to Him and Allah Almighty was visible to them, they could see
Him with the sight of the eye. And they said, ‘Our God and Master and Lord! You told us that You
will make us abide on Earth and that You will test us on Earth and create out of our disobedience an
enemy for us. You have the will in Your commands and b:da 2 in Your actions. Do not make us
descend to Earth and leave us in Heaven thanking and praising and worshiping You.” He said, ‘You
have just disobeyed me by objecting to My saying. Did you not say: O God, You are more
knowledgeable and we have no knowledge. We have submitted to Your command and have followed
what pleases You?” He said, ‘I was thankful for what you said, but you have responded back to My
saying and command.’

So He created from their disobedience a veil and He veiled Himself from them with it. And He
created for each one of them seven bodies that they reincarnate in, then they are turned to other than
that.” He (the Imam) said, “So they then knew that they had made a mistake and wronged their own
selves and lost the Covenant that Allah had taken upon them not to disobey Him.” Then Abu
Abdullab recited, “They forgot a portion of that of which they were reminded. So We caused among
them animosity and hatred until the Day of Resurrection.” Then be recited, “If they had done what
they were told, it would have been better for them, and would have strengthened their (faith). And
indeed We would have bestowed upon them a great reward from Ourselves. And indeed We would
have guided them to the Straight Path.”®® Then be read, “‘ And whoso obeys Allah and the Messenger,
then they will be in the company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace of the Prophets,
the truthful, the martyrs and the righteous. And how excellent these companions are! Such is the
bounty from Allah and Allah is Sufficient as All-Knower.””” Meaning, [All-Knower] of what you
concealed in your hearts of objecting to Allah, the Almighty. Then He confirmed this and warned
the believers by saying, ‘O you who believe! Take your precautions.’® It means, [take your
precautions] from the likes of this speech and from responding back to Allah, the Almighty.” He
said, “And Allah veiled Himself from them so they regretted what they had missed. And they went

15 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verse 7

1¢The Arabic term bida ‘a refers to a change in divine decree.
7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 5, Verse 14

'8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verses 66-68

¥ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verses 69-70

2 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verse 71
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

forth circulating/roaming around with this veil for 7,000 years in regret over what they had said, and
sorry about what they missed from seeing Him and His knowledge and being deprived from looking
at Him and the sweetness of His speech, and they used to talk about the sweetness of that which has
no end to it. So when they lost that comfort/restfulness, they became lonely and remained confused
not being guided in their matter in what they do, and they were caught up with grief and regret. And

peace (i.e. theend).”
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DOOR FIVE

“ON KNOWING THE SENDING FORTH
OF MESSENGERS TO CREATION”
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Abu Abdullab said, “So when they became confused in their matters and were shocked and
became regretful, their Lord had mercy on them. So He sent to them the Messengers, and the first
that came to them from the Messengers was Mohammed (PBUH & His Family), the Head of the
Prophets and the last of the Messengers in the old age, and his speech was in the shadows and ghosts
and the spirit and the spirits. And that is why the Prince of the Believers (PBUH) said, “With us the
matter began and with us it shall end.” And that is that the Messenger of Allah and the Prince of the
Believers were in His image as the shadows were, and they were a name upon the ghosts and spirits.
After that He spoke to them by the veil, and the Messenger of Allah (PBUH & His Family) was the
first of the ghost veils, then in the spirit veil, then in the body when Allah created for them the flesh-
blood bodies.”

1 said to our Master Al-Sadiq, “What did Allah create from their disobedience?”

He said, “That speech which Iblis (Satan) is on.”
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DOOR SIX

“ON KNOWING IBLIS (SATAN)
AND WHAT HE CREATED HIM FROM”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Abu Abdullab said, “Allah Almighty created the spirit without a body and created Iblis (Satan)
from the disobedience of the believers and their trespasses and their mistakes. So when He created
him, he looked towards the Heavens above him and he was standing and the Lord was veiled, and
the light-spirits differed in the bodies and they lit up bright. And the accursed did not know the
beginning of creation nor did he know what they were created of, and he was not a witness to it as
the ones before him were, and he was not told anything of it, and he was not disciplined as the
believers were disciplined.” Then Abu Abdullah recited, “‘1 called them not to witness the creation of
the heavens and the earth, nor (even) their own creation. It is not for Me to take as supporters those
who lead astray.”*! And by that He meant the letter of speech. Iblis and his offspring witnessed the
creation of the Earths. ‘It is not for Me to take as supporters those who lead astray.” Verily, Allah
created Iblis for every rebellious tyrant.” Then he said, “O Mufaddal, do you know why Iblis
disobeyed?”

I said, “No, my Master.”

He said, “Iblis and his offspring are ignorant. They were created from ignorance and disobedience
so they never obey Allah and do not know the path to guidance, and they follow the ways of
temptations and approach it. So they were returned and did not abstain. And He created the believers
from the spirit of life, for if they doubt they return back and if they become ignorant they stop until
they know, and if they disobey they seek forgiveness. And the deliberate disobedience of the believer
does not last, rather he disobeys and he fears Him.”

I said, “My Master, from what aspect was the Lord not known?”
He (PBUH) said, “In regards to the different veils. This door is finished, and peace.”

2 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 18, Verse 51
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DOOR SEVEN

“ON KNOWING THE DEVILS AND
HOW THEY BECAME DEMONS"
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Abu Abdullab said, “Verily, when Iblis was created he looked at the creation of the believers and
did not know they were believers, so he saw them as standing bodies. So he said to himself, ‘T am
better than them and those.’

So when he became a ghost in the dark creation, he objected to that. And he said, ‘How can that
be when I am better than those people that were created as bodies? I run in their bodies and they
cannot run in me.” So he and his offspring went forth entering into bodies that contain no spirit. So
he said, “We are better than those, we deceive them, we own them and they do not own us, and we
enter in their bodies and they do not enter into our bodies. How have they been pertained to light
while we are pertained to darkness?” So he and his offspring decided upon enmity towards the
believers. And in those times he was not called Iblis.” And Abu Abdullab said, “No different Heaven
and in proportion to the shadows, and ghosts and spirits.”> So when he (Iblis) and his offspring
decided upon enmity towards the believers, Allah sent Mohammed (From Him is Peace) to the
Prophets and believers as lights. And He had made them inhabit the worldly Heaven and He singled
out His creatures, the inhabitants of the worldly Heavens. So Allah strengthened them with
Mohammed to guide them. And Allah said, ‘O Mohammed, go down to them then warn them about
Iblis and his seed, for they have concealed their enmity towards the believers.’

And we bring forth to the believers that they do not tell Iblis about their creation nor what they
have been created of. And He ordered them to secrecy and it was from here that you were ordered to
secrecy. And it is the test of obedience and disobedience because tagiyya (concealment) is my religion
and the religion of my Fathers and Grandfathers, and whoever does not have concealment has no
faith. Allah said to the believers as He was disciplining them, ‘I shall create for you an enemy and he
will disobey Me along with his seed, and I shall punish them in this world and the Hereafter.” As for
this world it will be in Maskh?® and in the Hereafter, it will be the Hellfire!” Then be recited, “‘ And
indeed We will make them taste the smaller punishment prior to the supreme punishment in order
that they may (repent and) return.’*

And Allah, Mighty is the Speaker, said to the believers, ‘I am not unjust and I do not wrong
anyone of My creation, I do not punish anyone except by their own sins.” And I want to take upon
them the Covenant of Allah and His pledge that He created them and He sustains them and they
are brought to life and caused to die by His power and authority that Allah has given them, and
upon this Covenant and pledge He gave them this ability.” Then he recited, ““And remember We
took your covenant and We raised above you the Toor. Hold firmly to what We have given you and
bring (ever) to remembrance what is therein: Perchance ye may fear Allah.’* And the Almighty said,
‘And remember We took from the prophets their covenant: As (We did) from thee, and Noah, and

Abraham, and Moses and Jesus son of Mary. We took from them a solemn covenant. That (Allah)

> The meaning of this sentence appears to be unclear and the sentence seems to be structurally incomplete. However, this is how it
appears within the Arabic text.

# Reincarnation into an animal or such lowly things

2 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 32, Verse 21

» The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 63
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may question the (custodians) of Truth concerning the Truth they (were charged with): And He has
prepared for the Unbelievers a grievous penalty.””*® Al-Sadiq said, “As such concealment entered
into the Covenant that He took upon the Prophets and Vicegerents.” Then be said, “Conceal this
and keep it secret, due to what He knew was in the hearts of the enemies.”

S0 I said, “How did He make them swear [to the Covenant]?”

Hesaid, “He made the Prophets swear by Allah, and the Vicegerents swear by Allah, and He made
the believers swear by Allah, the Great. And He made them swear to this Covenant upon knowing
and the shadows and the ghosts and the bodies after the swear of the great Covenant in the

Almighty’s saying, “We took from you a solemn covenant.”” And peace and all praises due to Allah,
Lord of the Worlds.”

% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 33, Verses 7-8
7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verse 21
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DOOR EIGHT

"ON KNOWING HOW WE BROUGHT
FROM EVERY NATION A WITNESS,
AND WE BROUGHT YOU AS A
WITNESS UPON THEM”
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Abu Abdullah said, “Then Allah gathered the spirits/souls of all the Prophets and Vicegerents
and believers, and He wrote upon them a Book. And He made Mohammed (PBUH & His Family)
a witness upon it, and on that day there was no other witness but Mohammed. And He wrote in a
tablet of light and He stamped it and safeguarded the tablet in the marquees of His throne.” Then
Abu Abdullab recited, ““How then if We brought from each people a witness.””® Do you know how
this verse came down?”

I said, “No.”

He said, “This verse came down concerning Adam over his descendants, and every Messenger,
and We brought you, O Mohammed, as a witness over all the children of Adam.” Then he recited His
saying, “‘And establish the testimony for Allah. Thatis instructed to whoever should believe in Allah
and the Last day,” and the shadows and ghosts and spirits/souls.”

I said, “O my Master, the people of Kufa read the verse differently than how you read it and they
claim that this testimony is concerning women and divorce.”

He said, “Woe to them! They are ignorant of [the meaning of] the verse because they placed it in
other than the place that Allah put it in, and they preferred the men and women so they have
disbelieved and disobeyed. Did Allah, the Almighty, not say, ‘And establish the testimony for
Allah?”

I said, “O my Master, and which is the verse that concerns the matter of women and divorce?”

He said, “Itis, “The witnesses should not refuse when they are called on (for evidence).””*° And he
said, ““That is more just in the sight of Allah and stronger as evidence.”" And the Almighty said,
“Who is more unjust than those who conceal the testimony they have.” And the Almighty said, ‘For

whoever conceals it, his heart is tainted with sin. And Allah Knoweth all that ye do.”*

2 The Holy Quran, Chapter 4, Verse 41
» The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 65, Verse 2
3 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 282
3 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 282
32 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 140
3 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 283
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DOOR NINE

“ON KNOWING THE ESOTERIC MEANING
OF TESTIMONY AND THE CONTRACT
OF TESTIMONY OF THE BELIEVERS"
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said to my Master Al-Sadiq (PBUH), “What do you say about the nasibi **
man who marries a believing woman?””

He (PBUH) said, “If his nasb (hatred for the Ahlul-Bayt) becomes apparent to her, she disobeys
him and says to him, ‘Divorce me!” Then she calls upon me to testify for her, and I will testify that
for her.”

I said, “And do I testify for her?”

He replied, “There is no protection for the disbeliever in regards to the believer.”

1 said, “And how can I testify and Allah says, ‘Except he who has witnessed with truth and they
know,” while I have no knowledge of that?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “On the contrary, you do know. Did you not know that Allah took
a Covenant upon you that the believer testify for his believing brother if it was an issue regarding
chastity, and he must be virtuous and truthful in what he testifies? And that is because the believer
testifying to the faith of his brother is greater than all that, it is a right and duty upon the brother
towards his believing brother. And it is because of that that Allah described to the believers when He
was disciplining them in the shadows everything that was to befall them from the enemies in this
world, and He informed them of the dominance of the enemies over them. So He commanded them
to bear testimony for one another in that which has their salvation from the enemies and their well-
being in life. That is indeed a rightful duty upon them to do, and what right is greater than this right

that separates between the #a4sib7 and a believing woman. The end and peace.”

** A nasibi is a person who holds hatred in their heart towards the Ahlul-Bayt.
3 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 43, Verse 86
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DOOR TEN

“ON KNOWING THE RESEMBLANCE OF
PEOPLE IN ANIMALS AND ANIMALS
IN PEOPLE IN MASKH AND
How IT CAME TO BE’
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I said, “What were Iblis and his seed created from?”

Abu Abdullab said, “ Allah created Iblis and his seed from fire.”

I said, “What were Adam and his seed created from?”

Hesaid, “They were created from light and the shadows and the ghosts and spirits/souls, and their
bodies were created from clay. So when Allah took the Covenant upon Adam and his seed, He, the
Almighty, said to the Prophets and Vicegerents and Close Ones, ‘I shall veil Myself with the human
veils, so when I call you to Adam, make him your g:bla for I made Adam My ¢ibla. And I shall
command Iblis and his seed to prostrate to him, but he shall be too proud and will disobey along
with his seed, so My punishment shall befall them. And I am Allah and there is no God but I, I do
not wrong anyone or punish them except with a reason/proof.”” He said, “So Allah called the angels
to prostrate to Adam, and the close angels and the Prophets and Truthful Ones and Preferred Ones
and Purified Ones and believers all prostrated to Adam, and he became their gzbla.

And Allah called Iblis and his seed to prostrate to Adam, but he refused, so He said to him, ‘O
Iblis! What prevents thee from prostrating thyself to one whom I have created with my hands? Art
thou haughty? Or art thou one of the high (and mighty) ones? (Iblis said): I am better than he, thou
createdst me from fire, and him thou createdst from clay.”* And fire consumes clay and is stronger
than clay, and fire resembles light and clay resembles dirt.” He said, “So Allah Almighty created from
the disobedience of Iblis the Hellfire. And He created from the disobedience of the seed of Iblis the
Maskh. So Iblis looked at the Aaskh and said, “What is this?” He (Allah) said, “‘You and your seed
shall be incarnated in these, in the slaughtered and ridden and eaten and drunk, and in every species
and kind.’

Then Allah made Iblis and his seed wear bodies just the same as He made Adam and his seed wear
bodies. And from there, people became confused regarding them in their Maskh form, when they all
wore the bodies.” He said, “And a man might meet you in his body while you think he is human, but
in reality he is a monkey or a pig or a dog or a bear. From there they resembled the people, and from
there the believer cannot be distinguished from the disbeliever as far as their incarnated forms,
meaning the bodies they are wearing. And so when things were installed and the sons of Adam did
not know that those were from the seed of Iblis, they had thought they were rather like themselves,
they told them how Allah created Adam and his seed. And they told them how He (Allah) created
things, until they told them about the creation of everything of the Heavens and the Earth and
Paradise and Hell. And when the angels prostrated to Adam, it was then that Iblis knew that he
would be incarnated into Maskh along with his seed, and he envied Adam and his seed over what
they were granted of Paradise and what they were preferred with.

So Iblis and his seed decided upon enmity towards the believers and they prostrated to everything,
and he and his seed were regretful and he prostrated to the stones and idols and the sun and moon,
in hopes that Allah had veiled Himself within them. And therefore he prostrated to everything except
for Allah Almighty. This door is finished, and peace.”

3¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 38, Verses 75-76
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“ON KNOWING THE REASONS FOR THE
FUSION BETWEEN THE BELIEVER AND
DISBELIEVER AND HOW OFTEN THEY
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Abu Abdullah said, “ Allah did not grant Iblis and his seed success in prostrating to Him while He
was veiled with Adam, because Iblis and his seed were created from darkness and sin. So He created
air from their whims and oppression and disobedience and He created the Earth from their disbelief
and transgressions. Then they were mixed when they were installed in the bodies, and they mixed
through marriage and intercourse and the resemblance of the bodies. And breeding took place
between them and they gave birth to one another, and it is because of this reason that the disbeliever
may give birth to a believer and the believer may give birth to a disbeliever.” Then Abu Abdullah
recited the Almighty’s saying, ““He brings out the living from the dead and the dead from the living.””
And everyone who comes out of the loins is from their origin that they were created from.

Then they reincarnate seven incarnations in seven bodies. The believer goes into Naskh, and the
disbeliever goes into Maskh in difterent Maskh torms.” Then he recited the Almighty’s saying, “And
some of you are called to die, and some are sent back to the feeblest old age.”® Then be also recited,
““We have indeed created man in the best of molds. Then do We return him (to be) the lowest of the
low.” That means in a cycle with no end to it except for those who believed and did good, they are
not reincarnated into Maskh. Rather only those who are from Iblis and his seed, and those who are

created from darkness and sin, are reincarnated into Maskh.”

%7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 10, Verse 31
38 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 22, Verse 5
¥ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 95, Verses 4-5
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Isaid, “What s the first degree of the degrees that the tested believer who is purified and dedicated

is incarnated in?”

He (PBUH) said, “The first degree is what Allah, the Almighty, described by His saying, ‘Those
are the ones whom Allah has tested their hearts for piety.””*

I said, “O my Master, what is the limit for the Chieftain?”

He said, “Did you not hear the Almighty’s saying, “They searched the entire land but could they
find any refuge’ from knowing Allah, the High? And there is no refuge from knowing Allah. Do
you not see how it is confirmed in the verse, ‘Verily, in this is a reminder for who has a heart and who
gives ear and earnestly witnesses’?”*

I said, “O my Master, what is the meaning of the Almighty’s saying, ‘And earnestly witnesses’?”

He (PBUH) said, “It means witnessing Allah in the shadows when He took the Covenant upon
them.”

1 said, “O my Master, how many in number are the Chieftains?”

He said, “Twelve Chieftains.”

I said, “Are they raised to a higher degree other than that?”

He said, “There is no degree after that.” Then be recited the Almighty’s saying, ““He was sincere,
and was a messenger, a prophet.” He started with sincerity before the message and he used to
command his family to prayer and zakat (almsgiving).”

I said, “O my Master, did his family not pray?”

He said, “Woe to you! Do you know the meaning of His saying, ‘And he commanded his family
to prayer’?”#

I said, “It means his family, the believers of his Shia (followers), the ones who conceal their faith,
and it is the high degree and the knowing and the recognition of monotheism, and that He is the
High, Most High.”

[He said], “As for the meaning of the Almighty’s saying, ‘And he commanded his family to prayer
and almsgiving,™ prayer is the Prince of the Believers and zakar (almsgiving) is knowing him. And
the establishing of prayer is knowing and instituting us, and it is as the Almighty’s saying, ‘Allah
chooses for His mercy whom He wills.”* Did you not hear the Almighty’s saying, “Thy Lord does
create what He pleases and chooses’?*” Meaning the Prince of the Believers Ali (PBUH), and they did
not have any goods that would enrich Mohammed (PBUH & His Family) and Allah knows best his

condition. This door is finished, and peace.”

0 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 49, Verse 3

1 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 50, Verse 36
# The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 50, Verse 37
# The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 19, Verse 51
* The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 19, Verse 55
* The Holy Quran, Chapter 19, Verse 55
% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 105
¥ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 28, Verse 68
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DOOR THIRTEEN

“ON KNOWING PURITY AND SELECTION
AND WHAT IS DROPPED FROM THE

BELIEVER OF THE APPARENT WORKS
IF HE ELEVATES TO THIS STATION"
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1 said, “O Master, you have explained to me [the degree of] purity and I have known it. So what
is the meaning of [the degree of] selection as well?”

He (PBUH) said, “Selection is a degree above the degree of the Prophets and it is that of the
Messenger, for Allah said, ‘Allah chose Adam, Nuh (Noah), the family of Ibrahim (Abraham) and
the family of Imran above the worlds (or universe). Offspring, one of the other, and Allah is the All-
Hearer, All-Knower.* We are the Offspring.”

I said, “O Master, if one reaches this degree, is he raised to another?”

He said, “Yes, he is raised to the veil and this is the first degree that we mentioned.” Then he recited
the Almighty’s saying, “It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to him except
through revelation, or from behind a veil.” Then he also recited the Almighty’s saying, “And We
raised some of them above others in degrees.”

I said, “O Master, do we need to know these degrees?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, whoever knows this inner/hidden meaning, the apparent works are dropped
from him and so long as he does not know these degrees and does not reach them with his knowing.>!
But if he reaches them and knows them, station by station and degree by degree, then he is free and
enslavement is dropped from him and he goes from the limits of slavery to the limits of freedom by
his longing and knowing.”

I said, “O Master, is this in Allah’s Book?”

He said, “Yes, did you not hear Allah’s words, “That to thy Lord is the final Goal’?** For if a man
knows his Lord then he has reached the goal that was required of him and nothing leads to Allah
more than oneness and knowing. Verily, chains and shackles have been put on the shortcomers, but
whoever has reached and known these degrees, that T have read to you, has become emancipated from
slavery and the chains and shackles have been lifted off of him as well as the establishment of the
apparent.” Then he recited the Almighty’s saying, “On those who believe and do deeds of
righteousness, there is no blame for what they ate, when they guard themselves from evil, and believe,
and do deeds of righteousness, and again guard themselves from evil and believe, and once again,
guard themselves from evil and do good. For Allah loveth those who do good.” And my Master
read, “There is no blame upon you for entering houses not inhabited in which there is convenience
for you.”*

1 said, “What does this mean, my Master?”

He said, “It means elevation in knowing and raising in degrees. And peace, this door is finished.”

* The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 3, Verses 33-34

# The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 42, Verse 51

50 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 43, Verse 32

5! The textual critic added “..., he is for the apparent world” to the original Arabic text.
52 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 53, Verse 42

53 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 5, Verse 93

5% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 24, Verse 29
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“ON KNOWING WHAT IS INCUMBENT FOR
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COMPLETED UPON HIS BELIEVING BROTHER
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Abu Abdullah said concerning the Almighty’s saying, “But if ye enter houses, salute each other - a
greeting of blessing and purity as from Allah. Thus does Allah make clear the signs to you that ye
may understand.”® He said, “O Mufaddal, what do the people of Kufa say about this verse?”

Isaid, “They say, itis the greeting, meaning that a man should say when entering his house, peace
be upon whoever is with me.”

He said, “How ignorant the people are! And how blind are their hearts!”

I said, “What does this mean?”

He said, “This is concerning our Shia and every believer that is raised to the degree of his friend.
For it is upon his friend that hasn’t been raised to that degree to submit to him and he must obey
him, until he is raised to the likeness of his angelic deed and becomes like him in the degree of faith
and knowing. It is then that he does not have to obey anyone. In fact, it would be incumbent upon
all his brothers who are less than him [in degree] to obey him until he reaches the degree of the Door.”

I said, “O Master, what is the degree of the Door?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The degree of the Door is that he sees the Imam anywhere he wishes. And nothing
is veiled from him, not a towering mountain nor a solid one, not a deep sea nor a perimeter wall
except that he sees him wherever he wants and wills.”

I said, “O Master, what is the degree of faith?”

He (PBUH) said, “The lowest degree is that Allah does not veil from him anything, no Earth nor
Heaven nor mountain nor land nor sea, he sees it/him wherever he is and he is not ignorant of the
command of Allah Almighty. And this is so because ignorance is a shortage and there is no shortage
in the Imam, and ignorance is misguidance and there is no misguidance with the Imam, rather with

him is guidance. So know these origins and these degrees for they reach the believer, and peace.”

3¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 24, Verse 61
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“ON KNOWING THE DEGENERATION OF
THE DISBELIEVER DEGREE AFTER DEGREE
MEANING THE DISBELIEVER DEGENERATES
IN DISBELIEF AS THE BELIEVER [S COMPLETED
IN FAITH, SO HE BECOMES AN IBLIS”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked my Master about how the disbeliever advances in disbelief and
reaches it until he becomes an oppressive tyrant demon.”

Hesaid, “O Mufaddal, every disbeliever has seven human bodies that he incarnates and is tortured
in. The first degree of the disbeliever is that he is a disbeliever who has been tested with disbelief, and
so his heart boils with the doing of immoral deeds just as the believer’s heart boils with the doing of
good deeds. And if the disbeliever reaches that degree he becomes a Chieftain in tyranny. Then if he
reaches that degree of tyranny, he becomes devoutly dedicated to sin and slander. Then he becomes
dedicated to his pursuit of evil and his avoidance of good. Then he becomes a safe haven for tyrants.
Then he becomes a Door. Then if he advances and becomes a Door in disbelief, he commits every
sin by going with his opinion and calls the people to it, and the path of this disbeliever in evil is like
the path of the believer in good. Every time the believer is raised a door in goodness, the disbeliever is
raised a door in disobedience, example by example, until he ends in disbelief.

And it is then that he bears enmity towards Allah Almighty and towards His Preferred Ones and
he becomes a Door of the Doors of disbelief and if he reaches this level, he is over and he becomes a
cursed Satan. It is then that he is reincarnated into Maskhb, because of the sins that came from him
before, and worries and grief and poison and weariness will all strike him. And this is done so that he
may become purified and so that no one before him has the likeness of his misery, until the believer
knows his belief fully and the disbeliever knows his disbelief fully. Peace and all praises due to Allah,
the Lord of the Worlds.”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

I said, “O Master, can you guide me to the knowing of the mixture of the believer with the
disbeliever and how they were mixed?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Woe to you! Verily, Allah created the Earth from the satisfaction of the believers
and the works of the disbelievers, so Allah made the Earth sweet and wicked. Whatever is sweet from
it is from the scent of the works of the believer and his knowing of his Lord and his assertion of the
oneness of his God, and [his allegiance to] His Preferred Ones and his enmity towards His enemies.
And whatever is wicked from it is from the scent of the works of the disbeliever and his ignorance of
his Lord and his denial of His oneness and his enmity towards His Preferred Ones and his allegiance
to the enemies of Allah Almighty and his dedication to disbelief.

And they mixed with one another with the mixing of resemblance when they wore the bodies
while they were in Maskh, but the people do not know. And perhaps a dog ate with you while you
thought he was human, for when they mixed and ate together and drank together, intercourse
occurred between them and mixing and marriage.

And every time eating and drinking occurs between them, they are born resembling one another
in the apparent as they were originally mixed. As for the inner/hidden, its matter is bizarre and as

such is in the shadows and in the mixture of the salty sea and the pure sea. And peace.”
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“ON KNOWING IBLIS (SATAN) AND
WHY HE WAS CALLED IBLIS, AND THE
DEVIL AND THE BELIEVER AND THE
DISBELIEVER AND WHY THEY WERE
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said, ‘O Master, why was Iblis named Iblis?’”

He said, “Because he despaired of Allah’s mercy and he gave up hope in Allah’s mercy and he
neglected knowing Allah and he was ignorant of His oneness. And the meaning of Iblis within itself
is ignorance and he had a name before that.”

I said, “O Master, what was his name?”

He said, “His name was Thamman (Revilement) because he reviled Allah when Allah did not
give him success in prostrating and Allah let him down and called him Thamman (Revilement) for
he was apparent [in revilement].”

1 said, “O Master, why was Adam called Adam?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Because he persisted upon knowing Allah Almighty in the shadows and ghosts
and spirits and bodies. He has not been changed nor been replaced. So Allah called him Adam,
meaning persistent and praised and accepting.”

1 said, “O Master, why is the believer called a ‘believer’”

He said, “Because Allah has safeguarded him from Maskh, for he is a believer in his Lord and
trusting in Him, he knows his Lord’s Godhood and oneness, and is not a denier nor prideful, he
obeys His commands and avoids disobeying Him. And Allah had given him success in that in the
shadows when He took the Covenant upon him.”

1 said, “O Master, and why was the disbeliever called a ‘disbeliever’?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “Because he disbelieved in the Book after knowing and he remained
steady in his disbelief, and it is the denial of Allah’s signs and Messengers.”

I said, “Master, how did they mix?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The fusion between the children of Adam and the children of Iblis occurred by
intercourse as I have previously told you. So whenever you see a believer give birth to a disbeliever,
then that disbeliever is of the seed of Iblis and the intercourse occurred because of their resemblance.
And when you see a disbeliever give birth to a believer, that believer is from the seed of Adam.”

I said, “O Master, and how do we know the believer from the disbeliever?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The believer is known by his faith and his discerning of truth from falsehood, so
whoever leans towards the truth and inclines towards it is from the seed of Adam for his acceptance
of the truth. And whoever leans towards falsehood and loves it, he is from the seed of Iblis for his
denial of the truth and for abandoning truthtulness.” Then be said, “And there is another sign in the
children of Adam and the seed of Iblis.”

I said, “Whatisit?”

He said, “It is the enmity towards truth and its people, and whoever bears enmity towards
falsehood and its people is from the seed of Adam.”

1 said, “That suffices, O Master! There is no evidence more evident than this. It is enough and

sufficient. And peace.”

77



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

il J6

O s (Al way e Ll J\&,é&?&:du?@\;wg&/g@ww
b B 5 5 o] OB By e s i 3 ] ey sl S il % s
©os oy bl iy 5l aBly | o il 5 6 by ae] 06 08 Sare) 08 Ly 26V
Lost

WY G s oo B B re o pls &Y i@alall JB LT b7 o Ly Ve L
Vs b B Blyes 3575 pohte ol p5T dl olewd oy by s 4 011, 0,31, A2
el gy iy g 5 ole 4 By a4 pese s el e ol il Y 16 s, N L;“S;J
ade JoT o a3 N 4By ) 0K 8y vaolae iy ol gl S Yy K g
RER

oty B 3B Al ey ST 6Y ol e J 61367 3K e ] Ve b
G M UL iBalall J6 Sl el (S 1o Vom L I8 a5 6l SOVl 52 s <o a8
355 or S QB LI a3 oo Sl B sl L e 280 ) s T
BTy oo ol OV @ity lge T3 e ) Loy ety A 5 Uy ¢ ]
B o 3 a6l oshl O3 ol I SN o sl 3 STy Ve
153 op s ey JBUN ALl cos e ) T o o 5 ] 05 G AL e o
(Gl 8§75 H oY b

Asly G alales (2 1B T3 Loy 1B L ] 353 Gy pal dly & o 0Ny 1B 2
8 s e o) Ol W Ve b e 1l p3T 53 e s daly LU ok e Ll
oSy Oy K

78



DOOR EIGHTEEN

“ON KNOWING THE REASONS OF
PUNISHMENT IN MASKH"
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Al-Mufaddal said, “My Master said to me, ‘Do you know how punishment is in Maskh?>”

I said, “No, Master.”

Hesaid, “Verily, Allah created in every land an Iblis and created from his disbelief and the disbelief
of his progeny fire after the light. Then Allah gathered in this fire that He made from their disbelief
the different kinds of punishment and the different varieties of afflictions, in order that He punishes
them in Maskh.” Then be recited, “ And to you there came Joseph in times gone by, with Clear Signs,
but ye ceased not to doubt of the (Mission) for which he had come. At length, when he died, ye said:
No messenger will Allah send after him. Thus doth Allah leave to stray such as transgress and live in
doubt.” Meaning in their immorality and disobedience and persistence and tyranny, in an
incarnation in their return and Maskh.”

I said, “O Master, who addressed by this verse the disbelievers who incarnated in the
Mohammedan era and informed them that they were in the time of Joseph before, with clear proofs,
before they reincarnated in this incarnation that He addressed them in?”

He said, “Allah Almighty said, the purpose of this is a warning to the first to tell them that He had
warned them before this incarnation in former incarnations, and that you are now in the bodily
incarnations. That is due to the saying of the Almighty, “The threatened Hour is nigh. None beside
Allah can disclose it.”® Its interpretation is they wore the Maskh bodies without any revealer which
means, no one can reveal them except Allah who created them.

Then Allah Almighty said, ‘Do ye then wonder at this talk? And you laugh and don’t cry. Wasting
your time in vanities.”” Meaning, do not wish for it, and if you knew, you would laugh a little and
cry alotand you are wasting your time in vanities. And it means, [you are] distracted from what will
befall you from reincarnations in Maskh, so prostrate to Allah and worship Him!” Then Al-Sadig
said, “O Mufaddal, in every time and era and age the believer has no purpose or goal until he knows
Allah and His Doors and His Veils, then he has become perfect in knowing and reached the degree
of the safe and thankful ones, and he has rested from the chains and shackles.

And likewise Iblis and his offspring were ignorant of Allah and of knowing Him in every time
and age and era, and they did not know His Doors and Veils, so their disbelief became complete. And
it became incumbent that they incarnate into Maskh, and they were punished incarnation after
incarnation as Allah Almighty said, ‘And the Penalty of the Hereafter is far more grievous and more
enduring.’* And the Almighty said, ‘And indeed We will make them taste the smaller punishment

prior to the supreme punishment in order that they may (repent and) return.”** And peace.”

57 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 40, Verse 34

58 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 53, Verses 57-58
5% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 53, Verses 59-61
& The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 20, Verse 127

¢! The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 32, Verse 21
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DOOR NINETEEN

“ON KNOWING THE PERFECTION OF THE
BELIEVER AND HIS COMPLETION IN FAITH
UNTIL HE IS SETTLED WITH HIS SUBSISTENCE
OF FOOD AND DRINK AND HE RISES TO
HEAVEN AND DESCENDS TO EARTH”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said to my Master, “What is the limit of the believer’s completion?””

He said, “When the believer elevates to the degree of the Doors.”

I said, “Do they keep elevating higher and higher in degree until they become like angels, and the
need for food and drink and interest in those things is lifted from them, and they ascend to Heaven
and descend to Earth?”

He said, “Yes, if God wills it.”

I said, “In the form of an angel or human?”

He said, “In any form they will, and in all parts of the Earth there is a large number of them that
speak to you and you speak to them and you do not recognize them, and they are the ones whom
Allah has lifted their shackles and chains off of them. They neither need water nor food anymore,
and they walk on the Earth in the image of humans. And they do not become troubled nor do they
become grieved, and they show up at different gatherings of the remembrance of Allah and they
speak to the people and the people do not deny [having spoken to them], and if they desire to ascend
to Heaven they ascend or they stay on Earth, they have whatever they choose.

And one of them may be seen in the East today and at the same time be seen in the West, Allah
has given them all these abilities. And so forth do the believers keep elevating higher and higher in
degree and virtue until they become angels in Heaven, and they come down to Earth then return
back to Heaven. O Mufaddal, have you seen any of them?”

I said, “No.”

Mobammed ibn Al-Walid said, “By Allah, O Master, I have seen a man in this image.”

Al-Sadiq said, “How did you see him, O Mohammed?”

He said, “1 was sitting in the masjid praising Allah, and a man walked in. He said, ‘Greetings’ so I
responded to him with greetings. And I looked at him and it seemed as if he had been traveling, and
he had a camel with him which he tied up and he was wearing worn out clothes. I liked his character
and his calmness and I said to myself, this is one of the righteous, devoted ones to Allah, the High.
He (the man) said, ‘Is there anyone who will host me in this night of mine?” So I had mercy on him
and said to him, ‘O Abdullah (Servant of Allah) I shall host you so sit down.” So when I was done
with my prayers, I signaled to him and I got up and he got up with me and we walked until we reached
the house. I invited him and presented the table and on it was porridge and meat, so I ate and he ate
with me. So when we were done eating and drinking and I wanted to remove the table, I found the
food just as it was when it was put between our hands, and the two loaves of bread were as they were.
So I'was taken by fright and I was very terrified, and took a good look at him.

And as we were like that, the servant walked in to remove the table and when he looked at the
food and found that nothing was missing from it he said, “What is with you two, have you not
eaten?’ So I remained puzzled not responding to him, so he looked at me and said, “Why aren’t you
responding?’ And I was looking at the ground, but when he spoke I looked at him (the man) and

behold he was not the man that left the masjid with me, and he now had a long mustache, so I was
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frightened even more than I had been. I said to myself, by Allah, I have been struck with a calamity.
And he felt that from me and said, “Woe to you! Seek refuge with the Merciful and say as Mary said:
I seek refuge from thee to the Most Merciful, (come not near) if you are Taqiyya (God-Fearing).”®
Then he said, ‘Don’t be puzzled by me, for if the believer reaches the degrees and finishes and is
purified and devoted, food and drink and the interest [in the material world] and bad traits are lifted
from him, and he becomes an angel of the angels. Every time he wishes to rise to Heaven he rises, and
every time he wishes to come down to Earth he comes down.’

So when he said this to me, O Master, fear left me and the glad tidings came to me and I was filled
with happiness and joy from what he said. Then I began to prostrate to him and he said, ‘Do not
prostrate, I am your brother.” So I said, ‘May I be your ransom, are you not the same man who came
into the masjid and came with me to my home?’ He said to me, ‘Yes’ and I was amazed by his
shapeshifting from image to image. So he said, ‘Do not be amazed, I am a believer like you but I have
reached and finished.” So I said to him, ‘All praises due to Allah who blessed me with seeing you
tonight but I heard you read the verse, O brother: I seck refuge from thee to the Most Merciful,
(come not near) if you are Taqiyya (God-Fearing).” He said to me, ‘My brother, that is how Allah
brought it down. Did you not know that Gabriel came to Mary and blew into her of the spirit of
Allah, and came to her while in the image of a man who was called in those times “Taqiyya”? And he
was the most worshipful of the people of his time. So when she looked at him, she said: I seck refuge
from thee to the Most Merciful, (come not near) if you are Taqiyya (God-Fearing).’

Then he said to me, ‘Glory be to Allah, how strange is this backward creation, did you not know,
O brother, that Mary was frightened so she sought His protection,* and this is the sign of their
disbelief.” I said to him, “Would you like to stay and get acquainted with me?’ He said to me, ‘I am
leaving you after one hour of the night,” then he advised me and said, ‘You must have two qualities,
keep them both, exaggeration and knowledge, and don’t ever shortcome in your work. For the
knowing, i.e. the knowing of your Lord, is the final destination, and you must be dutiful to your
brothers from the Preferred Ones of Allah, for rescue is within it, and do not meet any of your
brothers except with humility, even if he was less/lower than you in honor and money and offspring.
For if'you do that, Allah will lift off of you the burdens of the matters of this world and the Hereafter,
and Allah shall be behind every trade for you, O brother. And I am advising you, O my brother and
myself, not to disclose the secret of Allah and the inner of His hidden content except to your
monotheistic brothers who are from the close ones by the knowing of the High, Most High.” Then
he left me.”

Al-Sadiq said, “He came to me three times this week and greeted me while I was in your company,
but you recognized them not.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Then my Master wrote to more than twenty of them. And peace.”

¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 19, Verse 18
¢ The textual critic added “and the people did not know” to the original Arabic text.
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DOOR TWENTY

"ON THE BAD CONSEQUENCES
OF THE DISBELIEVER AND HIS COMPLETION
IN DISBELIEF AND HIS INCARNATION
INTO MASKH"
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Abu Abdullab said, “Verily, the disbeliever completes in disbelief and is incarnated into Maskh
and is punished and rises degree by degree until his disbelief is complete and he finishes in it. And if
he finishes (in disbelief) he is incarnated and tortured in Maskh.”

I said, “O Master, how is he tortured?”

He said, “The first thing he is incarnated into is that which is halal (permissible) to eat, and as
such he is tortured at the hands of the Preferred Ones of Allah and as such at the hands of the enemies
of Allah! Have you not seen a disbeliever sacrifice a sheep and a cow and slaughter a camel in order
to get closer to God?”

I said, “Yes, O Master.”

He said, “Thatis their punishment at the hands of the enemies. As for at the hands of the believers
itis what is sacrificed of the cows and sheep for food in their holidays, and in offerings [to Allah] and
vows and other than that.” Then he recited the Almighty’s saying, “‘As if they were being driven to
death as they look on.”* And they do not know the enemies nor the Preferred Ones nor can they
speak.” Then be recited the Almighty’s saying, “They ruin their own houses by their own hands and
the hands of the Believers.”®” And he (From Him is Peace) said, “Their houses are their bodies and
they (the bodies) are the houses of the spirits.” Then be recited, ““Taste ye the touch of Sakr!”*® And
that means the slaughtering and killing and Maskh. And Allah’s words, ‘And our Command is but
asingle (Act), like the twinkling of an eye,”®” which means He commanded them with one command
and that is to know Allah and the Doors and the Veils. And His words ‘Like the twinkling of an eye’
mean that they did not know anything of the truth.” Then be recited, ““Therein will they cry aloud:
Our Lord! Bring us out: we shall work righteousness not the (deeds) we used to do.””® They will say,
‘God get us out of these reincarnated Maskh bodies and out of this torture and into the human
bodies, so we can do good.” Did you not know that if they were in Paradise they would not have said,
‘Return us so we can do good,” and as such they say, ‘Our Lord! Bring us out: we shall work
righteousness.”

And the believer is incarnated in seven bodies and returns to the truth and conforms, but the
stubborn disbelievers do not remember as the believers do. And if they had returned from their
tyranny and slander, Allah would have accepted that from them, but they only increase in
transgression and rebellion, and the Warner came to them so they tasted the painful torment and the
oppressors have no Helper.”

1 said, “O Master, what is the meaning of, “There came to you the Warner’?””

He said, “What do the people of Kufa say?”
1 said, “They say itis the Messengers.”

¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 8, Verse 6

7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 59, Verse 2
 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 54, Verse 48
& The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 54, Verse 50
7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 35, Verse 37
"t The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 32, Verse 12
7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 35, Verse 37
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He said, “Itis not as they say.”
I said, “What is it then, O Master?”
He said, “It is the Imam who is the Warner to the people of truth and of falsehood, he warns his

Preferred Ones and his enemies, and all praises due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.”
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DOOR TWENTY-ONE

“ON KNOWING THE DISBELIEVER IN
THE INCARNATIONS TIME AFTER TIME
AND HOW HE DOES NOT RETURN
FROM HIS DISBELIEF”
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Then my Master recited, “‘But those who were blind in this world, will be blind in the hereafter
and most astray from the Path.””> What do the people of Kufa say about that [verse]?”

I said, “O Master, they say it is about the Day of Judgment.”

He said, “How impossible [that would be] until the Day of Judgment! That the ignorant and the
knowledgeable not know their Lord except on the Day of Judgment, and that they not know the
path of truth from falsehood. By Allah it means whoever is blind in the first incarnation will be blind
in the last incarnation and even more astray from knowing Allah and His oneness. Did you not hear
Allah’s saying, ‘But if they were returned, they would certainly relapse to the things they were
forbidden.”* And is that not except from the blindness of the heart? As for the believer, he has
become accustomed to success and it does not depart him. As for the disbeliever, he has been paired
with letdowns, for he neither understands nor sees nor hears, as Allah Almighty said, ‘Deaf, dumb,
and blind, they will not return (to the path).”””

I said, “Allah Almighty has spoken the truth.”

Then be recited, ““They are only like cattle: nay, they are worse astray in Path.”® And Allah said,
‘And to all are (assigned) degrees according to the deeds which they (have done), and in order that
(Allah) may recompense their deeds.”” And the meaning of that is Maskh.” Then he said, “The
degrees are the bodies of the incarnations, for the heart of the disbeliever becomes blind until he

reaches the epitome of disbelief. The end.”

73 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 17, Verse 72
7% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 28
75 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 18
7¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 25, Verse 44
77 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 46, Verse 19

97



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

P

rd] ‘_}.a\ Jsz b «)Lw :}.,ab Lf\ aj-Y\ g}@ GP\ o.xa 3 oK u‘” iV W g
Au\j Joldl o m Loy (sl A ox dl Sler 1 JB L wlA) T ENCT PRI PIRRGRR
QKCJ\J\J\”J}\GOKJLSNLC‘A”\)JLU\ &\wdbﬁ) MLA\D;Y\@)

15500 135 o 105 8 consr LT gl sy 18 n o S bl T A A G
5 KLY w6l Y, L;Jf,ﬂ\ il 1 opglt L SLIB o on VL ls s e Ly

/)‘/})‘r 6

C,l;.«u}»;‘}/r@@‘ c;\a» o)/s db{cﬂé‘}/jfaﬂ Yj&mﬁbcu‘}/ﬂ—bujﬁ

§ v ..

Lt Sy ﬂ)» Al JB, ((M J»,a‘ V.A J.; CL’UYKY\ V.a d\» P £ Ja-) Ve &) (_jv\ao

oS0t 0SS o )‘ -

B o B S Ol (2 Slasl) 1B E sl 3 grey wbLE (30 1A
£ oS 3l U pa > K

98



DOOR TWENTY-TWO

“ON KNOWING IBLIS (SATAN)
AND WHETHER HE IS
APPARENT OR HIDDEN"



U L B U

Sl ol Al o2 U2 ot 85_e &



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Abu Abdullah was asked about Iblis, and whether he is apparent or hidden.

He said, “He is apparent in the incarnation form and hidden in knowing. Did you not see his
descendants in the incarnation forms and knowing them has been hidden from you, and you do not
mix with them and they mix with you, and you do not know them and we know them?” Then be
said, “And if I see you in their place or with them I will do that, or if we go out towards the graves,
remind me.”

After that this had become my only thought, that I ask him, and when we arrived together at Qasr
Al-Rabi’ and it was by the graves, and the people were coming and going, 7 said, “O Master, you
promised me you will show me the Maskh and ordered me to remind you.” So he wiped his hand
over my eyes and then he said, ‘Look.” So I looked at the people that I saw coming and going and
behold most of them had returned as dogs and monkeys and pigs and foxes and other than that. So 7
said, “O Master, who are those?”

He said, “Those are the descendants of Iblis, they mix with people while they are in Maskh.”

So I said, “Blessed be Allah.”

Then he (PBUH) said, “Do you know any one of them?”

1 said, “I did not think they were in Maskh.”

He said, “They are in Maskh while they are servants of Allah and your friends, O Mufaddal.”

1 said, “Verily, we are from Allah and to Him we shall return! Woe to them!”

And be spat on them, then be said, “Shut your eyes, O Mufaddal!”

So I shut them, and he wiped with his blessed hand over my eyes and said to me, ‘Look at them.’
So I did and there they were, they returned back to what they were. And whenever a man from them
would meet me after that, I would greet him and he would greet me, and I would get up from where
he was. Then I said, “O Master, who are the humans, who are the jizz and who are the devils?”

He said, “The humans are the ones who have come to know Allah and acknowledged His oneness,
and have known His Preferred Ones and Doors.”

1 said, “Who are the jinn?”

He said, “They are the ones who vanish into the bodies of the humans and do not return, and
they are called jznn because of their hiding and concealment.”

I said, “And who are the devils?”

He said, “They are the ones who are incarnated into the bodies of Maskh. And peace.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, I want to ask you about something that the people of Kufa are
talking about and I, O Master, am ashamed to ask you about it.”

He said, “O Mufaddal, I have known what you have been troubled with, and you wish to ask me
about the marriage of Umm Kalthoum.”

I said, “Yes, Master.”

Hesaid, “Listen, O Mufaddal, to what I'say and understand. The origin of that was in the shadows
and ghosts, as I have previously described to you. Verily, Ali (PBUH) was oppressed six times, six
times with what they thought and it was said for six times with that which was made to appear to
them. And he had one killing left and he had one last oppression left to endure in resemblance to
affirm the proof upon the enemies, and Allah would never kill His Preferred Ones. Did you not hear
Allah’s words in the story of Jesus, ‘But they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to
appear to them’?””®

I said, “O Master, what was the reason for his killing the first time?”

Al-Sadiq (PBUH) said, “The reason for the first time was Cain and Abel, for Abel in those times
was the Prince of the Believers and Cain was Zafir, and he is the Satan of Satans. And Cain came to
Abel and said to him, ‘Marry me your daughter,” but Abel refused to marry her to him. And it was
then that Cain said, ‘By Allah I will kill you if you do not marry her to me.” So when he intended to
kill him, Abel married Gurayra the daughter of Iblis to him, and Cain thought she was the daughter
of Abel. And Allah is Greater and more Honorable than to do that with one of His Preferred Ones,
but He does that in the apparent making it look so, so as to affirm the proof upon the enemies. And
the meaning is as I have told you, and it continued as such with them for six times.

So when it was in the sixth incarnation and Zafir came into power, he sent to the Prince of the
Believers saying, ‘Marry me your daughter.” So the Prince of the Believers Ali sent to him Salman and
said to him, “Tell him, O Salman: You have returned to your old ways of being astray.” So Salman
went to Zafir and told him that. And when he knew that Salman had become aware of his matter, he
became angry and said to him, “Yes I have went back to what you mentioned, so either he marries me
his daughter or I shall hollow out the well of Zamzam and remove from the Sacred House the traces
of the Magam, or I shall kill him.” So Salman took off to the Prince of the Believers and told him,
and Ali said, ‘Carry to him this book.” So Salman carried it to him and when Habtar and Adlam™
saw him, he knew he was coming for a reason. Then he said, “‘What brings you here?” Salman said,
“The Prince of the Believers told me to show you this book.” Zafir said, ‘And what is it?’ So he took
the book out and gave it to him, and when he opened it he found in it the image of Abel. And he
looked at himself, meaning he was Cain, and he said to Salman, “Verily, I only sought his daughter
because he is claiming I am from the seed of the devil, but he must marry his daughter to me so his

lie will show to all of creation. And nothing shall save him except marriage or death!” Salman said, ‘I

78 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verse 157

72 In certain Islamic traditions, the term “Habtar’ was utilized as an allegorical reference to Abu Bakr, particularly in the context of
tagiyya (concealment). ‘Habrtar,’ serving both as a name and signifying “fox’ in Arabic, is also associated with Omar ibn Al-Khattab.
Additionally, ‘Adlam,’ denoting ‘the tall black one,” was used in reference to Omar.
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shall tell him that.” And he went to the Prince of the Believers and told him about everything that
had happened. Ali said, ‘I have known everything he said and now I shall marry him to his daughter
Gurayra as I married him to her before, and it was made to look that way to him.’

So Salman went to him and told him that the Prince of the Believers has granted him his wishes
in all that he desires. So he (Zafir) gathered all his companions and made them witness. Then the
Prince of the Believers commanded Salman to take his daughter Gurayra to him. So Salman brought
her to him, but Allah had blinded his sight and put a cover over it, so he didn’t understand and
became happy and excited. Then he said to Salman, ‘I shall thank you for doing this and I cannot
reward you enough!”” Then Abu Abdullah recited, “We have put yokes round their necks right up to
their chins, so that their heads are forced up (and they cannot see).” He said, “Then he entered into
her and he found her in the image of Umm Kalthoum. So when he awoke, he sent to his companions
and devils so he could gloat about it with them.

And when they met up with him, they congratulated him about the marriage and Zafir said,
‘Enough regarding the matter of Ali and his companions! For if the sons of Abi Kabsha were right
and we were wrong, they wouldn’t have married their precious one to me.” They said, ‘You have
spoken the truth,” and he said, ‘I swear by Allah, they are magicians, priests and liars and this is a trick
between them.” As they were like that, Salman walked in on them and they all said, “We are upon
falsehood and your friend is upon the truth, and we are devils and traitors to him, so why did he
marry us to his Daughter Umm Kalthoum?’ So Salman recited this verse to them, ‘Devils of men and
jinns, inspiring each other with flowery discourses by way of deception.” So when they heard that
from Salman they got angry with him, and the second got very angry, and they got ready [to kill]
Salman. So Salman said to them, “Will you kill me in this sitting of yours?””

Al-Mufaddal said, “Verily this, by Allah, is the pure plotting/evil upon the disbelieving immoral
tyrants.”

[{mam Al-Sadiq continued], “Salman said, “‘When they got ready/intended [to kill] me, they said
to one another: What shall we do with this non-Arab whilst you got what you needed?’ So they left
and what they had talked about reached the Prince of the Believers Ali (PBUH), so he commanded
Salman to go to them and tell them the truth and what has been obscured from him concerning his
daughter, in order that he stops his wrong-doing and his boasting and so he becomes small in his own
self, and his status lessens and he dies of shame and sadness. Salman said, ‘So I went to him at his
house when no one was with him and I said to him: How did you find your wife?” He said, ‘She is
perfect for me, she avoids disobeying me in secret or public, and it is as if she is from us and in us.’
Salman said, “Yes, she is from you and to you, and she is your daughter Gurayra, so enter upon her,
you might recognize her now!” When he heard that he could not control his mind so he entered upon

her. He looked at her and there she was, his daughter Gurayra, and he did not deny it being her at all.

8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 36, Verse 8
81 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 112
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And he let out a scream which shook the house and he was infuriated and said, “The magician son of
Abu Talib did it, and this is not the first of his works. By Allah I'shall do such and such.” Salman said,
‘Do not expose yourself and tell your tale and become exposed in your clan. It is my opinion and
advice to you that you keep this secret, for if you do, the people will say he married his daughter to
him and if you expose yourself, the people will know your matter.” He said, ‘It is enough for me, O
Salman, that I die of fury and I will accept what you say, and that magician can say what he wills, I
have no energy nor do my companions against his magic.” And he kept it secret from his friends,
afraid of the shame and he died angry, no mercy upon him, and the Lord of the Worlds was not
pleased with him. The end.”
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The Knowledgeable One said, “The reason for the slaughtered and killed and eaten and drunk, and
the pendulous/dangling, and the ridden and the whales, and everything that is different from the
image of humans, is that Allah, who is Exalted and whose names are holy, His judgment is just, He
does what He wills with His creation and nothing opposes nor fights Him, for He is praised in His
actions and He is the Lord of the Worlds. He does not send forth upon the believer, the one who
knows and is a monotheist, a single slaughter or killing or humiliation or fatigue or enmity, all that is
removed from him and given to the stubborn disbeliever.

And what Allah sent upon the disbelievers is not but due to the sins that came from the disbeliever
towards the believer of humiliation and killings and slaughters. And the believer had held his tongue
back from the disbeliever because he cannot defend himself, so it was made incumbent upon the
disbeliever due to what had come from him before of disbelief and rejection and denial of the truth
and its people.

So Allah punishes him swiftly with what you see of the torture of his spirit and its incarnation
into everything that differs from the human image, of cows and sheep and camels and beasts and
birds and insects. And everything that has a spirit/soul and that stomps and moves and is slaughtered
and killed, and all that is ridden and terrible, are Maskh and Naskh.

Whatever is eaten from it is Naskh and what is not eaten from it is Maskh. Punishment has
befallen him and great shame, as previously mentioned, such as that which he experienced in Naskh
of being slaughtered and eaten, and that is all justice from Allah the Almighty, for Allah said, ‘And
indeed We will make them taste the smaller punishment.”®* Meaning, the disbelievers’ spirits/souls
who reject the truth and its people. That is the completion of their disbelief when Allah removes
their souls/spirits from their bodies that you see them in and places them in the degenerated bodies
of Maskh according to Allah’s words, ‘O man! What has deceived you away from your Lord, the
Most Beneficent? The one Who created you, then molded you, then made you proper? He placed
you into any shape He willed. Nay! Rather you deny that which is your religion!’®* Religion is the
Prince of the Believers. And also Allah’s saying, “There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor
a being that flies on its wings, but are nations like you.””* The Knowledgeable One said, “That means
that every single animal which moves on the Earth and in the Heaven were nations before you.” Then
he said, “Verily, our enemy gets reincarnated as Maskb into everything that differs from the image of
humans until if one of them returns, he is killed a thousand killings and slaughtered a thousand
slaughters and dies a thousand deaths.

As for the Preferred Ones of Allah and their faithful followers, Allah has ridden them of AMaskh
and He made this a punishment for their enemies and that is the Lesser Punishment. As for the
Greater Punishment, that will be when the Qaim rises, until every Preferred One takes revenge from
the enemies.” The Knowledgeable One said, “The first thing a disbeliever is degenerated into is cattle

until he passes through everything that is on land of punishments. Then he passes through the seas,

82 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 32, Verse 21
8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 82, Verses 6-9
8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 38
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then through the air and even through everything that stomps and moves, until he becomes
smaller/tighter than the eye of a needle, for Allah said, “Thus do We reward those who do wrong.”®
This is the reason for the spirits/souls of the disbelievers being put into the different vehicles (bodies)
until the rise of the Qaim.” And the Knowledgeable One said, “As for that which does not have the
spirit of life like rocks and trees and water and salt and all that does not move nor stomp, and all that
is disintegrated from the bodies of the believers and disbelievers, everything that you see or hear or
smell and has a good taste and a nice scent or soft touch, or food or drink, then that is from what
disintegrated from the bodies of the believers. And everything opposite to that of the stinky and sour
and unpleasant and all that humans hate to smell or look at or taste or touch in all conditions, that is
from what disintegrates from the bodies of the disbelievers.

And the disbelievers have no dominance nor enjoyment more than that which they have in the
human bodies which they are in. So if it is the state of [the Qaim], he takes them out of these bodies
of theirs and into the most impure and evil of bodies. And these are the degenerated bodies that are
a prison for them and they are tortured in them.” The Knowledgeable One also said, “This world is a
prison for the believer and a Paradise for the disbeliever, meaning these bodies. Because the
disbeliever attained his desires by his tongue and body and legs in his coming and going in this body.
And the body is his Paradise, then he is taken to the Lesser Punishment in the vehicles (bodies).

As for the believer, his body is a prison for him and his torture is nothing except that which is in
this body. If Allah brings him out of the body he returns to what he was originally from, to spirit and
soft winds and blessed Paradise.” The Knowledgeable One (From Him is Peace) said, “1 shall take you
out of the impure/filthy bodies to the blooming bodies, for the souls of the believers are returned to
what they were from, which is Allah’slight.” Then the Knowledgeable One said, “Verily, Allah created
the spirits/souls of the believers from His light and He made them out of His mercy and He took the
Covenant upon them with the Wilaya. And that is why the believer becomes the brother of the
believer from his father and mother, for mercy is his mother and his father is light.” Then Al-Sadig
said, “The believer sees with the light of Allah that he originated from, and peace be upon the
Messengers and all praises due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.”

8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 21, Verse 29
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Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) said, “Verily, Allah Almighty created us before creation by a
thousand years and we were spirits around the throne praising Allah, and the inhabitants of the
Heavens would praise with our praises, so we descended to Earth and the bodies and we praised Him,
the Exalted, so the inhabitants of the Earth praised with our praises and in our tongue every tongue
pronounced. And this is Allah’s words, ‘And indeed we are those who line up for prayer. And indeed

we are those who exalt Allah.’8¢

Allah, the High, the Exalted, specialized Mohammed (PBUH & His Family) and Ali and the
Vicegerents and Imams and their followers from their Shia in that He created them from His light.
And He placed them in His mercy, and they are the good, purified spirits that have been purified
from ailments and impairments and have been purified by accepting the Wilaya. Verily, these bodies
were only created as a tribulation for the believers in the state of the disbelieving oppressors for a
matter which preceded in His knowledge. And Allah has said about the souls of the believers, ‘Verily
the record of the Righteous is (preserved) in ‘Ali-yin. And what will explain to thee what Ali-yun is?
A Register (fully) inscribed. To which bear witness those Nearest (to Allah).””” It means the souls of
the believers who know Mohammed and Ali and the Vicegerents, they attain nearness to Allah which
means they acknowledge monotheism by pursuing the High, Ever Most High, Allah, Blessed be He.
So if Allah wanted to create a body of the bodies that houses the good spirit, the man is granted
success in eating sweet fruits and delicious food so semen is gathered within him.

Then the sperm is gathered and if a man joins with his woman, and it is released from him, the
three spirits are completed in the baby: The spirit of strength, the spirit of desire and the spirit of life.
And that is the Prophet Mohammed’s (PBUH & His Family) saying, “The believer is like a bee, if it
eats, it eats that which is sweet and if it releases, it releases that which is sweet.’

And if at the time of the baby’s birth the good spirit comes down and it is the light-spirit of faith
that is created from the light of Allah, it is established in the body after its drop from the womb and
abdomen, and at that point it becomes sad and cries and that is a good sign. Because the good spirit
comes from the spirit and soft winds and from next to the Most Merciful, and it looked into the body
which is a prison for the believer’s soul.

And for that reason, if you look at the child at the time of his drop, you will see him sad, and this
is a sign of faith. So if his knowing is completed and if he endured the tribulation in its fullness and
is then extracted from the body and there still remained upon him something of the tribulation, he
is returned until his knowing is complete.” Then the Knowledgeable One (PBUH) said, “The spirits
of the believers are soldiers in the air, and the spirits are up above because they are not housed in the
tightness of the bodies nor the wombs nor the darkness. And the Prince of the Believers had said,
“The spirits of the believers have not been housed in the loins nor in the wombs and they were not
created from wretched water, they were created from the source spring of water.” For the spirits are

in the shape of the bodies, delicate and of light, one cannot recognize it except he who is as delicate

8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 37, Verses 165-166
8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 83, Verses 18-21
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and enlightened as it is. For the thick does not recognize the delicate and the delicate does not
recognize the thick, as such are the spirits of the believers. They are in the shape of the bodies, they

slip out and they get to know each other in Paradise and they go about as they wish, then seek shelter
under the shadow of the throne, and all praises due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.”

121



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

LS ol C‘Jj 186 SN Y Gy () o Y xSl Wl 5
G by A B AL b ¢ et LS s ) G bty s V)
AUR]

122



DOOR TWENTY-SIX

“ON KNOWING THE SPIRITS OF

THE BELIEVERS, ARE THEY
ONE OR TWQO?”



L Aol U

S oo it ed

e (i



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

The Knowledgeable One® said, “1 said to my Master Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace), “Tell me about
the spirits that reside in the bodies and guard them, are they the same in the believers and the
disbelievers?’”

The Imam said, “The souls of the angels and the believers are one and the same. As for the souls
of the devils and the demons, they are also one. And that is because the spirits of the believers are in
agreement with the spirits of the Preferred Ones and the Vicegerents/Successors, these spirits are all
familiar with one another. The souls of the demons and devils are in disagreement with the souls of
the Preferred and Chosen Ones, because the souls of the Preferred and Chosen Ones are from light,
shining, and not from darkness. And the souls of the demons, jzzz and devils are black and dark, no
light in them. So the matter of Adam came to pass.”

Isaid, “What is the meaning of the Almighty’s saying, ‘Brothers, on thrones facing each other’?”¥

He said, “It means they are happy in knowing, enjoining in knowledge, none have more than the
others, and there is no preference between them and no enmity nor hatred. Allah ripped that out of
their hearts and He split every one of them from their friend. So if they remain in harmony with one
another upon this condition, they rest and this is until the completion of the seven Adams. And I
have told you that every Adam stays with his seed on Earth for a certain time period known to us.”

1 said, “O Master, and will Allah create after that any creation?”

He said, “O Mufaddal, you have negated with your question the Kingdom of Allah and His
ability. Woe, woe! Verily, He still remains and never stops creating, sustaining, bringing life and
death. Do you want to put a stop to the authority of Allah and His ability, and His command and
His forbidding?”

1 said, “O Master and Lord, their scholars had agreed upon that.”

He said, “By Allah, they have negated the Kingdom of the High, Most High, and negated His
command and forbiddance. And they say, what is the command and what is the forbiddance and
there is no Kingdom and no authority? Woe to them! And may Allah be the Helper against what
they say! And peace.”

% The title “The Knowledgeable One’ is used interchangeably within the Arabic text to refer to both Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq and Al-
Mufaddal ibn Omar. Within this context, it appears to specifically denote Al-Mufaddal ibn Omar.
8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 15, Verse 47
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Al-Mufaddal said, “My Master said to me, ‘Read, O Mufaddal, the words of Allah: One day the
earth will be changed to a different earth, and so will be the heavens, and they will be marshaled forth,
before Allah, the One, the Irresistible.”” So I read it.

He said, “Stop there, O Mufaddal, Allah switches the Earth with another Earth and creates it, and
creates a Heaven other than this Heaven, and He creates another creation, and His authority and
greatness remain forever. That is how He describes Himself, did you not hear His words in His Holy
Book, when He mentioned the people of Paradise and the people of Hell? He, the Exalted, said,
“They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth endure, except as thy Lord
willeth: for thy Lord is the (sure) accomplisher of what He planneth.””**

I said, “O Master, describe for me what Allah creates.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Allah, the High, the Exalted, creates after that light from His will other than the
first light, then He brings forth shadows other than the first shadows. Then He describes the
inhabitants of the second light with what He described the inhabitants of the first light. And He
takes the next Covenant as He took the Covenant of the first light. And the first light is stronger than
the second light and better. And if He splits them in shadows He brings them forth as ghosts, so they
see themselves in the likeness of the first light, example by example, and thus they understand
themselves just as the first light saw and understood, and the first light used to not understand. And
it knew that it was, after it was not and verily, the preference of the first light over the second light is
that. And then Allah disciplines them and makes them know Him according to His oneness and
uniqueness. So He praised Himself and they praised Him and He glorified Himself so they glorified
Him and He cheered Himself so they cheered Him. And it was then that they established speech and
they knew their Lord and knew they were created and that they have a Creator, Sustainer.

So He takes their Covenant as He took the Covenant of the first light. And the bodies of the devils
and demons are created, as I have mentioned to you before regarding light and creation, from their
sins meaning, the sins of the humans/sons of Adam in the same fashion as the first creation, and also
from the sins of the devils in the same fashion as the first creation, until they complete in their cycle.
And He returns them in cycles and rounds, then He brings them out in the incarnations in the same
fashion as the first, the believer in Naskh and the disbeliever in Maskh bodies, just as the ones they
had in the first Adam’s time.

And as such does Allah’s decree run through His creation and His scales run through His Heaven
and Earth and Paradise and Hell. He still remains and has not faded away, an All-Powerful, Mighty
King. The end and peace.”

* The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 14, Verse 48
°! The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verse 107
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said to my Master, “‘What is the sign of the first Maskh and the second and
what is the difference between them?””

He said, “The sign in that is the halal (permissible) and the haram (impermissible). Everything
that is forbidden to slaughter and eat is haram, just as it was in the first time before your time and
before your Adam.”

I said, “O Master, and was there an Adam before the seven Adams? And was there an Earth and
a Heaven before our Earth and Heaven?”

He said, “O oblivious one! Verily, Allah still remains and has never faded away, and every time He
begins an Earth, He creates for it a creation different from the first creation. Have you not looked at
this Maskh and its kinds, do you not see in them except the beastly/ugly? That is because Allah
changed their creation/form from their first form and because of that it was made impermissible to
slaughter it and eat it, because they were punished in that age and they were slaughtered and eaten.
And itis only balal (permissible) for every nation to eat food that was created from their sins. And
if it was not created from their sins then it is haram (impermissible) that they eat it.

And another sign is that a person cannot offer to Allah of the Maskh what is not halal to eat and
slaughter, but a person may offer all that is halal to eat and slaughter because it came out of them
and their sins. And it became halal for you to eat and slaughter and ride and offer to Allah.” Then
Abu Abdullab recited, “And no bearer of burdens can bear the burden of another.”?

I said, “O Master, I see that the haram [to eat] are those that tribulation has passed upon before
us.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, do you not see O Mufaddal that the beasts and hyenas and whales are of the
creatures of the land and sea that are forbidden to eat and slaughter, and cannot be sacrificed as an
offering to Allah?”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Yes, O Master, how great in number is this kind.”

He (PBUH) said, “Then understand that those are the ones who were punished in the first age
and they have rested from the iron (slaughter).” Then he (the Imam) returned to his original talk
about the seven Adams.

1 said, “What happens?”

He said, “‘Allah might separate the impure from the good, and put the impure, some of it upon
the other, and pile it up together, then cast it into hell; these it is that are the losers. Say to those who
disbelieve, if they desist, that which is past shall be forgiven to them; and if they return, then what
happened to the ancients has already passed.” It means in Muaskh and the incarnations.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Then our Master Al-Sadiq said, ‘And the time span of every Adam on Earth
is 7,000 years until the believer is completed and purified, and he becomes an angel while Iblis and
his seed remain cursed and incarnate into Maskh. Then Allah returns the believers from Heaven to

Earth and they go through the incarnations for a thousand years, as Allah did with the first ones.

%2 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 164
73 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 8, Verses 37-38
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That is so they have their places in the second Heaven. So He does this with the people of every cycle
and the people of every Adam until He does such with the six Adams, example by example, as I have
described to you in every Adam, until the first Adam comes forth in his time and that is in the end
times and the end of cycles and ages. So that is seven Heavens and seven Earths and seven days and
seven nights, and Allah said, ‘“And We made the night as a covering,””* meaning when they wore the
bodies in it. ‘“And We made the day for livelihood,”” meaning when they returned in it, to their places
in the Heavens. And that is when they are purified and finished, and they live a blessed fulfilled life

in the Heavens which We created for them from their works. And peace.”

% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 78, Verse 10
% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 78, Verse 11
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Al-Mufaddal said, “My Master (From Him is Peace) said to me, ‘O Mufaddal, verily Allah, the
Exalted, created the sun from the higher veil and that is the light that He veiled Himself with. And
that is why the sun became [worshiped] without Allah and that is due to the ignorance of Iblis and
his mistake. And it was called the ‘sun’ because it drew its light from Allah, as the light was the veil of
Allah. And the sun was made for the day and Allah preferred it with this. For the example of the day
is the example of the Imam, and the example of the night is the example of the Hujjat (Proof), and
the example of the sun is the example of the Prophet (PBUH & His Family). And the moon was
created from the lower veil so He made the moon in the night and preferred it with it, for it gains and
lessens until it returns to the light veil. And the example of the moon is the example of the Prince of
the Believers with the A7ifeen (the ones who know). As for the ignorant ones, [in their eyes] it gains
and lessens in its qualities. And the example of the sun is the example of the Messenger of Allah
(PBUH & His Family), it rotates and gets larger and returns and it is one, there is no increase or
decrease in it. And the example of night and day is the example of the doubters and the pious.””

I said, “Why then is the moon not worshiped without Allah as they worship the sun?”

He said, “The moon is from the lower veil, and peace be upon the Messengers, and all praises due
to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.”
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The Knowledgeable One* said, “I said to my Master, “What are the five stars that night and day
run upon?””

He said, “They are the five veils that night and day and prayer and zakat (almsgiving) and the
structure in creation have been built upon.”

I said, “And what about the piercing stars that we see between Heaven and Earth, spread out and
hanging?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Those are the light bodies that were made for the believers from their works. As
such in the Heaven of the bodies is a sun and moon, seen by the ones unlike them in the manner
which you see them, and they are the bodies of the honored light beings. And in every Heaven of
these seven Adams, there is an Adam standing, fixed, on the same example of what Allah created of
the first creation. And they have ranks in the Heavens, Heaven by Heaven, in accordance with their
ranks and degrees.”

1 said to my Master (From Him is Peace), “Tell me, are the seven Heavens all one, or are there
preferences of some over the others, and who are the inhabitants of every Heaven?”

He said, “The first Heaven is the housing of the Imams. The second is for the ones who speak.
The third is for the Chosen Ones. The fourth is for the dedicated. The fifth is for the orphans. The
sixth is for the Veils. And the seventh is for the Doors. And everything has its reasons behind its

[placement in a] home and its specialty, and how it appears in his Heaven. And peace is the end.”

% The title “The Knowledgeable One’ is used interchangeably within the Arabic text to refer to both Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq and Al-
Mufaddal ibn Omar. Within this context, it appears to specifically denote Al-Mufaddal ibn Omar.
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I recited upon my Master Al-Sadiq the Almighty’s saying, “These are the
Signs/Verses of the Book of Wisdom. Is it a matter of wonderment to men that We have sent Our
inspiration to a man from among themselves? That he should warn mankind (of their danger) and
give the good news to the Believers that they have before their Lord the lofty rank of truth. (But) say

the Unbelievers: This is indeed an evident sorcerer!”” ‘Verily your Lord is Allah, who created the

598 ¢ 3999

heavens and the earth in six days.” ‘... And His throne was on water.

He said, “O Mufaddal, do you know anything about the throne?”

I said, “No, Master.”

He (PBUH) said, “The inner meaning of the throne is four corners, meaning four persons. The
first corner is Mohammed (PBUH & His Family), the second corner is the Prince of the Believers,
the third corner is Al-Hassan and the fourth corner is Al-Hussein.”

I said, “O Master, what is the meaning of His words, ‘And His throne was on water’?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Do you not know its interpretation?”

I said, “No.”

He said, “The water is knowledge and His saying to Ali is knowledge. Did you not hear Allah’s
words, “...We send down from the sky pure water. That We may bring to life thereby a dead land and
give it as drink to those We created of numerous livestock and men.”® And He said, ‘And We have
certainly distributed it among them that they might be reminded, but most of the people refuse
except disbelief.’" And the meaning of “We send down from the sky pure water’ is knowledge, Allah
purified it and specialized it for His Preferred Ones and Prophets and Purified Ones, that with it He
may give life to a dead land, and We slake the thirst of the Preferred Ones of Our blessings with this

inner knowledge. And what blessing is greater than this knowledge. And peace.”

7 The Holy Qur’an, Chapter 10, Verses 1-2

8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verse 54

% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verse 7

19 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 25, Verses 48-49
101 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 25, Verse 50
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“ON KNOWING THE STANDING-FIRM

MOUNTAINS AND THE OCEANS
AND THE ADAMITE VEILS”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked our Master Al-Sadiq (Upon Us is His Peace) about Allah’s words,
‘Allah is He Who created seven firmaments and of the earth a similar number. Through the midst of
them descends His Command: that ye may know that Allah has power over all things, and that Allah
surrounds all things in (His) Knowledge.””'%

He replied, “The seven Heavens are the veils of light. As for the Earths, it is the seven Adamite
veils.” Then be explained it to me and said, “As for the meaning of, ‘Do you indeed disbelieve in He
who created the earth in two days and attribute to Him equals? That is the Lord of the worlds. And
He placed on the earth firmly set mountains over its surface, and He blessed it and determined
therein its sustenance in four days without distinction - for those who ask. Then He directed Himself
to the heaven while it was smoke and said to it and to the earth: Come, willingly or by compulsion.
They said: We have come willingly. And He completed them as seven heavens within two days and
inspired in each heaven its command. And We adorned the nearest heaven with lamps and as
protection. That is the determination of the Exalted in Might, the Knowing.”® Take its
interpretation from the inner/esoteric of our knowledge that is in fact the hidden secret of Allah and
His safeguarded knowledge.”

I said, “O Master, specialize me with something of this knowledge and what is the meaning of the
Lord’s word, ‘...equals’?”

He (PBUH) said, “It means, do you make the veils equal and obey them as you obey Allah, Lord
of the Worlds, who veiled Himself with these veils, and made mountains standing firm, high above
it?”

I said, “That is something the people have failed to interpret/explain.”

[The Imam said], “The mountains standing firm are the Imams, O Mufaddal, and if it wasn’t for
the Imams, you would doubt your religion and go astray and desire/whim would lead you astray
from the clear path. And they forbid you from going astray, did you not hear Him say, ‘He set on
the earth mountains standing firm, lest it should shake with you,”* meaning the Earth. For the Earth

is the believers and the mountains standing firm are the Imams settled among you, as Allah the

Almighty has said.”

192 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 65, Verse 12
19 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 41, Verses 9-12
194 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 16, Verse 15
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DOOR THIRTY-THREE

“ON KNOWING THE LAST ADAM
AND HIS AGE/TIME"
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “My Master (Upon Us is His Peace and Mercy) said, ‘Verily, Allah brought
down the last Adam in the end times and ages, and He created for him and his seed an Earth and a
Heaven and air and water and a Paradise and a Hell, as He created for the ones that were before. For
Allah created in every Heaven a Paradise out of the good works of Adam and his seed and He created
in every Earth a Hell out of the sins of Iblis and his seed, and the Paradises are in Heaven and Hell is
on Earth.

And He created an eye/fountain in Paradise that is called “The Eye/Fountain of Life’ and it is the
resting place of the believers. For if a believer dies, his soul is carried until it rises to Heaven according
to his faith, then it is dipped into that eye/fountain. And when he is dipped, he forgets all the grief
and worry that passed upon him in this world and he wears his body of light. Then he lives in Paradise
with the angels. And he enters into another light when his self comes out, and so he becomes semen,
then his soul is returned to the semen at that exact time, meaning when his self comes out. And

peace.””
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DOOR THIRTY-FOUR

“ON KNOWING THE BELIEVERS AND HOW
THEY ARE BORN AND WHERE THEIR
DESTINATION IS AND HOW THEY ARE
RETURNED AFTER THEIR DEATH"
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, ‘T asked my Master (Upon Us is His Peace and Mercy) about the birth of the
believers.”

He replied, “There is no believer that dies except that his soul is carried to Imam Ali and he looks
in it. If it was a tested, purified believer, the angels rise with his soul to Heaven and dip it into the
eye/fountain at the door of Paradise, its name is “The Eye/Fountain of Life.” So when it comes out,
he (the believer) wears his body of light and lives in Paradise with the angels and Prophets, while the
body is being grown in his mother’s belly. And in the very hour that the soul leaves his body, sperm
falls into the belly of his [new] mother. And in that hour and in that time exactly, the sperm grows
into congealed blood/a leech while it is in the body. And if it becomes congealed blood/a leech, the
angels take a soul from the souls of the disbelievers and place it into the congealed blood, so the soul
of the disbeliever is punished in the wombs, in the blood and menstruation and discharge and
darkness until it becomes a body. The soul of the believer is in bliss in Paradise while the weakened
soul of the disbeliever is tortured until it becomes an embryo.

So if it becomes an embryo, a soul of the souls of those who have degenerated in disbelief is taken
and placed in that body in the womb, and it is turned upside down and the weakened soul is hung in
the body, and it is disciplined. And the soul of the disbeliever is tortured and hung upside down in
blood and menstruation and other than that of what is in the abdomen until the body reaches its
appointed time. And if it reaches its appointed time, the angels gather to the soul that is in Paradise,
and they take the Covenant upon it.

And contractions befall the woman due to the imprisonment of the soul. And if the soul is slow
in its descent, the release is slower on the woman and her pain increases. It is then that the soul is
presented before the Lord and He takes its Covenant for Himself after the angels took it, then the
angels descend with it and the Imam is with them. So if he reaches the position of the woman, the
angels rebuke the body such a rebuke that the body flips upside down in fear of the rebuke of the
angels. His bottom becomes his upper, and that is why he emerges head before feet.

And if he comes out, the angels place the soul of that believer into it, and that s after he is dropped
(born).” He said, “And the sign of the birth of the believer is that the body if it is dropped and the
soul penetrates it, the newborn will look to the Heaven, because he is looking at his Imam and at the
angels that brought him down, so his face brightens and he smiles and laughs happily for his Imam
and the angels. And he does not frown nor look gloomy in that hour, that is the sign of the believer.
And if the Imam and angels leave him, he cries upon their leaving. And all praises due to Allah as a
Guide and Proof. And peace is the end.”
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“ON KNOWING THE
BIRTH OF THE DISBELIEVER”
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The Knowledgeable One'” said, “I said to my Master, ‘How is the birth of the disbeliever?””

He said, “The birth of the disbeliever is that when he is dropped (born), he looks to Heaven in
fear of the angels that brought him. His face becomes gloomy and he frowns and he cries from that
hour and remains angry, crying, frowning and weary until the angels leave him. It is then that his
terror calms and he becomes still and his self returns to him and his crying disappears, that is the sign
of his dropping. As for the sign of his birth, if his soul leaves his body at death, in that exact hour the
sperm enters into his [new] mother’s belly. And the angels come at the time his spirit leaves his body
and they take him until they reach the first air of the first Earth that has the first Fire/Hell. And it is
dipped into an eye/fountain of Fire/Hell called the ‘Eye of the Lowly’ because the souls become
lowly in that eye/fountain.

Then they dip it (the soul) therein such a dip that it finds in that dip so much of God’s
punishment that if it were put on the mountain of T7hamabh, it would crumble it. And he forgets
then all that was good and tasteful of this world that had passed upon him, and the soul descends
into that fire for forty days until the sperm becomes congealed blood. Then the angels bring it out of
the torture and imprison it in the womb. And it continues to suck blood and menstruation and
consume discharge until the appointed time comes to it and the angels of torture come to it.

And if the soul looks at the angels, it is overtaken with terror and it thinks it will go out to torture
and back to the eye/fountain that it was in. So it is there that the woman falls into release (labor) and
it becomes painful on her. And the angels are present in an image other than their image and the
Imam (PBUH) is present and rebukes it a final rebuke.

And the head turns down in fear and terror from the image of the Imam. And so the newborn
comes out crying with a frowning face, and discharge comes out of his throat and sight. And perhaps
he turns on his face and side in terror, and he remains crying until the Imam and the angels depart

from him, and peace.”

19 The title “The Knowledgeable One’ is used interchangeably within the Arabic text to refer to both Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq and Al-
Mufaddal ibn Omar. Within this context, it appears to specifically denote Al-Mufaddal ibn Omar.
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DOOR THIRTY-SIX

“ON KNOWING THE TWO SOULS/SPIRITS
THAT ARE TRAPPED IN THE BODY”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said to my Master Al-Sadiq, “Tell me about the two souls that are trapped
in the body and where does each soul go?””

Hesaid, “One of them is called Al-Mushabarra. And from it comes sneezing, yawning, trembling
in the body, pleasant smells, and that which blocks the throat (choking) and wisdom in the body.
And that is why if someone sneezes, the people say to him, ‘God bless you’ and if he yawns, his body
twists and stretches. As for the other hung soul, from it comes feces and nasty winds, and that is
because the winds run into the mouth and nose. And for that reason what comes out runs from the
bottom of the person and does not come out from above the head, and that is from the soul being

upside down, and peace.”
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DOOR THIRTY-SEVEN

“ON KNOWING THE BIRTH OF THE
PROPHETS AND VICEGERENTS AND
PURIFIED AND PREFERRED ONES
AND THE DOORS AND THE VEILS”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master (Upon Us is His Peace and Mercy) about the birth of the
Vicegerents.”

He (PBUH) said, “How unbelievable, how unbelievable, O Mufaddal, and the wonder of all
wonders from this. If the birth of the believers was as such, then how is the birth of the Prophets and
Vicegerents! And know that the birth of the Vicegerents differs from the birth of the believers, just
as the believer’s birth differs from the disbeliever’s. That is because the mothers of the Vicegerents
are the depository of a dignified secret and command from Allah.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Tell me, O Master, about the birth of the Vicegerents.”

Al-Sadiq said, “The first of wonders is that the mothers of the Vicegerents are males, not females.”

I said, “O Master, glory be to Allah, how could that be?”

Al-Sadiq (PBUH) said, “The angels are the ones in the image of women.”

Then Abu Abdullah read, ““And they have made the angels, who are servants of the Most
Merciful, females. Did they witness their creation? Their testimony will be recorded, and they will
be questioned.” Do you know, O Mufaddal, who is meant by this?”

I said, “No, O Master.”

He said, “It means Fatimah, do you know who Fatimah is, O Mufaddal?”

1 said, “My Master alone knows.”

He said, “O Mufaddal, I have preferred you by asking you.”

I said, “All praises due to Allah that blessed me in that and all thanks for all His blessings, and to
Him is gratitude for that and for His guidance and for knowing Him.”

Then be recited, “No one can withhold the mercy which Allah opens to mankind; and whatever
He withholds - so after it, none can release it, and He is the Most Honourable, the Wise.”*?”

I said, “O Master, what is the interpretation of this verse?”

He said, “What Allah opens of this inner/esoteric knowledge for the people is a mercy and
preference and a special matter He specialized them with. O Mufaddal, verily the people think that
the mothers of the Vicegerents give birth, but did you not read the surab, ‘Nay! I swear by this city.
And you shall be made free from obligation in this city.”'*® Until it says, ‘Certainly We have created
man to be in distress.”’”” For this verse''” has an inner/esoteric meaning, do you see that it is ‘begetter
or begotten’ or is it ‘begetter and not begotten’? And how can it be ‘born/begotten’ when Allah has
said ‘did not beget’?”

1 said, “O Master, is this verse concerning the Vicegerents alone or does it concern the rest of the
people?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Itis concerning the Vicegerents specifically.”

1% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 43, Verse 19

7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 35, Verse 2

198 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 90, Verses 1-2

19 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 90, Verse 4

101n reference to the following verse “And the begetter and that which he begot.” - The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 90, Verse 3. This verse
can literally be read in two distinct ways: ‘And the begetter and that which he begot,” or alternatively, ‘And the begetter and he did
not beget.’
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I said, “And what about His words, ‘Certainly We have created man to be in distress’”

[The Imam said], “It means ‘man’ is the father of preference and he is the first and every time in
the Qur’an there is a mention of the devil, it is the second.” Then he (PBUH) recited from the Book
of Allah that which is concerning the first and the second, and he specified that the first one is man
and the second one is the devil, and that is Allah’s saying, “‘And the day when the unjust will gnaw
his hands, saying: Alas, if only I had chosen a way with the (Noble) Messenger (of Allah)! Woe to me
- Alas, if only I had not taken that one for a friend. He indeed led me astray from the Remembrance
after it had come to me. And Satan deserts man, leaving him unaided.”"" He means by this that the
second was a deserter of the father of preference.” And be recited, ““Certainly We have created man to
be in distress’ means the first is in doubt and enmity and tiredness in three darknesses: The darkness
of the belly and the darkness of the womb and the darkness of confusion. And he is in these
darknesses consuming discharge, blood and menstruation. O Mufaddal, the believer is more honored
by Allah than to be fed anything from this and you think it with your mind, but they are innocent
of it.

As for the Vicegerents, they are according to what I have told you.” Then he recited, ““Does he
think that none see him?’'** ‘He may say (boastfully); Wealth have I squandered in abundance!””"3
And be recited another verse, ““Does he think that none has power over him?’'** Verily, We have
power over him and We punish him.”

I said, “O Master, the people are destroyed!”

He said, “The people are our Shia, rather the ones who are destroyed are the ones who obeyed our
enemies.”

I said, “O Master, the most beloved of things to me is that you finish for me the birth of the
Vicegerents.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Verily, Allah created the bodies of the Vicegerents as branches to the angels until
they reach the appointed time, that is with the purity of the angels as I told you. So if Allah wanted
to show the Imam in the apparent as a discipline to this creation, He sends a spirit/soul from Him
and it enters the newborn that might be purified from all impurity/filth and he is not
compressed/constricted by the womb. But the spirit/soul enters into him as a discipline for the
people. Do you know, O Mufaddal, what is the example of this?”

I said, “No, O Master.”

He said, “The birth of the Imam and his death are not a birth nor death, rather they are the
example of a man who wears a shirt and takes it off when he wills. That is why Allah said, “We talk
to one who is a child in the cradle.”* For this reason, did you not hear what Allah said of the cradle

when He said, ‘“And how can we talk to one who is a child in the cradle?”” Then Al-Sadig said,

"W The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 25, Verses 27-29
12 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 90, Verse 7

13 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 90, Verse 6

14 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 90, Verse 5

5 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 19, Verse 29

173



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

SLALG O U eds W) ny Juadl) ) 0L 0f (6 8™ & 0Ll Ll a3 2 3, 28
(G g Ollazll 53

cslatll GBI s BT, iVl Ju31 s 3T, (Gl Ju1 G A of oSl 4l 154
B0 @l S Jp ) o S GG OE 4k o B e }j;;» Al 4

z S z 5

Jul ol G \B¢ &~ NQTRS uuw gUa....J\ qu d;l,. ;\ Jau )).\S\ N Lsk,a\ R¥] >U> L6
.‘yj.\;. Jndl L";"}/ o

odl Al B wdw}w,w@gw\ , ST G ol Ll ud
(fi DRy ¢ Jrade b s ey el sl C)wﬂ'” ol 3 gy el Ay (> )1 3L
W3 o O b b iy ey Bt S e a0 A e
C&ahy vt o T ol L s 2 g e Wl o e 1 by W LD
Ll wpan dy 093 e o wcnl ol S ) of COZh e i 2 RIAAN ¥
LV ol g 5 5l Lol ol lls i o1 2 ) 1S Y e

el sV 5N 1z OF ke

b o la cal) 1l z B ) B30T oW1 olal LT it o) 23l U
ke oo sy ool G110 Tosl sl B pLoY ] il s 136 ke i ST
ALl ot Sy o al s s o el B o s b e
Yy 33g od G0y pleW) 53 0116 6V b (Y 1 TS o Lo ¢ Jinde L ey
1l G 36 o K bl B i et i s L o e e ULy g
JB ¢ (i 21 3 067 or K7 Sy B i gl G Qe 45 ) ot ATl 0k G
SERA|

174



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

“And I am not a child, the Book came to me before you have seen me, rather I entered this body
upon perplexedness [from the people] and as such are the Vicegerents. And if they were children,
they would not understand nor comprehend and its example is what I have told you about a man

who wore his shirt and took it off, and all praises due to Allah always and forever, and peace.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said to my Master Al-Sadiq, “Tell me about the death of the Imam and his
killing and how is that?””

The Imam smiled until his teeth showed and then said, “You must be talking about the killing of
Al-Hussein and his slaughter, and the killing of the Prince of the Believers, and the killing of
Zechariah and John the Baptist (Prophet Yahya) and Jesus.”

I said, “That was in my chest, O Master.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Verily, those O Mufaddal are the Purified Ones of Allah and His Preferred Ones
and the best of His people. Do you believe He would allow them to taste the pain of the iron
(slaughter) at the hands of their enemies? And it is only in the apparent (made to seem that way) as a
confirmation of Allah’s proof upon them. As for them actually being killed or slaughtered, verily
Allah protects His Preferred Ones and Purified Ones from that, and peace.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked our Master Al-Sadiq (Upon Us is His Peace) about the Almighty’s

saying, ‘And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice.””"¢

Al-Sadiq said, “In the time of Abraham, Al-Hassan used to be Isaac and Al-Hussein used to be
Ishmael.”

I said, “O Master, tell me about the story of the Messiah.”

He said, “Do you see the Messiah better with Allah than all the Prophets and Messengers and
purified Vicegerents? Rather, if Allah wants to show a matter, He shows part of it so that the
inner/esoteric may be inferred from the apparent, and to point out/show that this applies to all of
them not some of them, so that they are not scornful concerning the ability of Allah, the Exalted,
and so the greatness of Allah is not cut off from His Prophets and Vicegerents and Purified Ones.
And Al-Hussein ibn Ali was dearer to Allah than to make him taste the pain of the iron at the hands
of the disbelievers. And He is far from letting him taste the pain of the iron, and verily Allah has plans
of kindness for His Preferred Ones and He saves them from His enemies. And He destroys His
enemies and the enemies of His Preferred Ones with the extreme proof, and verily He the Exalted, is
Just and does not oppress, and is Tolerant and does not stray. And Allah, the Exalted, did something
with Al-Hussein which He did not do with the Messiah nor Zechariah nor John (Yahya) nor anyone
of the Prophets.

The slaughter in the apparent was for Ishmael who was ransomed with a great sacrifice. He is Al-
Hussein who is him exactly and his name and lineage, and there is no difference between them, it is
asif they are one. And he was slaughtered in the apparent more than one thousand times, as imagined
by the people of disbelief, but Al-Hussein’s example is like that of the Messiah.

And Allah’s words, ‘And their saying: We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of
Allah, but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them. And those
who differ therein are full of doubts with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow; for
sure they killed him not. Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself."” That description is the
description of the killing of the Prophets and Vicegerents and Preferred Ones, and Allah does what
He wills.” Then Al-Sadiq said, “What do the people of Kufa say about this verse O Mufaddal, ‘I sce
in my sleep that I offer thee in sacrifice: Now see what is thy view! He said: O my father! Do as thou
art commanded. Thou will find me, if Allah so wills one practicing Patience and Constancy! So when
they had both submitted their wills (to Allah), and he had laid him prostrate on his forehead (for
sacrifice), We called out to him: O Abraham! Thou hast already fulfilled the vision! - Thus indeed do
We reward those who do right. For this was obviously a trial. And We ransomed him with a great
sacrifice’?”118
Al-Mufaddal said, “Do you want, O Master, what your Shia say or other than your Shia?”

He said, “I want what other than my Shia say.”

16 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 37, Verse 107
W The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verses 157-158
18 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 37, Verses 102-107
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1 said, “They say that what was ransomed for slaughter in exchange for Ishmael was a black and
white-headed sheep from Paradise.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Glory be to Allah, verily Allah did not create anything for Paradise which He then
tortures by killing. That is also from their disbelief, claiming that Allah brought a sheep out of
Paradise and slaughtered it with no crime nor sin, and Allah is Just and does not oppress. O
Mufaddal, tell me about the ransom (the one who is slaughtered) and ransomed (the one saved from
slaughtering), which is greater in position?”

I said, “How?”

He said, ““And We ransomed him with a great sacrifice’ and He made the great matter for the
ransomed.”

I said, “O Master, that is something I do not know, will you teach me about it?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Woe to you O Mufaddal, if the people knew the matter of that great sacrifice they
would be in wonderment for a long time and their minds would spin, and their disbelief and their
enmity against Allah and His Prophet would increase. But Allah blinded their eyes and sealed their
hearts and forbade them from knowing His secret and its contents. O Mufaddal, the sheep that Al-
Hussein was ransomed with was the tall black man, the tall black man of Quraysh and he was in those
days an old man in the incarnation of a sheep. Have you not seen, O Mufaddal, his two horns hanging
at the Holy House (Kaaba)?”

I said, “Yes Master.”

He said, “So those two horns belong to that sheep that Al-Hussein was ransomed with.” Then Al-
Sadiq laughed until his teeth showed.

1 said, “O Master, what makes you laugh?”

He said, “O Mufaddal, the people if they gather in the season [of Hajj] in Mecca, they want to
look at the two horns of the sheep in wonderment because it is from Paradise, and we look at them
in wonderment because they are the horns of a tall black man. So the people wonder at one thing and
we wonder at another!” Then he said, “O Mufaddal, what do my Shia say about that?”

Isaid, “O Master, Jabir narrates from Al-Baqir concerning Allah’s words, ‘And We ransomed him
with a great sacrifice’ that Isaac is Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein is Ishmael.”

Al-Sadiq said, “They have spoken the truth in what they said, for Al-Hussein is greater with
Allah than to be slaughtered but the people do not know the station of the Preferred Ones of Allah.
Our Shia hear from us this inner/esoteric knowledge of Allah and His Vicegerent and Messenger
Mohammed and they give it to their believing brothers. And they do not accept falsechood from
others, and he is greater with Allah, and they falsify the truth and make falsehood into truth. And
Allah knows best His kindness and planning, He is not asked about what He does and they are asked.
‘So Allah sets forth parables for men, in order that they may receive admonition/ remember.””'"?

And be said, ““See how Allah doth make His signs clear to them; yet see in what ways they are deluded

12 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 14, Verse 25
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away from the truth!"* And Allah Almighty said elsewhere, ‘That they may comprehend and that
they may reflect.’’®' So Allah, the High, the Exalted, set examples in His Book for the people and
none understand it except for the knowers/gnostics.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, by Allah you have cured me and banished all grief and worries
from me.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Verily, Allah is a cure for what is in the chests and a guidance and mercy for the
believers. And the inner/esoteric is a cure for the chests.”

1 said, “All praises due to Allah for that.”

He said, “O Mufaddal, that is the reason for the slaughter of the sheep, did I not tell you about
the details of the day they gathered on killing Al-Hussein?”

I said, “Yes.” This door is finished, and peace.

120 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 5, Verse 75
121 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 59, Verse 21

187



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

s PG o Sarr -
B

W8 GVl Qs a0 28R oy i (i AT e G s O

J6 oy oo K o condly gt Ay eV b s Jindl) JB .01 V) Lalim Loy oL

A B Gyl it g cbUly el By sy sl 3 U 2Ll e ail O] :alal
ROt

o) 05 Je ezl ) ool iy 2T AT ¢ 2801 23 s Jinde | 1

188



DOOR FORTY

“ON KNOWING THE KILLING OF

AL-HUSSEIN IN THE INNER/ESOTERIC
IN THE TIME OF BANI UMAYYAH"



ur_ v ol

&fig‘fw;c}&’u‘duwt)‘déﬁwé



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “Tell me, O Master, about the story of Al-Hussein and how his killing and
slaughter was made to look so, as it was made to look for those before them with the killing of the
Messiah.”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, that is a secret of the secrets of Allah. He made it seem so for the
people and only the special chosen of His Preferred Ones and servants who are believers and
specialized from His creation know it. Verily, the Imam goes into the bodies willingly and unwillingly
and comes out of it if he wants willingly or unwillingly, as one rips off his cloak and shirt without
trouble nor doubt. So when they gathered on Al-Hussein to slaughter him, he left his body and Allah
raised him unto Himself and prevented the enemies from him. And He was angered such a powerful
and adamant anger, and neither of the Heavens and Earth and mountains could compare in His
greatness. He is able to make their punishment hurry upon them but He is Patient with strength and
is not afraid of power, and His promise is never broken. And no one has the power to reverse His
judgment as He described Himself, He says what He wills and appears in any veil He wishes and only
those who fear power rush. Rather, if Allah wanted to create something, He says to it ‘Be’ and it is,
for Allah does not hasten the punishment.

And when Al-Hussein went out to Iraq, and Allah took Al-Hussein as a veil, he (PBUH) went
forth and did not stop by a house except that Gabriel would come to him and speak to him, until it
was the day that the soldiers gathered against him and the horses lined up and the war took place. It
was then that our Master Al-Hussein called out to Gabriel and said to him, ‘My brother, who am I?’
He said, “You are Allah whom there is no God but Him, the Living, the Everlasting, the One who
gives death and life. You are the One who commands the Heaven and it obeys You, and [You
command] the Earth and it fulfills Your command and [You command] the mountains, and they
respond to You and the seas rush to Your obedience. You are He whom no plot nor harm reaches.’

Al-Hussein said, ‘O Gabriel,” so Gabriel said, ‘At your command, O Master.” Al-Hussein said, ‘Do
you see this backwards creation? Their selves speak to them telling them to kill their Master due to
their weakness. But they will never get to that, nor to anyone of the Preferred Ones of Allah, just as
they never reached Jesus nor the Prince of the Believers Ali. But they did that so that torture would
be incumbent upon them after the proof and evidence.” Al-Hussein said, ‘O Gabriel, take off to that
cursed, lost, stubborn, backwards [man] and tell him: Who do you want to fight?”” He said, “So
Gabriel took off in the image of a strange, unknown man and he entered upon Umar ibn Saad while
he was sitting on his chair amongst his commanders and guards and doors. He (Gabriel) infiltrated
their lines until he reached him and stood between his hands.

So when Umar ibn Saad looked at him, he became terrified of him. And he said to him, “Who are
you?’ Gabriel said, ‘T am of the servants of Allah, I came to ask you about who you wish to go to war
with.” He said, ‘I want to fight Al-Hussein ibn Ali and this is the book of UbaidAllah ibn Ziyad
commanding me to kill Al-Hussein ibn Ali and to take his head to him and leave the army camp.’ So
he said to him, “Woe to you, would you kill the Lord of the Worlds and the God of the first and the

last, and Creator of the Heavens and the Earth and what is in between?’ So when Umar ibn Saad
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heard this he was overtaken by fear and he said to his commanders, “T'ake him and strike him with
the poles/columns and swords.”” He said, “So he (Gabriel) spat in their faces such a spit that they fell
upside down on their faces from it, and the cursed Ibn Saad fell upside down off his chair on his face.
So when he and his companions regained consciousness, Gabriel had gone and they saw nothing, so
Umar ibn Saad increased in fear and terror.

And he turned to his companions and said, “Woe to you, have you ever heard of anything similar
to what happened to you and did you ever see the likes of what you just saw?” They said, “We have
never seen nor heard of a man entering upon a king like you who has guards and veils and soldiers
and commanders, a stranger entering upon you while no one is aware, until he presents himself
between your hands and utters the speech that he uttered. Then when you and we intended to take
him and kill him, he spat in our faces such a spit that we fell bewildered.’

So the cursed Umar ibn Saad said, ‘Tell me what is this and what can we do?’ So an old man who
was present spoke out and said, ‘May Allah rectify your deeds, O Prince, do not be distraught by
what you saw, perhaps it was Iblis, the cursed, that had manifested before us and you to scare us.’
Umar said, “Woe to you! Verily, Iblis is one of our helpers, and we are of his party and his soldiers, in
agreement upon killing the Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah, so how could he scare us
and betray us? As for the matter of that man, it has troubled my chest and has distracted me from my
matter.’

So a man from the people said, ‘May Allah rectify [the affairs of] the Prince! I have come to know
the matter of that man and no one but me knows.” He said, ‘Bring what you have.” The man said,
‘Verily, Al-Hussein and his father used to work with magic, and certainly you heard a lot about Ali’s
practice of this. And he used to claim that his magic was proof.” He said, “You have spoken the truth
and you are right, I did hear something about that magic and our matter has no explanation except
for magic. And I did not remember that until this hour and if it wasn’t for you reminding me about
his magic, I would’ve gone to war and it (his magic) would have appeared to me and I would have
retreated. But now bring me my bow for my heart has strengthened and my fears have gone away
and I shall make you witness that he is innocent of what Ali ibn Abi Talib and his son Al-Hussein
are practicing.’

Then he threw his arrow and said to his men and his soldiers, ‘I shall be the first to throw an arrow
in the camp of the magician!” And he commanded the people to prepare their weapons to kill the
Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah. And the first to go forth with their squads of soldiers
were two great Ethiopian men and it was as if their eyes were embers. So when Al-Hussein saw them,
he said, ‘O Gabriel, I want you to bring Me those two men in their Maskh forms.’

At that point Gabriel reached forth with his hand and took them from the back of their horses
and brought them between the hands of our Master Al-Hussein, and there they were, [transformed
as] black and white-headed rams.” He said, “Then Al-Hussein shouted a shout and said, ‘Return to
what you are known by.” And there they were, two black men, cursed, in the head of each of them is

a metal pole that goes in each of their heads and out from behind. Al-Hussein said, ‘O my brother,
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O Gabriel, who are these two cursed ones?” He said, ‘O Master, those two are Saad and Muawiyah.’
Al-Hussein said, ‘Come nearer to Me, O cursed ones! How did you find My torture and vengeance
in your Maskh?’ He (one of them) said, “We saw the harshest of torture, bring us out of the Maskh
and into the human bodies, we have known the way of truth so have mercy on us, O Most Merciful?”
He said, “‘No mercy for you from Allah, that is for you, reincarnations into Maskh for a thousand
years, container after container, each time My torture is more severe in turn for what you have
earned.” They said, ‘Forgiveness! Forgive us!’ So he said, ‘No forgiveness for you and no mercy, for
My mercy and pardon are for the Preferred and Purified Ones, and My vengeance and torment and
punishment are for the enemies of Allah, the oppressors.” Then he yelled at them such a yell that they
roamed in the land.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, where did they go?”

Al-Sadiq said, “They returned to their companions fighting Al-Hussein.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, was there with Al-Hussein in those times any of the unitarian
believers?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He had one unitarian believer with him and you will see him with us.”

He (Al-Mufaddal) said, “So Abul Khattab came and I said, ‘Listen, O Abul Khattab, to what my
Master Al-Sadiq is saying.”

Then Abul Khattab said, “Yes I was with him.”

Then our Master Al-Sadiq returned to his speech and said, “Verily, when they encircled Al-
Hussein, he called for Gabriel and Michael and Raphael and they responded, ‘At Your command,
our Lord.” So he said, ‘Lift me up in the air.” So Al-Hussein and his lad Gabriel were lifted.” Then be
recited Allab’s words, ““They will not believe in it until they see the grievous Penalty.””* Then He
took them the take of a Capable, Dear One.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, did the companions of Al-Hussein see Gabriel?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, and they saw Michael and Raphael, and I see them and you see them.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, I see Gabriel, Raphael and Michael?”

He said, “Yes.”

I said, “O Master, in one image or in different images?”

He (PBUH) said, “Rather, in our image.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, when have I seen Gabriel?”

He said, “You have seen him today.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Where?”

He said, “In this house of ours.”

I said, “At what time?”

Al-Sadiq said, “In this hour. Would you like him to talk to you?”

I said, “By Allah, I would.”

He said, “O Abul Khattab, are you Gabriel?”

122 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 26, Verse 201
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Abul Khattab said, “By Allah, I am Gabriel, and by Allah I am the one who was sent by Al-
Hussein (From Him is Peace) to the cursed Umar ibn Saad, and I am the one who spoke to him and
shoved his face into Hell, he and all his companions. And I am in charge of punishing them by His
command, and I am the companion of the first Adam and He commanded me to shout one shout at
creation, so I dismembered them and I bound them with chains and cufts. And I am the companion
of Noah and his Call to his people to the worship of Allah and His oneness, but they did not
acknowledge so I split them with the flood, and I am the companion of Abraham when they denied
him and threw him in the fire. And I, by Allah, was with him and nothing of the heat of the fire
struck me, nor him, and I am the companion of Daniel and the Ark [of the Covenant] and the scrolls
and I, by Allah, wrote it with my hand and my writing and I never doubted and never doubt His
Godhood.

And I am the companion of Moses and Jesus and Mohammed and I am Abul Khattab and the
Father of Good, I am the one who shouted a shout at the people of [Lot] and I destroyed them. And
I'am between the hands of every Imam in every age and time, in different images and under different
names. And I am with the Qaim, between his hands, I blast the oppressors with his sword and he
commands me and I obey him, and I give life and death and distribute sustenance by the command
of my Lord.”

Then two men approached whom I (Al-Mufaddal) did not know.

So Al-Sadig said, “Do you know those two?”

I said, “No Master.”

He said, “Those two are Michael and Raphael, one was in the East and the other in the West.”

1 said, “O Master, what were they doing?”

He said, “I sent them on a mission.”

He said, “Were they with you, O Abul Khattab, at the time of the Messenger of Allah and the
time of the Prince of the Believers Ali?”

Abul Khattab said, “Yes, and at the time of Jesus and Moses and Abraham and Noah and before,
in the time of Adam (PBUH).”

Al-Mufaddal said, “How great is the matter of my Lord!”

Then my Master Al-Sadiq looked at me and said to me, “O Mufaddal, you have been given great
privilege and have learned inner/esoteric knowledge, so you must keep the secret of Allah and do not
let anyone know about it except a faithful/dedicated friend/believer. If you tell the secret to our
enemies, then you have helped your own killing.”

I said, “I shall do that and I, O Master, have seen wonders from the concealment of this creation
and humans and how you advise us and order us to conceal it.”

He said, “O Mufaddal, verily Allah, the Exalted, loves to be worshiped in secrecy.”

1 said, “You have spoken the truth, O Master and Lord, and all praises due to Allah, Lord of the
Worlds.”
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DOOR FORTY-ONE

“ON KNOWING THE STORY OF SALMAN WITH
OMAR WHEN THE PRINCE OF THE BELIEVERS
SENT HIM TO RELEASE HIS TWO HORNS= AND
THE CONDITION IN THAT"

e % D

123 While the Arabic term garn literally translates to ‘horn’ and encompasses various other meanings, in this context it seems to allude
to a case or container in which money is kept.
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Al-Mufaddal said, our Master Al-Sadiq said that the Prince of the Bees, Ali, heard something about

Omar, and he sent Salman the Persian to him.

When be saw him be said to him, “The Prince of the Bees asks you about
what you and so and so said on that day. I hated to expose you but we must
release those two horns of money that were brought to you from Khurasan.”
Salman said,“So when I'said that to him, his face, meaning the tall black man’s
face, changed and he dropped what was in his hand and his body
trembled/shook.”

Omar said, “O Salman, no one knew about the conversation that took place
yesterday morning except me and one person, and neither one of us would tell
the secret of his friend, so how did your friend O Salman, know about this?
And as for the money that came to me from Khurasan, by Allah no one from
Khurasan knew about it coming to me except my friend, and no one from
Madinah knew except me. And I see not the son of Abu Talib, Ali, except as
an all-knowing magician. So I shall tell you of his magic, O Salman.”

Salman asked him to speak.

So Omar said, “Iam telling you the truth and not hiding anything from you
and it is a duty of mine to inform you of the magic of the son of Abu Talib,
did Ali ibn Abi Talib mention anything of this to you before?”

Salman said, “No.”

So Omar said, “I will tell you a story which will make you testify that there
is not in the East or West of the Earth a sorcerer more powerful than Abu
Talib.” Then his eyes became red and be said to Salman, “Tell your friend Ali,
to wear a different garment than the one he is wearing!”

Salman said, “1 pretended not to know what he was talking about and said
to him, ‘O Omar, how can he wear a different garment when he only owns
one?’ So he looked at me and thought that I did not understand what he was
talking about, so he laughed and became friendly with me.”

He said, “O Salman, I feel sorry for you, you deserve more of your rights
and you left us and stood by the son of Abu Talib. If you would have just
leaned towards us, you would have had what we have and what is upon you
would have been upon us, nothing would have been kept from you. And I am
warning you of the son of Abu Talib, don’t be deceived by what you see from
him, do you know what I saw of his magic?”

1 said, “What did you see?”

He said, “One night I was in my home and I met with him privately

concerning a matter between me and him. So as we were like that and we had
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conversed for a long time, he said to me, ‘Stay where you are until I get back.’
So he left and returned back instantly before the blink of an eye, and he had on
his head a white turban and on it was dust. I said to him, “Where did you go?’
He said, ‘A sect of angels came forth marching and with them was the
Messenger of Allah, and he was seeking a city in the East called Shakhoor and it
lies at the rising place of the sun. So I got up and received the Messenger of
Allah. Then I greeted him and this dust that you see, O Omar, is from the dust
of the angels!” So I laughed at what he said, O Salman! I said to him, ‘How can
that be when the man has died five years ago and you claim to have just met up
with him in this hour and greeted him? That can never be!” Then he looked at
me and said, “Woe to you, are you calling me a liar?’ So I said to him, ‘Don’t be
mad, son of Abu Talib, what you say is unheard of, where did you get this [type
of talk]?’ So the Prince of the Believers said, “‘Would you like me to show him
to you along with the angels?” So when I heard that I said to him, ‘Yes, how
could I refuse such a wonder?’ So Ali said to me, ‘Let us get up,’ and he brought
me outside to the road of Madinah and he wiped my eyes and said to me,
‘Look.” When I looked I saw countless horses, and the Messenger of Allah was
coming with the angels and I recognized him as he looked except that his beard
and hair were white.

Then I remained in amazement until the Messenger of Allah and the angels
and horses passed by me and while I was looking at them, your friend Ali
looked at me and said, ‘Did you find what I told you about?’ So I said, ‘Yes’,
while I was in amazement from what I saw. He then wiped over my eyes with
his hand so I couldn’t see anything, no dust and no horses. So when he did that
and showed me what I saw, I became afraid of him and knew he was a great
magician. Don’t let his magic fool you Salman, and avoid him and safeguard
what happened between me and you, and be from us and to us, so that I may
make you in charge of these cities. If you like I could make you in charge of
Persia! I hope you do not tell the son of Abu Talib about what I told you,
because I do not feel safe from his magic.”

Salman said, “And did you see anything other than that from him?”

Omar said, “I have seen what is more strange, and that is that if Ali became
mad, he would pull out a bow and strike the ground with it, and it would turn
into a great snake that resembles the snake of Moses, and it opens its mouth as
the snake did with Pharaoh. And if Ali wishes to command the snake to devour
the mountains of T7hamab, it would devour it and it is for this reason, O
Salman, that I feared him and took precautions against him.”

Salman said, “And did you see with your eyes these wonders from him?”

203



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

&ngw.@; A Mgl Oal g G LBy et L 5,
1wl ) b Sl o) 1 B e Loy el wale add, d@&%fl’d"f,ﬂl sle
s ke o5 (152) L@f\dﬂ\d%#k}ﬁ)dﬂ‘dﬂ)r@);&dw\&m\
2 o &;c,m“\; Gl Ll iy vl b 2wl Dy Ciely Caa o pun
AU

by Ol o de Slo B o 1y N3 0K S ) By A8 e Ol | Kb

d,uvd\sg.ug;3,251;1,2;;.T.\joﬁvm?@@w:«cu\@.@aﬂﬁ;
B S o of o ot e Vs 055 Y Vs o Gl 0l s Y e B 8
O ol ¥ STy i 1 o 5 e U $ M e bl a0 2T i)
ol 1 JBy (g e il 5 b AL AL 8 e LU Y 0l e )]
e OS5 U B oo 13T 8 1) gy 131y el V] ase gt Y 2 131, o

A, S el oK« e

d‘}w i1 G T Ul d gy S T B Iy sl &> Lo ok f
:s,;«dco.\zcw43\(5.;,:L\.tWUL.M&?Q&J&TBQL&:JB)é,‘g&\w
A cdey i is aly b Gy b b b L ol Y LY st Yy (1 Y LT I3k
I o Ly Lo 05Ty ey o b @1 aderly o Ol b Sl S gl AL
oyl e I Gl ol 2 Y 01 ey el 33 Sl ol 131y (Il ods el
o ool Y d%!

G;Tw\s\;%;c O gay e 8l o o ]y 8 JB Sae cl3 e LTy s :0W JB
O p o ols Ol 23 b s sopn Ol ol i B i 25V 4 8 Lo
vy domy s QU | s J»\ 8 LedV Wl Jle V.d:u\ ad! oda ,L o Jo sls Sy
fan Sl ods Sl 1y g :0UW JB

204



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

He said, “Yes O Salman, and if T hadn’t seen it, I wouldn’t have pointed it
out to you.”

So Salman said, “And how did you see it, tell me?”

Omar said, “Ali came to me one day angry and he had this bow that I told
you about and he said to me, ‘O Omar, O enemy of Allah and enemy of His
Prophet, and enemy of his Vicegerent and enemy of his purified Offspring and
Preferred Ones of his followers! You, O enemy of Allah, stick to your tyrant
Shia and do not come close to my Shia of the believers. Verily, I shall punish
you and your group of oppressors severely.” Then he made me listen to a lot of
talk that occurred between me and him. So I said to him, ‘O son of Abu Talib,
did you forget my kindness to you in the time of the rule of Abu Bakr, when
they pounced on you wanting you to go out and give allegiance to Abu Bakr?
And when Fatimah Al-Zahraa saw that, she sought refuge with the companion
of the grave saying, ‘O my Father! O what had befallen me after you!” And she
cried. So when she cried, I had mercy on her and I turned away from it and I
didn’t think you would deny it. And that was when Khalid ibn Al-Waleed was
preparing to attack you.

So when I met up with them, and I had not known anything from what
they had concealed, and Khalid ibn Al-Waleed intended to kill you after Abu
Bakr was done with prayer, Abu Bakr called out before finishing his prayer for
Khalid not to do as he had commanded him to. And you, O Ali, were standing
there next to him and you felt the evil and knew that which was between us
and Khalid. And I was harsher on Khalid than you for his doings with the
people of Al-Ridda (apostasy) and for his killing of Ibn Nuwayrah and taking
his wife from him. And I was determined to tie him, but Abu Bakr forbade me
from that. And what I did publicly and said that the allegiance to Abu Bakr
was a fitna (trial) and Allah saved the believers from the worst of it. So whoever
returns to that, kill them. But you, O Bani (sons of) Hashem, do not thank
anyone for their helping hand nor for any good. As for what has been told to
you by your Shia about me, they are speaking ill of me and backbiting me and
slandering me. By Allah, if it wasn’t for your position, I would have assaulted
them and killed them but after today I won’t oppose you.’

So when your companion heard this from me, O Salman, he laughed hard
and said to me, ‘O enemy of Allah, you are being kind to me?’ Then the anger
settled from him and he threw his bow to the ground and it was suddenly a
great snake and it opened its mouth and then came towards me, and Ali was

looking at me and laughing. And he said to me, ‘O enemy of Allah, what do
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you want me to do with you?’ I'said to him, ‘Thave seen and known so take, O
Ali, your bow and leave, you and your snake, away from me!’ So he shouted at
me a great shout, then he took his bow and it returned as it was, not a snake
nor a serpent, and I still to this day, O Salman, fear him and take precautions
from him.”

So Salman the Persian became amazed and said, “It is by the likes of this
wonder and these godly miracles that we have known Ali.”

Then Omar said, “O Salman, if it wasn’t for my own eyes seeing it I
wouldn’t have believed it, but I have seen and witnessed it. And finally what
was between me and you of reservations and fears has been lifted, and I hope
that you deny the son of Abu Talib and choose to mix with us. And I have
informed you about him and perhaps you have heard similar from others.”

So Salman said, “Omar, tell me more about Ali,” for I (Salman) wanted to
make him feel at ease and to bring out what he has.

Omar said, “O Salman, my father Al-Khattab told me that he saw Abu
Talib practicing magic that he had never seen or heard of from any magician
before. And my father also mentioned that Abdul Muttalib used to practice
this magic too, and the wonder of wonders are those Banu Hashem; they
inherit magic elder to elder and generation by generation.”

So Salman said, “Tell me, Omar, about what your father said about Imran
(Abu Talib).”

He said, “My father went out one day with Imran on his travels and they
had a large group with them, so some Arabs came out upon them carrying
weapons. They wanted to block their road and my father said:

On that day our caravan was great in size and it had many camels and cattle.
So when we saw the Arabs we became frightened and a shout was shouted,
and everyone went to their weapons and we wore all that we had, and we were
scared and terrified. And as we prepared for war and gathered, my father and
the group looked at Imran for he had no weapon. So they said to him, ‘O Abu
Talib, do you not see those Arabs that have come towards us, wanting to block
our path? Be prepared so we can prevent them from harming us.” So Abu Talib
laughed and said, “‘What shall I do with weapons when fighting those people, I
wonder if we fight them and make them fall, would we then defeat them?’ So
I (Al-Khattab) said, ‘No.” So Abu Talib said, ‘And what is the point of fighting
them?’ Al-Khattab said, ‘So what is the solution?’ Imran said, “The solution is
to go into this island that is behind us, so that they are blocked and separated
from us.” So Al-Khattab said, I was bewildered by the talk of Abu Talib and
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his mentioning of an island, and there was no island. So Imran said, “Woe to
you, look behind you.” So when Ilooked behind me, by Allah I was on an island
of the islands of the sea, I had not seen anything like it before. I said, by Allah,
that is of what is said about the magic of Imran and his father Abdul Muttalib,
they did good with us and a favor.”

[Omar said], “So my father Al-Khattab said to Abu Talib, “Tell me how do
we reach that island and the sea is between us, and we have no ships to cut that
distance of sea?” So Abu Talib said, “Woe to you, look with your eyes to that
dry road that is in the middle of the sea.” So Al-Khattab said:

I'looked and there was, by Allah, an easy dry path. So when we saw that, our
faces lit with joy and we knew that we had been saved by Imran’s magic. Then
Abu Talib took the path before us and we were behind him until he reached
the island with us. So he said, ‘Place your belongings in this position, for no
one will reach us nor will their plot reach us.” And at that point the Arabs
approached, running behind us in our trace, until they reached the sea and it
blocked them from us. Then they looked at one another in wonder, and they
were surprised and said to one another, ‘Never in our lives have we seen a sea
or water here!” An old man with them said, ‘Do they have amongst them any
of the sons of Abdul Muttalib?” They said, ‘Yes, they have Imran with them.’
The old man said, ‘Leave, for there is no reaching them now, do not tire
yourselves.” Some of the Arabs said, “We shall not leave them until we eliminate
them on that island.” And a man from them said to his Arab companions, ‘Go
through the sea from that dry path and we will enter behind you.” So they went
after one another until they reached the middle of the sea and they all drowned.
The old man said, ‘I have advised you, and you did not accept my advice, and
I told you not to pursue them as long as they have with them the sons of Abdul
Muttalib. Verily, the sons of Abdul Muttalib have protection and safeguarding
from Allah, no one can reach them to harm them, but you disobeyed me.” So
Al-Khattab said to the old man, as he was facing the sea and hadn’t caught up
with his people who drowned, ‘O Sheikh, what do you know about the sons
of Abdul Muttalib?’ He (the old man) said:

One day we went forth in some deserted lands and we came upon a group
of Arabs with many horses, so we said to one another, “‘What should we do
with this caravan and what is in it of money?’ They said, ‘Yes.” So we took
turns fighting them until we were almost broken, so we ran away in front of
them and kept running for three days, and the people were in our trace. And
we would look back at them and everytime we said that they had caught up

with us, there would be a sudden long distance between us. And we did not
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know the reason for that. Then we became hungry and thirsty and we did not
reach them nor did they reach us. And with the people was a brother of Abu
Talib called Abdullah ibn Abdul Muttalib and he was saying to his
companions, ‘Go forth and do not fear and God-willing they will not reach
you.” So a man with us said, ‘Rest yourselves and let us rest, you have grown
tired and your animals/cattle are tired and those people are magicians, we’ll
never catch up with them. And my opinion is that you should leave them for
awhile until they go away from you and park their caravan. Then we will attack
while they are in a slumber and do not feel it.” So we said that is the best plot
and opinion. And we left them until we disappeared from their sight and they
parked their caravan, but Abdullah was not heedless of his people. He drew a
circle around their caravan and said, ‘O people of Quraysh, no one leaves the
circle, it is a protection for you against your enemies.” His people said to him,
‘We have heard and we obey.” So when we saw that they parked their caravan
and were heedless, we rode and decided to attack them and break in on them.
So when we approached the circle that Abdullah had drawn, we looked and
there was a barrier between us and them, and we had never seen one that is
stronger and firmer than it. We remained for three days working hard to get to
them but we couldn’t, so we returned disappointedly after we had perished
and a great number of us had perished.

So when Al-Khattab heard the testimony of the old man he looked to Imran
and said, ‘O Abu Talib, you the children of Abdul Muttalib have inherited
from your father substantial knowledge.” So Abu Talib said, ‘O Al-Khattab,
that which the old man spoke of happened and I was with them, and I was then
ayoung boy, and that old man was on his camel and he had his weapon on him,
and he had a claim.” So the old man said, ‘By Allah you have spoken the truth
and I was with them, and they made us return. So when they went back, we
left from where we were, and we did not see in the path that we took a sea nor
water nor an island, and that was the case until we reached Al-Sham. And we
had passed by that path more than twenty times and by Allah, we never saw a
sea nor island nor water.’

So Al-Khattab said to the old man, ‘Thave spoken about that to many tribes
and everyone I spoke to was in wonderment over that.” And he (the old man)
said to me, ‘We took that path twice and didn’t see anything.”” So Omar said
to Salman the Persian, “Did you ever hear or see the likes of this magic? The

people know that the Ahlul-Bayt inherit magic.”
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So Salman said, “O Omar, I don’t think anyone believes what you are
saying, that my friend Ali ibn Abu Talib is a magician, and he does not master
any of that.”

Omar said, “I see you think I am a liar.”

Salman said, “No Omar, all that you said is true but it is not magic.”

Omar said, “O Salman, the son of Abu Talib has cast a spell upon you.”

Salman said, “What do you say about releasing the two horns and the
money that came to you from Khurasan?”

Omar said, “Did your friend Al tell you about the story of the money and
the two horns?”

Salman said, “Yes, he told me.”

Omar said, “Ask your friend, son of Abu Talib, and let him know that I
will release the money and will distribute it in everything he wants.”

So Salman said, “I left to the Prince of the Believers Ali and when I
approached, he looked at me and said, ‘O Salman, nothing took place between
you and Omar except thatI have known it, and if you’d like I can tell you about
it.”

Salman said, “By Allah, Iknow that nothing is hidden from you, and I told
Omar that you are neither a mage nor magician and Omar said to me, ‘Your
friend put you under his magic.” As for the horns, he has promised to release
them and spend the money that came to him from Khurasan on whomever
you order him to.”

The Prince of the Believers said, “1 see that he distributes it among the needy
ones of the Mubajireen and the Ansar, so go to him Salman and tell him to
bring it to the masjid of the Messenger of Allah and distribute it there.”

So Salman said, “ At your command, Master.”

Then he went to Omar and mentioned to him what Abu Al-Hassan (Imam Ali) had commanded.
And he brought the money immediately to the masjid as Ali ordered. And the Prince of the Believers
distributed a lot of money every month from the release of those two horns, and Omar could never
delay anything commanded by the Prince of the Believers in fear of that bow and what he saw from

the snake.

Then Al-Mufaddal said to Al-Sadigq, “How many Shia and companions were with the Prince of
the Believers Ali in the time of Omar ibn Al-Khattab?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He had with him forty men from the Unitarians and Close Ones to Allah, just as
there is with all the Imams.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, are the forty men one thing?”
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Al-Sadiq said, “From them are twenty-eight of the Chosen Ones in every age and time, and twelve
Chieftains.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “What s their limit?”

Al-Sadiq said, “With them the Prophets rise, and they are the ones who are called ‘the Substitutes’
in the apparent, and if it wasn’t for them, O Mufaddal, the Earth would have overturned with its
inhabitants. And those never separate from the Imam and they are the stakes of the Earth, and a man
from them goes forth in the land in one day from the East to the West and then from the West to the
East. And they are the Veils and their Doors and with them Allah pushes away misfortunes from the
inhabitants of the Earth.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And those forty do not increase or decrease?”

Al-Sadiq said, “They do not increase one man nor decrease a man, and they are the Preferred
Ones of Allah and His Purified Ones and they are the Messengers of the Imam and the Earth folds
for them. And they are travelers in the day. And they are famous for knowledge, no one from the
people of knowledge and knowing has the likes of what they have, they gained what they have by
works and with the absence of spite from their chests! And they have attained what they attained by
good deeds, so Allah dropped off of them the apparent works by patience, and they no longer need
to eat and drink, nor do they care about the matters of this world. And they came forth with their
own selves to serve the Most Merciful because of what He has specialized them with from true
knowing and affirming Godhood and oneness to the One, Eternal, High, Most High.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And do you see them, O Master, every day?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes O Mufaddal, I see them and send them in the horizons to the nations, and
they are travelers and they are our Preferred Ones and the Preferred Ones of the believers.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “All praises due to Allah that guided me to knowing them, and I ask Him to
bless us with catching up with them. He is Great and Able, to Him is praise forever, and peace is the

end.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master Al-Sadiq, ‘How many deaths and killings and slaughters
does the disbeliever have in the Maskh incarnations?’”

He said, “For the disbeliever it is a thousand killings, and a thousand slaughters, and a thousand
deaths in the Maskh incarnations.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “What is the difference between the killing and slaughter?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Between them is the cause for the halal (permissible) and haram (impermissible).
Do you not know O Mufaddal that everything that is killed is not ha/al to eat and that which is
slaughtered is halal to eat? And as such if the disbeliever incarnates/is installed in the incarnations
that are halal to eat, he is slaughtered in his incarnation. The same applies to all that is killed or dies,
because killing is the brother of death. So the declaring of permissibility (h4/al) and prohibition
(haram) in humans is for this reason, and there is another reason concerning Maskh.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Whatis it, O Master?”

Al-Sadiq said, “In Maskh there is the luxurious and spoiled and the exhausted and tired. And the
Bestower may have widened the livelihood of one and for another He may have tightened his
livelihood. Some of them might be in a humiliated condition with a tightened livelihood, and some
might be strong, powerful rebels.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “1 am unable to understand that, O Master.”

Al-Sadig said, “O Mufaddal, did you not know that of them are the knowledgeable and the
ignorant, and of them are those who lean towards religion?”

He said, “O Master, how can one lean towards religion when he is a disbeliever?”

The Imam said, “The knowledgeable and ignorant are those who praise Allah according to their
knowledge and knowing, and Allah says in His Holy Book, “There is not a thing but celebrates His

praise.””'**

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, do they get a reward in return for that?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, they get in return their reward in this world. So if you see O Mufaddal, a
spoiled, luxurious, rich disbeliever, that is due to a deed he performed in his disbelief, which was of
the righteous deeds to the believers, so Allah gives him his reward in this world and widens his
sustenance. And He gives him health in his body until he receives it in his world, because Allah is Just
and does not do injustice. So if he receives his reward in his human incarnations, he returns to torture
in Maskh. So the good life you see them having is because of that and as for poverty and riches, that
is from their works, because Allah does not waste the labor of a worker of male and female, even if
they went into Maskh. And if they have anything left from their works, Allah gives them of the
blessings that you see, out of His fairness, justice, decisive wisdom, concluded judgment, and
enforced will in the worship of the Lord of creation and command, Blessed and Exalted be He, to

Him is praise always, so praise Him, day and night.”

124 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 17, Verse 44
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked our Master Al-Sadiq about the disbelievers and their sexual
intercourse in Maskh, and about the offspring that comes from them, and what strikes them of good
and evil and affliction and health and the cause of that.”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, verily from the disbelievers are those who are incarnated into Maskh
and of them are those who are incarnated into humans. And of them are those who are incarnated
into beasts and it is repayment for their works that came from them in the first incarnation.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And how is that?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Did you not know that from the beasts are those that are spoiled and those that
live in comfort, and die a death without any slaughter nor any broken bones in their body? And of
them are those who are slaughtered and those who are killed by broken bones, and of them are those
who are tortured with all kinds of tortures and many ailments strike them. And as such those who
are incarnated as humans from the disbelievers, Allah does such with them. And of them are those
who die a death on their bed [after] living in comfort. And of them are those who are killed and of
them are those who are slaughtered and tortured with all kinds of tortures, of toil and exhaustion in
seeking sustenance, and they are in great torture and painstaking effort. So that is the difference
between the disbeliever and the image of humans and the image of beasts, and the difference between
him and the beasts in food and drink and clothing and the preference between them in deeds. For
every one who previously had good and righteous deeds of praising [Allah] and prayer and zakat
(almsgiving), they are given in return the same of benevolence and evil-doing and as such in this
world.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, and is there for the disbeliever a prayer and zakat (almsgiving) and
fasting and hajj?”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, have you not seen the prayers of the Christians and their fasting and
pilgrimages and likewise the Jews, and all the people of all the different religions and varying
jurisprudences and its supererogatory practices are known? Of them are those who lean towards
something of the good deeds, and of them are those who lean towards committing sins. As for the
one who leans towards the good, he is different from the rest.” Then be recited, “Then anyone who
has done an atom’s weight of good, shall see it! And anyone who has done an atom’s weight of evil,
shall see it.”'®

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, this verse is about the believers and not the disbelievers, is it not
so that the believer is allocated from the disbeliever’s [good] works so what is the reward of the
disbelievers?”

Al-Sadig said, “Torture is made lighter for the disbeliever in the Maskh, and He is the Most
Merciful of the Merciful.”

12 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 99, Verses 7-8
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked our Master Al-Sadiq, ‘Are the enemies humiliated by the believers
and the believers by the enemies in the doing of good and evil, as they have done to one another?™”

He said, “Did you not know that the believer is incarnated in human form and the disbeliever in
Maskh and various forms until each does to the other of good and evil as was done to him, if good
then it is good and if evil then it is evil (span by span and cubit by cubit). As such the sunnah (way)
of Allah runs in His creation of all the different species and kinds so that they know that Allah is Just
and does no injustice and it is the nature of creation to be just and fair. And no one has with Allah
leniency or kinship and Allah does not do injustice to anyone. So whatever fell upon the believer
from the disbeliever of harm and hardship and overpowering him in this world is due to that.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Verily that, O Master, is a call for the wonder of wonders.”

Al-Sadiq said, “The wonder, O Mufaddal, is in the secret of Allah and the contents of His
knowledge and His doing, and His actions are connected to reasons of justice and fairness. And the
believer must submit to His command and be satisfied with His judgment per Allah’s words, ‘No
one has the power to reverse His judgment.’*® So all these reasons are due to what I have told you
about and what you see of a disbeliever hurting a believer, and also the reason for the believer
overpowering the disbeliever, until there reaches him what he had put forth, example by example.

And the matter is to Allah always and to Him is praise.”

126 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 13, Verse 41
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked our Master Al-Sadiq about the humiliation of the wicked tyrants at
the hands of the righteous Preferred Ones.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Verily, if the tyrants incarnate into Maskh after [having incarnated into] the
image of humans, they make the previous matter appear upon Preferred Ones, for it was from the
Preferred Ones towards them in the earlier incarnations in the image of humans. Have you not seen,
O Mufaddal, a believer striking a disbeliever and cursing him and perhaps even killing him?”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Yes, I have seen a lot of that.”

Al-Sadiq said, “He had humiliated him in the other incarnations of Maskh and he has been
humiliated by him.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “How is he humiliated by the believer?”

Al-Sadiq said, “That is how he is humiliated.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “That is what I understood, O Master, but how is the one who is incarnated
into a non-human form humiliated if he has liability with the believer?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He is humiliated by him and he overpowers him. Have you not seen, O Mufaddal,
a beast strike a man with its feet and kill him or bite him or trample upon him with its foot, or perhaps
it rips the skin of his head and the man had no fault nor did he commit a crime against it and did not
harm it? Or perhaps a beast attacks an unaware man while angry so it harms him. This is due to
something which he had caused previously. And it was caused by the believer towards the disbeliever
while he was in the earlier incarnations before this incarnation in which he (the disbeliever)
humiliated the believer. That is so, and as such this believer perhaps killed a beast with a sword or
stabbed it with a spear or threw a rock at it, breaking one of its bones, or perhaps he hit it severely.
For all of that, O Mufaddal, and the likes of it was in the incarnations before this AMaskhb incarnation.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Describe to me, O Master, these kinds.” So he described them until he came
to mention the dogs.

Then be said, “O Mufaddal, have you not seen a sleeping or unattentive dog and how a man might
pass by it and hit it and throw it or stab it without the dog having done any crime or harm towards
the man?”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Yes O Master, I have seen that a lot, so what is the cause of that and what you
have described to me, O Master?”

Al-Sadiq said, “And as such a man might pass by and the dog follows him then bites his leg or
pounces on his back and bites him. And the man, when passing by the dog, does not know it and
has never seen it before that day. Or perhaps the man is married to the wife of the dog, because it had
incarnated [before] in human form and his condition in the beginning of the matter was that of a
human in eating and drinking and clothing and riding and other than that, but Allah destroyed him
with the torment of slaughter or killing because of his mischief in the condition of this world. And
the man had married his [the dog’s/former man’s] wife and moved into his house and is wearing his

clothes, so the dog recognizes him while in AMaskh. And if he looks at him, he barks and pounces on
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him or bites him in the face. And as such are the wild beasts and all that kills people. And they might
eat each other, and some of the people they won’t eat and others they do eat, and verily they ask about
each person by the amount of their crimes and sins. So apply, O Mufaddal, the same to the rest of
the vermins.” So Al-Sadiq described everything, even the bedbug and mosquito and ant and wasp
and bee. Then be said, “O Mufaddal, summer is removed from winter and winter from summer, and
growth from destruction and destruction from growth, and water from fire and fire from water, and
verily the fever that strikes the human being is a stored secret and hidden knowledge. And nothing is
hidden from Allah, not in the Earth nor in the Heaven and nothing distracts Him from anything,
and Allah does not do injustice to anyone. And He does not command anyone in injustice, and he
made the beast from the men so that it could spit in man’s face.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, the beast is reincarnated in Maskhb so that it spits in the face of the
believer?”

Then Al-Sadiq said, “Because the beast is from the works of that believer, and the beast was
created from the sins of the believer. And in the first cycle it was in the image of humans and the
believer committed a crime or sin against the beast, so retribution and fairness in torment became

incumbent. The door is finished, and peace is the end.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked my Master about the incarnations of the disbeliever in Maskh and
the incarnations of the believer in Naskh.”

He said, “O Mufaddal, verily the believer might incarnate into Naskb in the image of a human,
then he incarnates in other than it of human images in all the cycles.”

I said, “And what is the condition of the disbeliever in the incarnations?”

He said, “Verily, if the disbeliever incarnates into Maskh, he does not incarnate in the image of
humans originally. Rather he incarnates in the image of cattle/animals, as well as the image of
wild/predatory animals and beasts until he returns in an image that he is appalled by/hates. And so
this is his condition and feature permanently, for a very long period of time, and he does not return
in the image of a human.

As for the believer, Allah safeguarded him from incarnating in the image of the beasts or wild
animals or other than that. O Mufaddal, verily whoever goes into Maskh does not return as a human.
Have you not heard Allah’s words, ‘A Day when they will be tried (and tested) over the Fire!”'* And

2128

Allah said, “Taste ye the Penalty of the Fire, that which ye used to reject as false,”* meaning the
mentioning of the bodies. And He the Almighty said, ‘As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst
of Gardens and Bliss, taking joy in the things which their Lord has given them. Indeed, they were
good-doers.’**” And the meaning of Allah’s words, ‘A Day when they will be tried (and tested) over
the Fire’ is, taste your fitna (trial)! What is the fitna (trial) that they taste? O Mufaddal, they taste it
in Maskh as tiredness and enmity and reincarnations into Maskh and Raskh," and other than that
of the kinds of torment and killing and slaughters and pain.” And be recited Allab’s saying, ““The
Day when no protector can avail his client in aught, and no help can they receive.””* And His saying,
‘As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of Gardens and Springs, taking joy in the things which
their Lord has given them. Indeed, they were good-doers.” O Mufaddal, verily, Allah’s words, “Taking
joy in the things which their Lord has given them’ of safety from AMaskb incarnations and catching
up with them to the degrees of the Chieftains and Chosen Ones and Doors until they catch up with
the Purified. And they shake hands with the angels and ascend to Heaven and come down to the
Earth, nothing veils them from that. And Allah’s words, ‘Indeed, they were good-doers,” Allah says
that they have acknowledged oneness, are submissive and connected to the High, Most High, who
appears in any image He wills and He enters any veil He wishes. He is knowledgeable before that
which came to be and that which will be. And He is the High, the Great. And peace.”

127 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 51, Verse 13

128 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 32, Verse 20

12 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 51, Verses 15-16

13 The transmigration of the human soul from a human to an inanimate object such as a rock or stone.
131 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 44, Verse 41
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked our Master Al-Sadiq about whether the believer is ever a slave owned
by a believer and/or disbeliever and the cause of that.”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, there are two aspects to the meaning of slavery, the first aspect is
that the believer might be a slave owned by his believing brother, and he is not a slave owned by a
disbeliever. And the cause of that is that the believer [who became a slave] was in the first cycle a
brother of this believer that owns him in the second cycle, and this believer [who became a slave]
used to be richer and had a more comfortable living than him. But he did not comfort him and he
did not offer him what was incumbent upon him, according to what is incumbent upon a brother
towards his brother. And that believer [who became an owner] used to be his friend in hopes of
attending from him goodness or kindness, but there was a shortcoming on the end of that believer
[who became a slave] in performing his rights that are incumbent upon him. And he exhausted him
and tired him during the days, and he did not get from him any goodness. Until when he is incarnated
in the second incarnation, Allah subjugates him to this believer who has been exhausted and tired
from the believer who didn’t perform his rights and what was incumbent upon him of kindness
towards his brothers, until his pleadings were cut off. So that tired, exhausted believer enslaved that
believer to make him tired and exhausted in slavery, just as much as he tired him and exhausted him,
example by example. Because Allah is Just and does no injustice to anyone, and is Wise and Fair. So
what was of slavery and ownership, it is what I have told you.”

1 asked, “Master, describe to me the other aspect.”

Al-Sadiq said, “As for the other aspect, it is his Hereafter and the slavery that is between him and
his Lord, Exalted is He. And the believer has many degrees and there is a sign for the limit of each of
his degrees. And the least of his degrees is that which is incumbent upon him in the apparent of
prayers and fasting and pilgrimage and zakat (almsgiving) and jihad and other than that of the
religious laws in the degree of slavery, until he reaches the degree of the free.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And what is the degree of the free, my Master?”

Al-Sadiq said, “If he knows Allah His true knowing, and completes in knowing, he is then free.
He is released and the chains and shackles are dropped off of him. And he comes out of the
labyrinth.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, describe to me knowing Allah His true knowing and completing
in knowing?”

Al-Sadiq said, “When he knows Allah purely without any suspicion or doubt, and confesses that
his Lord is the High, Most High, and admits to His Godhood and oneness, and that He is Rich and
Noble.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And what is the meaning of rich and noble?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Rich with Himself, not in need of anyone of His creations and all of creation
needs Him, lacking His power, greatness, pride and strength. It is then that the believer has known
Allah His true knowing and completed in knowing, and whoever does not know Allah His true

knowing by this description, he is an owned slave. But if he knows Allah by this description, he has
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completed the knowing and has become free and obeyed wherever he goes in the Earth and Heaven.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Does this occur in the Heavens'*?”

Al-Sadiq said, “And is he obeyed except in Heaven? And there is no close angel nor Prophet
Messenger nor Truthful One nor martyr except that they know him and obey him, and know that
he is a saint, devoted to Allah. And most of his dwelling is in the Heaven with the angels; he ascends
to them whenever he wills and descends whenever he wills, and the Earth folds for him and the trees
and mountains and other than that all know him, and that he is a devout saint.”

Al-Mufaddal asked, “O Master, is there any chance in this time and age that anyone be of that
description?”

Al-Sadig said, “Yes, O Mufaddal, there are many people and maybe one of them will greet me
and come to me while you are present in my sitting, except you do not recognize them.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “You have favored me, O Master, and have taught me, and I wish to say
something.”

Al-Sadiq said, “I have known what has crossed your mind, and what crossed your mind was to
ask me to show you some of the believers.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, by Allah it is as you said.”

He said, “You shall receive what you asked for.”

By Allah I did not complete my question and there had come to him a man and he opened the
door.

So Al-Sadig said, “O Mufaddal, that is one of them.”

And he came in and said greetings, so we returned the greetings and he sat at my Master Al-Sadiq’s
side.

He (Al-Sadig) said, “O Mufaddal, ask him about whatever you like.”

So I said, “Where have you come from, brother?”

He said, “From Heaven.”

[Al-Mufaddal asked], “Where do you wish to go?”

He said, “I came to greet my Master and Lord, Al-Sadiq.”

1 said, “My Master told me that the mountains and seas and trees are commanded by you and
they obey you.”

The man said, “Yes, what is more than that obeys me and that is the Earth and Heaven, as well as
Paradise and Hell.”

My Master Al-Sadiq smiled and said to him, “You have spoken the truth.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “Glory be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.”

He said, “Are you praising Allah in wonderment over what I mentioned?”

1 said, “Yes, by Allah.”

The believer said, “ And what is bigger than the Heavens and the Earth and Paradise and Hell obeys

»

me.

132 The textual critic replaced this question with “Is he obeyed in the Heavens?” in his copy.
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I said, “And what is it?”

He said, “Allah, Lord of the Worlds, the Creator of these things and their proportions obeys me.”

1 said, “And what is Allah’s obedience to you?”

[The believer said], “I ask Him and He grants me and I invoke Him and He responds to me, so
what greater obedience is there than that?”

1 said, “My Master Al-Sadiq has spoken the truth.”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, you are amazed and you believe what he said, but hearing is not like
seeing, so ask him to demonstrate something of that.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “So Ilooked and there was nothing closer than a tree that was in the house of
my Master, so I asked him to command the tree in a matter of his choice. So he said to it, ‘O tree,
come forth,” and the tree came forth penetrating the ground in fear until it was between his hands.
Then he said, ‘O tree, feed us of your dates,” and it was not the season for dates but they came forth
on its branches, and its fronds and leaves neared until it fed us and it had many dates on it. So our
Master reached with his hand and he plucked with his blessed hand of the dates until he gathered
some of it and fed us, and we ate, and it was three dates, then he said [to the tree], ‘Spread out,” and
it spread out until it engulfed every corner of the house. Then he said to it, ‘Go back’ and it returned
to its place.”

So be (the believer) said, “O brother, O Mufaddal, are you amazed by what you saw?”

1 said, “Yes, by Allah.”

Our Master Al-Sadiq said, “Do not be amazed, O Mufaddal, verily if he commanded the
mountains to walk with him they would, and if he commanded the seas to overflow they would, and
if he commanded the Heaven to rain it would, and if he commanded the earth to grow it would. O
Mufaddal, and he has done in this very day of ours more than that when you asked me about the
Preferred Ones and believers and their descriptions and degrees. This saint, O Mufaddal, was in the
seventh Heaven and he descended in this hour, and that is more than all that I have told you and
what you have seen of the degrees of the Preferred Ones.”

1 said, “How long did it take him to reach this degree, O Master?”

He (Al-Sadig) said, “In twenty-one incarnations.”

1 said, “How long is an incarnation?”

He said, “That will be mentioned in the next door, God-willing.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master Al-Sadiq, how long does it take for a believer to rise to his
degree until he becomes devoted and ascends to Heaven and descends down to Earth?”

He said, “In twenty-one incarnations.”

I said, “How long is the incarnation in years, O Master?”

He said, “One thousand and seventy-seven years during which the believer is reincarnated twenty-
one incarnations, and that is that for every one hundred years of these years, there are two
incarnations. For if there were more than fifty years in an incarnation, then the same amount that
had increased from the fifty years in the first incarnation is subtracted from his life in the second
incarnation. And if he lived in the first incarnation less than fifty years of age, his age is increased in
the second incarnation the same amount that was decreased from the fifty years of the first
incarnation by those calculations, until there are twenty-one incarnations in the length span of one
thousand and seventy-seven years and seven hours.”

1 said, “O Master, a man might live to be one hundred and twenty years and perhaps more than
that as well.”

So be said, “And that too, because perhaps he will die in this hour or this day while he is in his first
incarnation, and perhaps he will have two incarnations and he lives in each one year or less than a
year. Whatever increases over one hundred, two incarnations are decreased from him. So that is
concerning whoever has a lack or increase in that (the fifty years). As for the twenty-one incarnations,
they do not exceed the one thousand and seventy-seven years and seven hours. As such until there
remains no disbeliever who put forth a good deed or a bad deed, or something of his works, except
that he got it in return in this world.” Then Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, this house is the house of
penalty and reward and revenge, such that every soul gets what it earned while they are doing
injustice. For in this proportion, the Maskb in them changes, as well as the Maskh before that, and
it changes to other than it of every dead and alive and tortured and ridden and killed until they perish
in these times. And at the end of that, the sword is put in them and the completion of their
punishment is by the pain of the iron. Until there remains none except every devout believer in faith,
specialized, purified and that is at the time of the rise of the Qaim (Upon His Mention is Peace).”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, how does this matter remain hidden, and at the time of the
appearance of the Qaim it becomes apparent and unveiled?”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, it is not to be compared to the Heaven and Earth and mountains
and seas and time and all that Allah created. He will unveil the matters of the children of Adam, and
the matters of the children of Adam are not unveiled until the appearance of the Qaim. Did you not
know what the Messenger of Allah said? He said, “The Qaim (From Him is Peace) kills every proud
tyrant and breaks the cross and the whole of religion becomes for Allah the Almighty, so much so
that if a believer passes by a mountain and a disbeliever is hiding behind it, if the believer passes by
the mountain it would call out: O believer, verily the disbeliever had taken cover with me so come
kill him. And the believer passes by the tree and it would say the same.” Because the Qaim (From

Him is Peace) is sent forth at the time of his appearance with the sword and unveiling and showing,
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and Allah is Knowledgeable, Kind, All-Aware, He does what He wants and is not questioned about

what He does and they are questioned. And all praises due to Allah, our Lord and Guide and Proof.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master Al-Sadiq, ‘Verily, many disabilities and ailments come
upon the believer and his family and sons, and we see these same disabilities come upon the
disbeliever too, so what is the reason in that?’”

He said, “As for the disabilities and ailments and other than that of what comes upon the believer,
it is the believer, O Mufaddal, who thinks badly about his brothers in terms of their rights and he
listens to bad speech about them. And he becomes troubled by it and gives attention to other than it
[of bad speech] that is mentioned in his presence, so it crosses his mind that this speech comes
originally from his brothers. So the believer imagines bad thoughts about his believing brother, and
that believer ruled in that without it being confirmed to him. It is then that he holds in himself
towards his believing brother malice and hatred. As for the other believer, he is unaware and visits
him in this condition while the first one holds within him what he holds and shortcomes in asking
about him and shows unfriendliness towards him, because of what was told to him about his brother
which his brother was actually not guilty of. And the first brother might have been unjust towards
him and attributed to him something which was not in him. He is not satisfied with what he
imagined about his brother until he holds a grudge against him in his heart.

As such he would have done [two] injustices to his brother, one of them being that which he
imagined about his brother which he did not say, and the other being what he holds in his heart
towards him of malice. Then he is not satisfied until that he meets him with a frown and shows him
harshness/unfriendliness and shortcoming as far as what is incumbent upon him of asking his
brother and his innocence of that, for that is an injustice and sin. For perhaps that would lead to a
dispute between them and he would say about him that which is not in him and he would be
backbiting his brother. And all that was because of ignorance on his part without his brother
deserving that.

And rather, that was the step of the devil, he ruled that in his heart so that he would not imagine
other than that in anyone, and perhaps that escalates to cutting off ties with him and speaking ill of
him with his brothers, so his other brothers would also assume bad of him every time they mention
it. And it spreads amongst the people until they mention him and talk about him in their sittings and
on the roads. And the believer is unaware, with no sin on him in anything mentioned by his brother.
Until the matter reaches him and he says, “‘Woe to you, the people say you said such and such about
me,” so he would say, ‘Glory be to Allah, you imagine about me as such?’ So he would say, ‘Yes.” Then
he becomes depressed and says, ‘O God, You know that I did not say that nor did it cross my mind
and I have entrusted You with my affairs, so be a sufficient [support] to me.” So He takes revenge for
him from his believing brother. O Mufaddal, your Lord is Just and Wise, He does no injustice. So
He brings down upon that believer symptoms, and perhaps a great trial would befall his family and
children and female companion. And all this is because of what he put forth of his ignorance about
his believing brother, without being able to control that with his mind and without it being
confirmed for him, but with his use of it in ignorance. And opinions can be right and wrong, and

some suspicions are sins. And these disabilities and ailments that are in this world and that strike them

255



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

: il JG
53 vodss sy Aol 3 BVl bWy J31) 4 I35 cesh) Of Galall @V L
5 @ oy By ol Ll 20U T3 3 ol U Ll 380 5o S Slalal s
£ oot ol 18T meaty Gl Got 3o AL G RE Gl e Jiade b esll o3l G
8l oo gl Leled) G RS0 ool 01 Al s NS cly b oo il o ST e g
oie gy O 1 oo I3 G Sl sl 3 Uy cpudl ang nsl) sl Lo sl oa b
e oxpins € Jid AV asll Ll e 3 eliardly spudl oo sl 4l 4] ey i
Yl we a5 b ol oo clibl d oaly dise & 22T 8 L 42T 5, bl ol
lt o el boe gt ) ey el 8 W1 AV 0K s s 3 AT el 4 Y (s
m,\,il\bgﬁ&@?o}@.Tw}l,qugds,@&@ucwm@,ﬁg
g ol i 5 Y epel) o el B i b Gl f Ld e Ly s L
gy L 11 N3 p #ly 4] o JI5l e e (2 1 iy i) o) (s ¢
dler Jo s BTy cindl d)olsl i wlt o ol 16058 s Bl B3 s b
Ve b G s Ko ol s o L)y s oo oled oty OF g 0 001 o
Sl o oh oa s ] e s i ) 3 0l 37 s e e o a
VNl sy el lly ) G e 050k 05T o Ul e ST S5 1555 LK
15 187 3 s b 050 o1 o] ey 5 el iy ool oS3 L et (3 s
b b o] ol idgis Taar 1 s ¢ oom ik s g e oa st il Ol 520
O ¢ fae b il sl e d (315 5oiSTB clle BTy 8 51y ol s Yy i3 B
Byt Wb ooy oy dal gl oy Sl Al sl e J5d 52 Y ‘f:<’ dsle &b
43W\.5¢.§Jjo.t&cawMﬂé;&d?ﬁwyﬁ\@id%yA(ﬁ&éﬁifj
Ll G 0555 @ BTy Sl adny ¢l ) Gans s et Ul 4 5L S

256



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

are a trial. As such the lack/shortage in self, family, money and children is due to this reason that I
read to you. O Mufaddal, Allah took revenge from him for his friend. And this affliction that befalls
him has goodness for him in his world and his Hereafter, because in these disabilities and ailments
which struck him, and that which befell him afterwards, Allah purifies him and takes away the filth
of the mistake that crossed his mind and what he imagined of his believing brother which had no
basis/origin at all, by that which strikes him of grief and worries with the same amount that struck
his brother when he mentioned to him, ‘So and so said about you such and such and the likes of that
to his brothers.” So he becomes greatly grieved by that, and that grief and worry that increases upon
the second believer, as such was the grief and worry that was received by the first believer. For if these
disabilities and ailments did not befall the second believer, O Mufaddal, then the believer that was
before would be inferior to him. So Allah takes revenge for him, for all of Allah’s doings to the
believer are good for him and a look of goodness. For that reason, when an affliction befalls the
perfected believer he says, ‘Perhaps this is goodness for me in this life and the Hereafter. And I do not
accuse My Lord, the High, in His matters and judgment.” And perhaps others from his believing
brothers say to him, ‘O brother, do not be grieved or worry about this for perhaps it is good for you,
and do not worry and do not accuse your Lord with His judgments and be satisfied.” So this perfected
believer is soothed by this talk and saying and his heart settles.

Then the heart of that believer softens and he says to himself as I said, my brothers, according to
what we have mentioned and what was said to him, so he praises and thanks Allah and says, ‘O Allah,
to You is gratitude.” So it is then that he gets out of the filth of what was hanging upon him and the
symptoms from the sins and what he brought forth with his ignorance. So understand that, O
Mufaddal, and it isimmediate. And the immediate is for a reason and the delayed is also for a reason.”

I said, “O Master, I have come to know this believer and have come to know the reasons for the

disabilities and ailments. So tell me, O Master, about the disbeliever that these disabilities befall and
the ailments that befall his family and money and children, and what is the cause of that?”
Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, verily the disbeliever that these disabilities and ailments befall is the
friend of the believer who mentioned his brother with malice and backbit him, and he was against
the believer who was afflicted with this. And the believer was unaware of his friend’s matter, but
nothing is hidden from Allah. And he committed double the sin towards that believer who is accused
with malice and ignorance. For the confusion that crossed the believer’s mind and his imagining
about his believing brother was wrong, and verily, it appears to be an overcoming for the disbeliever,
and the believer was blinded from knowing his matter and doing and that is something not hidden
from Allah. So Allah is angered for His saint believer and He takes revenge from that disbeliever
without granting him forgiveness. So if a trial befalls him, it is making up for sins. And that is without
him repenting and what befalls him takes place.”

I said, “O Master, and what is he afflicted with?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He makes his ending bad, and that is that he returns in Maskh. So that is the
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reason for the affliction of the disbeliever and believer. As for the afflictions that befall the believer
and the disabilities and ailments, it is purification for him in the Hereafter. As for the afflictions
that befall the disbeliever, it is humiliation and revenge and anger from Allah upon him and He
makes his end Maskh as I told you. And verily this knowledge, O Mufaddal, is the secret of Allah
and the contents of His treasures that no one has known from His servants except the Preferred,
Special Ones, and Allah made it incumbent that none of the impure commoners know this
knowledge.” Then be read, ““He knows the Unseen, nor does He make anyone acquainted with
His secrets, except a messenger whom He has chosen: and then He makes a band of watchers
march before him and behind him.”** O Mufaddal, you and our Shia, nothing goes out to you of
our knowledge, except what is measured in this world and who is upon it, so do not deviate and do
not lean and do not go astray.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “What do you mean by your saying, go astray?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “To deviate, meaning if he (someone) leans, you would also lean,

and to Him is praise always. The end.”

13* The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 72, Verses 26-27

259



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF
G54 5leb Sty SV sl (2 I3 L ety L U1l 1
o 0y ksl Bl 4 sy e i ety sty 235 380 I g Uy 5
Opet) NIV oole o o e alley L ) 212 055 & e ¢

(o S o 5 A ) 1 i el Y 8 0y e

s ° ° S Sor S b @ Z- 3% or
.

ity a0 ¢ binke b i il s ik ot e @t 46 oy o i) o 11T o
il JB 132 N T Yy Votlans 36 Lo s Ll G 03 Lo Y Lo o Sl 2 Y
o s a1y AL e J (ol ) Sl e B €321 2 gne e sV

260



DOOR FIFTY

“ON KNOWING HOW THE BELIEVER IS
RICH AND POOR IN THIS WORLD
AND THE DISBELIEVER AS SUCH”




U)“}‘ &)\?J‘

L4

Saks s o ror ok aS s o
S gL



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked my Master Al-Sadiq about the believing man in this world who is
poor, in need of what is in the hands of the people, compelled, yearning, suffering many great
hardships and constant griefs and worries, while you might see another one of his brothers very rich,
not in need of what is in the hands of others. And you see the disbeliever tired, exhausted and poor.
So what is the reason for that and what is the cause of it?”

Al-Sadig said, “O Mufaddal, as for the believer that you see in this world as poor, verily that
believer in his first Naskh was rich. And he had in his life and age brothers who were believers that he
was supposed to take care of and attend to their needs, and share with them his food and clothes.
Then he was a shortcomer when it came to what is incumbent upon him of that, and he neglected
them and did not carry out Allah’s commandment towards his believing brothers.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, is it incumbent upon every believer towards his believing brother
that he shares with him these things?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes O Mufaddal, read this verse, “Whatever misfortune happens to you, is because
of the things your hands have wrought, and for many (of them) He grants forgiveness.”* Did you
know, O Mufaddal, that the believer has rights upon his believing brother and they are equal in these
rights?”

I said, “O Master, and what are these rights?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The believer may not eat except with the permission of his believing brother, and
he must not do anything of that which he enjoys in this world except by his permission.”

I said, “O Master, are these rights incumbent upon all the believers?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “No, this is only incumbent towards the poor believer that is in need
of the people. As for the one who is equal to his brother in money, nothing of that is incumbent
upon him towards them. But whoever has anything that his brother does not have, even if it were
one dinar or animal, then it is a right upon whoever earns virtue and takes care of the right of the
believer who is his seed in faith.”

I said, “O Master, this matter is difficult, what is the reason for it?”

Al-Sadiq said, “This matter is difficult, O Mufaddal, because the believer is the brother of the
believer from his father and mother, he shares with him all that his hands and all that his being engulf,
and what is greater than that.”

I said, “And what is that, O Master?”

He said, “The obedience of the believer upon his believing brother and the obedience of Allah
and His Messenger upon His worshipers/servants.”

1 said, “O Master, who can handle that or be able to perform these rights, and who can fulfill
them?”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, whoever loves to go into the house of peace and longs for the High,
Knowledgeable One and brings himself out of the filth of the darkness and comes into the light of
the Knowledgeable One, for him it shall be easy to do what I told you.”

13 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 42, Verse 30

263



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Sl ) g cade T Ll ods 3 ool ol e Galal ¥ I Junill U

Sl o 08 6 By 551ie Loy2y Uyby Tyt Tagr 2 e Jaan AU ey
Loy &3 3 ) Ut e mupe 5580 Lyze 3801 (g w0 L"S'\j S e Lo ake e
6 s s 0 ade Tk Lol s 3 ol (sl mht L ¢ Jiako L Ll JB Slas ol
el W58y oles bl g el o Ol ey 08 3o 06 Lt W)
é&‘%Jé}JM&WJ&SJkaxW@f‘W}WL}W)WJ

e ol5)

CLaVl ods 3 S5l O esll sl Q) e 7 o o s sV b Jiadl) 6

ey Sl S8 G e o ST U 1 ads T3l Jinde | o sl
Ll G oda G el way Bsim sl 4l o d a3l OF ¢ binde b e L ;«Jﬁﬁ
Yy eomitl et 036 VI BTLY OF casll e o i3olall JB €5, ods (2 Loy sV

a3l VLl ade (3 ontt e 2

o Loy Lé\; Y el e B Somesll 8 o Gsad) oda g Jas (b OIS

v e 2 B W 3 ool s O o LTy cmld) 3] i e 71 2zl o3l

JL}L}-\J&L@c'&.:\;j.s\a-\})\::;)jM@Tww&¢¢owdﬁyjﬁéﬂiy
LY G w3 s ) el G Pl derd) A

LoV s ms 1] 2Ll JB Sel3 3l Loy o o1 s O cs Ve L 228
o V.la.:j}a by e ylemy oy O b K S ASUL{ML AJJz u,e}l\?i Ry oY ¢ e
25 wosbe o gy Al Belby asll 4T e sl Bl 1B SV n L sa Loy 1 2dB L2l3
L 1Gsbal JU LT o 5y pny Gl o G pst OF s o T s 3y oo esVo b
el gl o a2y 22U A A ey o3Il ] ooy O Col o ¢ i
v sl G e Jus 2151 G Js s

264



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “And how can that be done?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Every believer who fulfills that will rise in the high degrees, and whoever does not
tulfill that will be returned in the description that you asked me about, poor, despised, in need of
what is in the hands of the people and his brothers. And he encounters many burdens due to what
happened and what came forth from him in the first incarnations towards his believing brothers, as
an error from him, until he dies with a great amount of exhaustion upon him, the likes of that by
which he treated his brothers.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And how is the believer whom change was upon returned?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He is returned as a King with many blessings, commanding and forbidding, for if
he heeded Allah and His rights in what is incumbent upon him of equality between his believing
brothers, he is raised to his first degree, and he is lessened in comforts.** This reason, O Mufaddal,
runs forever in the believers in all conditions as a repayment to them for what they are in.” Then Al-
Sadiq said, “As for the disbeliever, O Mufaddal, who is in enjoyment, he is a disbeliever who is rich,
so he does good in this world. And if the disbeliever liked goodness or had goodness towards the
believer with anything of his world, or spoke to him nicely or did a favor for him or for other than
him, then by that he receives in this world good health and increase in money, and if he dies, he enters
into Maskh and he remains in a good condition in his Maskh for the goodness that he did in this
world.

And the disbeliever who is poor and tired and exhausted, that is from what came forth from him
of abuse towards the believer in taking his money, and Allah shows him his penalty, example by
example. Verily, Allah does no injustice to anyone. This is what I told you of the doing of good in
regards to the believers with one another in this world and the disbelievers and their works, and this
is the reason for that which you asked about, O Mufaddal, in the matter of sustenance and to Allah

is grace and kindness.”

13¢ The meaning of this sentence seems to be unclear. However, this is how it appears in the Arabic text.
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master Al-Sadiq, “‘Why have the believers become so few and
disbelievers become so many in this world?””

Al-Sadiq said, “Because the believer, once purified, ascends to Heaven and becomes one of the
angels. Because of that they have increased in Heaven and lessened on Earth. As for the many
disbelievers on Earth, verily the disbeliever if he rises a degree in disbelief he becomes a transgressor,
then he reincarnates and becomes a rebel and he continues reincarnating until he becomes a Door
that examples are set by. At that point he becomes an Iblis (Satan) and is returned in Maskh and he
remains on Earth and does not rise to Heaven, because there is no Muaskh in Heaven but rather
Maskh is on Earth, and it is known and transferred from container to container. And every time he
is reincarnated, he is tortured with a kind of torture and his torture increases as such forever and for

avery long time. So understand this reason behind the many disbelievers and few believers, and peace.
And all praises due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked the Knowledgeable One (Upon Us is Peace From Him) about Allah’s
words, ‘And determined therein its sustenance in four days without distinction - for those who
ask.”137

Al-Sadiq said, “Their sustenance means knowledge and it is the sustenance of the spirits by which
they live. Do you know what is the meaning of Allah’s words, ‘In four days without distinction - for
those who ask’?” He said, “They are the days by which Allah created the Earth and they are
Mohammed and Ali and Al-Hassan and Al-Hussein, they are the four days which Allah mentioned
in His Holy Book and in which Allah determined the spirits of light upon these four days, without
distinction for those who ask. And for every spirit there is a light of knowledge from the knowledge
of the Family of Mohammed. And so he lives his life by their light, and is guided towards the goodness
of his religion and knowing his Lord. And there is nothing in the spirit of the disbeliever of this
knowledge, because the disbelievers are unjust and are not guided to the path of Allah and they do
not truly know, as He said in His Book, ‘Do they not then earnestly seek to understand the Qur’an,
or are their hearts locked up by them? Those who turn back as apostates after Guidance was clearly

shown to them, the Devil has instigated them and busied them up with false hopes.””**

137 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 41, Verse 10
138 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 47, Verses 24-25
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked my Master (From Him is Peace), ‘How does a man love in intercourse
what a woman loves and he desires and lusts and becomes known for that, and is exposed?””

Al-Sadiq said, “You asked, O Mufaddal, about the people of impurity then the abomination.
Verily, Allah, the High, the Exalted, did not plague any of His Preferred Ones and our Shia with that,
nor any single one of the believers ever. O Mufaddal, verily, this is a sickness that all the believers are
free of and none but our enemies and the enemies of our Shia are plagued by it. And how could Allah
plague a believer with that sickness and they are the purified? As for the women of the believers of
our Shia, they are the purified, far away from impurity. And every one who has denied the Wilaya
(authority) of the Prince of the Believers, or had hatred in his heart before to one of the Preferred
Ones of Allah, Allah might plague him with this impure disease.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “It has reached me, O Master, that there is a man that has this illness and
mentions in his talk that he takes the Prince of the Believers as his leader/authority, so what do you
see in his talk?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He is telling a lie, for by the One who split the seed and gave life, verily, the Prince
of the Believers might be loved by a disbeliever too, and the disbeliever that loves him and the believer
are innocent of this illness. And this name is not fit for anyone, and no one is called by it, except that
a misfortune strikes his son.”

I said, “O Master, and what name is that?”

He said, “The name ‘Prince of the Believers’, because it is forbidden for anyone to be called by it
except Ali ibn Abi Talib. And rather, the origin of that thing, O Mufaddal, came forth in the first
incarnation.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “What is that which came forth that was in the catamite man?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The origin of this was an adulteress stigmatized with adultery, and she used to
fornicate and perhaps she knows her adultery and fornication to be good works. Has that not been
conveyed to you, O Mufaddal, and you heard it?”

He said, “Yes, O Master.”

Al-Sadiq said, “And verily this woman, when returned in the second incarnation, she returns as
aman, and He makes her front in her rear/anus. So the reason for the lust of intercourse upon her is
from the first woman, and this adulterous woman. And that which you heard is not found exceptin
the impure as I described to you. And the reason in it, as I told you, is from hating the Prince of the
Believers, Ali ibn Abi Talib, and hating his Shia and loving his enemies. And Allah, the Exalted,
would not make this impurity in anyone whom He specialized with knowing and who professed
oneness and loved the Ahlul-Bayt. So that which I told you about is the answer of what you asked
me, and that which is attributed to be the love of the Prince of the Believers, that love is not pure, for

the heart has spite in it, and Allah knows best and in Him I have put my trust.”
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DOOR FIFTY-FOUR

“ON KNOWING THE BELIEVER AND
WHETHER HE [S RETURNED IN THE
IMAGE OF A BELIEVING WOMAN AND
DOES THE BELIEVING WOMAN RETURN
IN THE IMAGE OF A BELIEVING MAN?”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked Al-Sadiq (Upon His Mention is Peace), ‘Does the believing man
return in the image of a believing woman or not?””

He said, “No by Allah, that is not so, O Mufaddal, rather the believing woman is returned in the
image of a believer (man) if Allah decrees for her perfection. And as for the believer, he is too noble
to Allah than to be returned in the image of a woman, and should Allah reduce from the degree that
he ascended and raised to? That is not the case ever; rather the believing woman is raised to a finer
rank than her rank. As for the believer, he is raised to what is finer than her, and the believer, O
Mufaddal, increases in superiority and elevation until he reaches a degree better than his degree and
to the rank of the specialized. As for the disbeliever, he degenerates to a degree that is menial to what
is more despicable than it, that is the rank of lowliness/disgrace until he is in the kinds of Maskh that
people hate/consider beastly/ugly.”

1 said, “O Master, does the woman come in the image of a man and in the image of women?”

Al-Sadig said, “She would not even be in the image of women after she had returned as a believing
man, rather she is in the image that she was raised to forever and for a very long time. As for the
believing man, I have told you that he does not return in the image of a woman ever, but he migrates
to an image that is better than it and to a rank that is finer and higher than his rank that he was in. So
how does the woman return after she had been returned in the image of man, and had risen from
what was of the image of women? Rather she rises to the rank of a believing man and if that were so,
then it would be degeneration. And the believer would descend from his degree to what is less than
it. And if the believing woman rises to the degree of a man, that means that it is a degree higher than
her degree, and the reason for it is the same as the reason for the believing man who rises from degree
to degree and to what is higher than it. And the woman rises to the degree of the believing men and
their images; for that is the cause in women and their return in the image of men as I told you, and

peace.”
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DOOR FIFTY-FIVE

“ON KNOWING THE DISBELIEVER
WHETHER HE IS RETURNED AS A
DISBELIEVING WOMAN AND DOES
THE DISBELIEVING WOMAN RETURN
AS A DISBELIEVING MAN?”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “1 asked my Master Al-Sadiq about the disbelieving man and woman.”

He said, “Yes, the disbeliever is returned in the image of a disbelieving woman and the disbelieving
woman is not returned in the image of the disbelieving man. Just as the believing men and women
rise in degrees until they all become believing men, and the believing men rise to what is higher than
that, as such are the disbelievers, who degenerate from the degree of men until they all become
disbelieving women.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, it has been narrated from your father that he said, “Women are
more evil than men and more deceitful and cunning.”

Al-Sadig said, “O Mufaddal, the origin of all evil is women and when our Father Adam was
removed from Heaven, it was because of Eve when he was lured by his opponent to eat the seed/fruit.
And as such Cain killed his brother Abel because of women. Did you not hear the words of Allah in
His Holy Book about the wives of Noah and Lot and how they betrayed them? And as such the
killing of Yahya ibn Zechariah (John the Baptist) was because of an adulterous woman. And the
Prophet said it and emphasized it and explained it in great detail, when he looked into the fire and
saw most of its inhabitants were women.” Then Al-Sadig said, “How is that not so and they are
stronger in plotting than men, and Allah said so.” And he (From Him is Peace) said, “And devils are
from the woman, and verily if the human being is raised in disbelief and tyranny and rebellion, he
becomes a Satan and is returned in the image of a woman.”

1 said, “Glory be to Allah, O Master, I did not know that and did not think it would make me

»

cry.
Al-Sadig said, “Did you not read in the Qur’an Allah’s words, ‘Ever feeble indeed is the plot of

Shaitan (Satan).””* And He said, ‘Certainly mighty is your (women’s) plot™*

when they are in the
image of women.”

1 said, “My Master (PBUH) has spoken the truth.”

Then be said, “O Mufaddal, these are the incarnations of the disbeliever in the image of the

disbelieving woman. The end.”

13 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 4, Verse 76
140 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 12, Verse 28
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DOOR FIFTY-SIX

“ON KNOWING THE INCARNATIONS
OF THE BEASTS AND IF THE MALE IS
RETURNED AS A FEMALE AND THE
FEMALE AS A MALE OR NOT”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master, the Knowledgeable One (From Him is Peace), about the
beasts and whether the male returns as a female, and the female as a male or not.”

He said, “Those of them that are halal to eat are returned male as female and female as male. And
the beasts that are not halal to eat are from the sins of the believers, because they had hurt another
believer. And if the beasts pass and are returned, then it is not ha/al to eat anything of it because they
incarnated in another Maskh, which was not halal to eat for others. At that point the male is
returned as male and the female as female, and the male is not returned as female nor the female as
male. Then they go from that Maskh to another Maskh that is worse than it, until they return in a
Maskh so terrible that even the beasts hate it, let alone humans. And they are in between all that in
all the incarnations being put into Maskh and tortured. And they remain as such throughout all the
incarnations of Maskh, whenever they incarnate into bodies of Maskh, with all kinds of punishment
as I mentioned to you.

And all that is from what came forth from them towards the Preferred Ones of Allah of harm,
until they return to a Maskhb that all the beasts and wild animals are enemies to. For they, with their
enmity towards them, eat them then kill them. And in their enmity towards one another, they are
harsher than the enmity of the disbeliever towards the believer and the believer towards the
disbeliever. Until they incarnate in the Maskh that is in the sea and they oppose every creature in the
sea, and the sea creatures oppose them from the extremeness of their tyranny and aggression. That is
the mightiest of Maskh, and the most severe of Maskh is the length of a farsakh'', and perhaps his
evils that come out of his interior reach up a farsakh high or more. Or perhaps he is incarnated in this
condition as a snake with many heads, and what comes out of his interior passes in a tree and burns
it. So that and the likes of it are the worst and the most horrible that there is. So we ask Allah for

forgiveness for our sins, He is Merciful, and peace.”

41 An ancient measure of length that is equivalent to approximately 5 to 5.5 kilometers.
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DOOR FIFTY-SEVEN

“ON KNOWING WHETHER THE BELIEVER
IS OWNED BY THE DISBELIEVER AND THE
DISBELIEVER BY THE BELIEVER AND HOW THE
BELIEVER IS RETURNED TO FREEDOM”
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master, the Knowledgeable One (From Him is Peace), ‘Does the
owned slave return as a sire and the sire return as an owned slave, and does the believer become a slave
of the disbeliever and the disbeliever a slave to the believer?’”

Al-Sadiq said, “As for the believer, he does not become a slave for the disbeliever and the
disbeliever is not spared from serving the believer, but he is spared from serving the disbeliever. And
rather the believer is returned as a sire and lord, a King, noble, strong.”

1 said, “O Master, is he returned as a King commanding and forbidding?”

He said, “And he is returned as a lord over the one whom this believer was a slave of and as a slave
to this believer, because he was the most special of his slaves and the closest to him and a companion
of his command. And he (the lord) did not decide anything without him, and he was dependent
upon him in his self, his command and forbidding and no one was favored more than him, and he
(the lord) only trusted his service. Rather, that is a reward and an earning and a reserve for what had
passed of the necessity of the special slave’s right who was being depended on to return as a King,
blessed and noble. And his owner does not return as a slave because each had complied with the other
in obedience and earning reserves instead of mistakes and disobedience and doing evil and sins.”

1 said, “O Master, how do they return in that which they are returned in?”

He said, “They return trusted and noble in their lineage, and each one returns a Qurayshi.”

1 said, “A Qurayshi?”

He said, “Yes, a Hashemi, do you not know, O Mufaddal, that these lineages are for the believers
and the disbelievers?”

Al-Mufaddal said, “And how are they for the believers and the disbelievers?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “Yes, O Mufaddal, verily the believers and disbelievers go into these
lineages of Hashem and Quraysh by their good deeds and sins. The believer goes into that by good
deeds so he becomes a Hashemi believer, and the disbeliever becomes a Qurayshi tyrant.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, and is this in those who had returned and incarnated?”

He said, “Yes.”

I said, “Until when?”

He said, “In the seventh death in the image of humans. Then the disbeliever enters the
incarnations depending on his good deeds and sins. For if he had put forth good towards anyone, he
is returned for a while as a strong, noble and feared person or the likes of that from that which is
feared and dreaded. And if he had committed sins, he incarnates in the image of a wolf or monkey or

pig or dog and we seek protection with Allah from that, and all praises due to Allah for His pardon.”
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DOOR FIFTY-EIGHT

"ON KNOWING THE INCARNATIONS OF THE
DISBELIEVER WHO IS RIGHTEOUS TO HIS
HOUSEHOLD AND FAMILY AND OTHER THAN
THEM AND THE CAUSE IN THAT®

O @ - -




w‘}‘;o’w‘ U

P b sadlsar S U S S8 e
Sel; QL L



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked my Master (Upon His Mention is Peace) and said to him, “There
might be within us a disbeliever who is righteous to his family, kinsfolk and the rest of the people,
and a disbeliever who is harmful to his household and other than them.””

He said, “As for the disbeliever who is righteous to his family and other than them, he has a lenient
aspect and is easy-going. And we might have within us a disbeliever who is hurtful to his brothers
and other than them, so what do they incarnate into and return as?” He said, “As for the disbeliever
who is righteous to his family and is good to them, he incarnates in the mold/container of a lion or
tiger or what is similar to that and what is appropriate for strength and violence, so that he is strong
and invincible in the eyes of the people. And that is from what came forth from him of the goodness
that I mentioned, so he becomes feared in his incarnations.

Do you not see when a man compliments a man he says, ‘How admirable is he! He is like a lion,’
and they compliment him and revere him? That and the likes of it are a repayment for what came
forth of his works. As for the disbeliever who is hurtful to his household and other than them, he
incarnates into a bear or pig or monkey and the likes of that. He is wicked and of low status/value for
us and in the eyes of the people. Do you not see that if the person mocks another person he says, ‘God
curse him, how disgusting is he, it is as if he’s a bear or pig or dog,’ so they mock him and attribute to
him impurity? This is all from what came forth from him towards his brothers and neighbors and

relatives, and to Allah is the matter in His judgment and to Him is praise with what is from Him.”
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“ON KNOWING THE LETTERS AND

THE DISCONNECTION AND
CONNECTION AND SPEECH”
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The Knowledgeable One (From Him is Peace) said, “Allah did not create a single name except that
He made for it a meaning. And He did not make for it a meaning except that He made for it a ghost.
And He did not make for it a ghost except that He made for it limits. And He did not make for it
limits except that He made for it a nature/character. And He did not make for it a nature except that
He made for it a connection and disconnection. And the disconnected is not known except by the
connected. And if He spoke to the people with the disconnected, they would not comprehend by it
the connected.”

Isaid, “O Master, how is that and why did the people know speech and its meaning?” /said, “And
what is it?”

He said, “The divided letters are twenty-eight letters, and attached to them are connections.”

1 said, “And how is that O Master? May I be ransomed for you.”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “Do you not know, O Mufaddal, that speech is twenty-eight letters,
a phrase between the creation and knowledge for them in what they denied? For if we said to a man
‘Alif” (Arabic letter A) he would not understand anything from it. And if they are all gathered, they
unite in one particular composition, and form a linked structure by which they can be
understood/give meaning. So it is said to him, ‘Allah knows best that He is Allah,” do you not see
that here is a description and a name described with a description? Do you not see that the name is
different from the spelling and that the detailed description is different from the connected? Do you
not know that language/speech is a copy of the Book, and the Book cannot be except by spelling?
Do you not know that spelling cannot be except by the letters? Do you not know that all
language/speech comes out of twenty-eight letters and they are the lexical letters?”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, has knowledge been completed by these?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “As for Arabic, it has been completed, as for other than it then no.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, and what is that?”

He said, “Because the tongues, O Mufaddal, in the time of Abraham became confused so
speech/language became in Hebrew. And the pillars of speech are four, and added to speech was the
whistling and shouting/yelling and pecking, from the letters and their connections and details. And
by speaking with it, all the confused tongues were known and every bird pronounced the most
specific pronunciations. So whoever has known that has known the pronunciation of every bird and
every flying/winged four-legged animal. And do you not know that if you whistle to the birds they
whistle, and if you yell/shout at the pigeons and animals, they are driven away/deterred. And so you
made them understand what they did not understand by shouting and yelling and pecking and
whistling and barking and braying and howling. And what the mouth is opened by is shouting, and
what comes out of the mouth is whistling, and what you return to the air is from the pecking. And
what the mouth is opened by and comes out of the throat is from the yelling so understand that,

God-willing, and in Him we trust and to Him we turn.”

301



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Ly Tt 4 Joors W) ne o ot dy cime o s VL] bl 32 1 2Ol e L) J
V) T d ot s s o Joors W) Topr d Jat s g o Joors W) T o ot
4 ie U dpadll 5 UL K s cdpo b V] dadll B Ly Soss b Jrrs

Yoy

g A e B T3 Loy 1B Sarlany oK o e Ly s S (Y0 b 2
o B L 818 ail gor SV b S STy 0 oSV oo b e b ey il
o3 STT Ld od B ny I g 3l B ey il 3601 O ¢ ke | o LT 3L
Pl e Ly Tagu Ty Tl bl conm 130, it L o L T o L8 6
# o) o s YT faiay O3 oo 5o fﬂ\‘,mu@oi@: SR A;T(M‘&M b 3 4l
™ LT Salbly V) 552 Y ORIy SR B 3601 0 A Ll $d o bl & iy <lond
SIPEIFN R e B e o m SR O J LT € 4L Y] 5t Y eled O
Vil

M Lo LTy eath 0 Ll e Sl e JB 93 el 2 i Jb o Ve s bl U
e Sl aalal g o e ¢ bade b eI OV iU S5 uy 6V n b : Jadl J6
Woaiss oo 55 25 A e dly 2l el o3B30 (3 013 g oSN Fles Ol ezl 3
S Be B s O gl Gl S 8 by Al Y1 e e L 3K
P iy S gl G ke \s\‘exuﬁwﬁjgw o ijs;& S db st §
Loy ecsslls Gl gelly bally Jally Ciskly mdl el Lo Laad) Sl Vb a2,
Loy ) o s slobl 3] 9335 Loy il oo s o) o ok s ) 50 ogdll o i
el s U6 5 e el ol 0] s bl e G e 2y ol 4 o

302



DOOR SIXTY

“ON KNOWING THE CLARIFICATION
OF THE SEVEN ADAMS AND THE
CYCLES AND NUMBERS"
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Sadiq said, “Before us there were seven Adams and seven cycles that have passed, and we are
in the eighth cycle from the eighth Adam. And for every progeny there is an Adam sent forth from
them, then a judgment and a reward and a punishment. For the Greater Gathering, Mohammed
(Upon Us is His Peace and Mercy) will perform it. For if the cry comes in the last cycle, the reward
of the people of that cycle becomes three groups:

A group becomes light, and a group is returned to the house of tribulation, and a group becomes
that which is despicable and in the second cycle a copy. And the people of punishment go into these
groups:

One group becomes of fire, and a group returns to the house of tribulation, and a group goes in
the third cycle into Maskh. So what was of it of Naskhb is from the people of reward, and what was
of it of Maskh is from the people of punishment. Then the Maskh and Naskh go into the Greater
Gathering and the last cycle. The door is finished, and peace.”
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“ON KNOWING THE
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Sadiq said, “Judgment Day has already come up on them and the people of reward went to
their stations. And the people of punishment went to their stations in four cycles of torture and
groveling and the painful Hell and Fire. When the people of reward and the people of punishment
received the same amount which came forth from them, they got out of there (Heaven and Hell) as
Allah said, “They will dwell therein for ages. Nothing cool shall they taste therein, nor any drink. Save
a boiling fluid and a fluid, dark, murky, intensely cold. A fitting recompense (for them),* in
proportion to their evil works and goodness in the cycle and that is due to Allah’s words, ‘Everything
(that exists) will perish except His own Face.”™ And the Fire is the fastest of the two Houses to
respond due to Allah’s words, “T'hey will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth
endure, except as thy Lord willeth: for thy Lord is the (sure) accomplisher of what He planneth.”**
And when the people of punishment came out, they became three groups:

One group returned to a house of greater punishment, those are the ones who are in there forever.
And a group returned to the house of tribulation. And a group became insignificant/despicable,
moving in the image of a worm and that is Allah’s words, ‘Further, make him march in a chain,
whereof the length is seventy cubits! This was he that would not believe in Allah Most Great.”'* He
says, make him march forth in torment in seventy fashioned creations and Allah said, “When behold,
they shall be in the awakened state,”* meaning in a worm that stays awake and does not sleep and
does not marry and nothing of creation is in it, neither offspring nor eggs. Then Allah said, “Then do
We return him (to be) the lowest of the low.”"* Allah is saying, in a worm that has no lineage and no
offspring, and nothing of creation is more evil than it or more despicable than it. So when the Day
of Resurrection takes place, meaning the day of the resurrection/rise of Mohammed, the despicable
will fade, then the people of reward will come out of the four cycles and become three groups:

A group returns to the best of rewards and that is the Fardous Paradise and it is the Paradise of
immortality! A group returns to the house of refinement/filtration, and a group to the crops of the
birds and the stomachs of the fish. Then it goes into Naskh seventy times, then it fades away in the
Greater Gathering. And the despicable are seven species of birds and fish and beasts and
predatory/wild animals and vermins and stones and plants, and seventy kinds of fish and seventy
kinds of wild and domestic beasts, and seventy kinds of wild and domestic predatory animals and
that’s Allah’s words, “There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its
wings, but are nations like you.”* So the best of the beasts are the ones with the tastiest meat and
milk, and the best of the birds are those that have crops and gizzards, and the best of fish and the ones
with the tastiest meat are those that have scales. So what was of it as such is Naskh and what is other

than that is Maskh. And those of the despicable type that are in the womb have tails and that which

2 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 78, Verses 23-26
14 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 28, Verse 88

14 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verse 107
% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 69, Verses 32-33
14 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 79, Verse 14

Y The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 95, Verse 5

148 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 38
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is in the eggs also has a tail. And that which is in the womb breastfeeds and that which is in the eggs
pecks and gathers. And what is Naskb is good to eat, and what is Maskh is haram (impermissible) to
eat and his self and his organs lessen, like the predatory beasts and the predatory birds, and the
vermins are Maskh that turn into the essence which it originated from.

And pearl and ruby and peridot are Naskh, and iron and copper and lead are Maskh and that is
what Allah reported in His Book, ‘“There is not a thing but celebrates His praise: And yet ye
understand not how they declare His glory! Verily He is often Forbearing, Most Forgiving!”*** And
Allah said, ‘Say: Be you stones or iron, Or [any] creation of that which is great within your breasts.
And they will say: Who will restore [return] us? Say: He who brought you forth the first time. Then
they will nod their heads toward you and say: When is that? Say: Perhaps it will be soon.”*® And
Allah said, ‘Do they not look at Allah’s creation, (even) among (inanimate) things. How their (very)
shadows turn round, from the right and the left, prostrating themselves to Allah, and that in the
humblest manner?”s! And Allah said, ‘Each one knows its own (mode of) prayer and praise.”* For

that is the detail in the matter of the cycles, and peace.”

¥ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 17, Verse 44
130 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 17, Verses 50-51
151 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 16, Verse 48
152 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 24, Verse 41
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AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Al-Sadig said, “Understand, may Allah make you firm upon the stable speech. Verily, Allah
spread out His light. Then He created from ita partand image. Then He commanded it to cutimages
and parts. So they came forth as images and parts on the spread-out light. Then they worshiped Allah
and did not disobey Him. Then He commanded that spread-out fire be created and He commanded
that parts be cut from it and that bouri birds come forth from it. So they came forth to Allah as
worshipers. So the light-beings prepared to mix with the fiery, so some of them mixed. So He spread
out a creation from two creations, then He commanded it to create wind. So it created, then He
commanded it to cut from it parts and He created/fashioned from it images and they came forth to
Allah as worshipers. And He commanded the fiery not to mix with the windy and some of it mixed.
So He spread out the earth that was mixed. And He commanded it to create water so it created, and
He fashioned images from it and cut from it parts. So He commanded the windy not to mix in the
watery, and they mixed. Then He created mud from the two seas, the pure and fresh and the salty.
Then He commanded it and cut parts from it and fashioned images from it. And He commanded
the watery not to mix with the muddy and some of them mixed. So He spread forth from it what was
the beginning of the four mixed creations: light, fire, wind and water. And He spread forth from that
the mud/clay of Adam, then He created the matter of the Hereafter, so the traits were installed. And
of a thing, half is created above and the other half is created below from the rock. And He placed on
it the earth/land, because its surface is on a whale and the whale became placed on water, and the
water became placed on the rock, and the rock is white and it is on air, between the air and the rock,
and the jinn are there, trapped, dwelling in layers.

Then He created Adam and made him inhabit the back of it. And He commanded him and
forbade him and made his reward in the commanding and forbidding in this world and the Hereafter
and what is on the back of the layer of what Allah ordained for him and his seed from its food, drink,
sleep and secking marriage partners. Then He allowed for them in it its lusts and adornments and
playfulness, then Allah said in His Holy Book, “Wealth and sons are allurements of the life of this
world. But the things that endure, good deeds, are best in the sight of thy Lord, as rewards, and best
as (the foundation for) hopes.”* For that which endures from the good deeds is commanding good,
and what they do to obey Him, and [what they do] regarding their leniency towards this world and
its adornments and falsehood and marriage partners and money, and Allah said, ‘O ye who believe!
Truly, among your wives and your children are enemies to yourselves: so beware of them!”** Then
Allah said, “Your riches and your children are but a trial; but in the Presence of Allah, is the highest
Reward.”® And He made them desire the things which endure/last and He made what perishes a
trial for them and He commanded them to beware of them. As for that which they were forbidden
from, there came to them punishments and ailments and tribulations from the kinds of maladies

and lack of offspring and selves. And when they did not do what they were commanded with from

153 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 18, Verse 46
15 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 64, Verse 14
155 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 64, Verse 15
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the obedience of Allah, there came to them the punishment which He promised them of Maskh and
lowliness. And Allah said about the progeny of those who came forth from the sons of Adam that
He destroyed them with the punishment of this world and with the punishment of the Hereafter.
Some of them were those who were taken by the flood, and of them were those who were taken by
the trembling, and of them were those who went into Maskh as monkeys and pigs and the likes of
that of the torture of the Hereafter.

Then Allah said, ‘And indeed We will make them taste the smaller punishment prior to the
supreme punishment in order that they may (repent and) return.”>* Meaning that they stop doing
what they were forbidden from. And Allah said, ‘If ye are grateful, I will add more (favors) unto you;
But if ye show ingratitude, truly My punishment is terrible indeed.’*” Allah says, ‘If ye are grateful, I
will add more (favors) unto you.” Meaning an increase in the rewards of this world and the Hereafter
in money and progeny and living. And Noah had said, ‘Seek forgiveness from your Lord, He is Oft-
Forgiving, He sends the sky upon you in abundance and He supports you with money and offspring
and He makes for you gardens and makes for you rivers.”’® Allah is saying, sooner and later, so glorify
Him sooner and later, He that placed for you therein a listener in another will."” They have Proofs
and Messengers that tell them about their Lord in proportion to what they were forbidden from. So
when they turned away from their Messengers, He made their end the same as their beginning. Then
they turned back to Him, for Allah said, ‘And behold! Ye come to us bare and alone as We created
you for the first time.””*® Then be said, “‘And you have known the first creation, so will you not
remember?”'*" And He, the Almighty, said, ‘Is not He who created the heavens and the earth able to
create the likes of them? Yes, (it is so); and He is the Knowing Creator. The command is only when
He intends a thing that He says to it: Be, and it is. So exalted is He in whose hand is the realm of all
things, and to Him you will be returned.”*®* For the realm is the realm of the path and the first parts.
And everyone’s part is a path and a realm with the Knower, the Ancient One. Allah is much higher

than what the wrong-doers say. To Him is praise always and forever, and upon Him the believers

should depend.”

15¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 32, Verse 21

157 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 14, Verse 7

158 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 71, Verses 10-12

13 The meaning of this sentence seems unclear, however this is how it appears within the Arabic text.
10 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 94

161 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 56, Verse 62

162 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 36, Verses 81-83
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In explaining that, Al-Sadiq said, “The characteristics of a person are: the black and the yellow
and the mucus and the blood, and the corners of light and fire and wind and water and a mud/clay
image. He looks in light and eats and drinks by fire, and he has intercourse and moves and finds taste
and flavor by water, for that is a door from his image. For if these corners descend in the self, they are
nine seeking, and finding the beginning of its creation is his mind. And that is his guide, and his sight,
and his way, and his key, and with it he completes what he was sent down with. For if the support of
his mind was of light, he becomes a memorizing, intelligent, quick-witted and clever knowledgeable
one/clairvoyant. He knows about that from his maturity and glory and how and why. And when he
benefitted [from these gifts], he knew his path and his destination in all clarity. So by that he would
have realized mortality, and he lives while remaining devoted to monotheism.

And the morals are by obedience, so if he does that he becomes aware of what has passed and he
increases in what he is upon. And upon that he comes and knows what he is in and from what thing
he is here and where he is going to. And he does not find yellow except in yellow, nor red except in
red, nor black except in black, and no whiteness except in whiteness. And he does not find except a
smell or sweetness or bitterness or sourness or saltiness. So when he knows the red without the
redness, and the yellow without the yellowness, and the white without the whiteness, and the black
without the blackness, then that is the completion of his knowing.

How does he renew his illusion, and his illusion is not except by the support of his mind? And it
might be that the self runs in him while it is hot/in a heated condition, then it runs through him
while itis cold/in a cold condition. So if the hot one comes upon him, he is joyful and vain and rested
and delighted and glad and he commits adultery and fornicates and is shaken and happy. And if the
cold one comes upon him, he is grieved and saddened and lowered and humiliated and forgetful and
hopeless. For these are the symptoms which ill health comes from, and its course is food and drink in
hours that are not agreeable hours for that drink and food. So he endures the pains from the colors

and ill health according to the causes and needs. And peace.”
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Al-Sadiq said, “Verily, Allah cut the parts and fashioned the images and He created the light.
Then He veiled the fire with wind. Then He created water and veiled the water with wind. And He
created mud from the foam of the sea, so water was veiled by it. And from the light He created the
angels in images. And from the fire He created the jizn in images. And mud is the image of Adam,
and Adam was created from mud and fire and wind and water, and that is from the affair of this
world. And He created the light from the affair of the Hereafter, and the wind from the affair of the
Hereafter. And that is because of Allah’s saying, “There are among us some that are righteous, and
some the contrary: we follow divergent paths.”¢* Allah says that He composed an essence and He
created from an essence and cut from it images of you, from your essence. Then the angels began
seeing all creatures, and the creatures from creation did not see them except the jinz. Because they
were created from fire and that is Allah’s saying, ‘And the Jinn race, We had created before, from the
fire of a scorching wind.”"** And no one from the jzzz or men see them except those whom Allah has
honored. Rather, the people see them in the essence of light that was described. So the human being
began eating and drinking by fire, and looking and knowing by light, and hearing and smelling by
wind, and he finds the tastiness of the food by water and he moves by the wind. For if it wasn’t for
the fire that is in his stomach, the condition of food and drink in his stomach would not be digested.
And if it wasn’t for the wind, the fire of the stomach would not be ignited nor would the weight in
his stomach leave him nor the coldness of the water. And if it wasn’t for the light, he would not see.
And if it wasn’t for the soul/spirit, he wouldn’t have come nor gone. For mud is his image and the
bones in his body are like the trees and the earth/land, and the blood in his body is like water on
earth/land. And there is nothing to sustain the earth/land except water, and nothing sustains the
body of the human except blood. And the hair on his body is like the grass on the face of the earth.
And the brain is the sediment of the blood and its foam.

As such was the human created from the affair of this world and the Hereafter. For if Allah joins
them together, his life is established on Earth, because it came down from Heaven to this world from
the affair of the Hereafter. So if Allah splits/distinguishes between them, that split happens by death
because his spirit came down to the Earth from the affair of the Hereafter. For life is on Earth and
death is in Heaven, and that is because He distinguishes between the spirit and body so long as it is
from the affair of this world.

And if he dies then his soul and the light and the fire return to the first part, and the body is left
in this world. Because the wind dries and stiffens the mud, so it becomes remnants and everything
returns to its essence that it was created from. Then the spirit moves by the self and the self’s
movement is from the spirit/soul, so what was from the self of the believer is from hot light that is
sustained/supported by the brain. And what is from the self of the disbeliever is coldness/cold
supported by fire. For the believer’s image is light and the disbeliever’s image is fire and the movement

in them is from the spirit/soul. So what is moved by light and the spirit/soul is from his right and

13 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 72, Verse 11
164 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 15, Verse 27
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what is moved by fire is his left. And that is Allah’s words, “Then he that will be given his Record in
his right,”% he reads it. And as for the one who receives his book with his left, he will not be able to
read it. And death is a mercy from Allah towards his believing servant, and it is revenge from Allah
towards the disbeliever. And if Allah wills that He brings His believing servant out of this world to
the Hereafter, then He has mercy on him and forgives him. And He brings him out of his prison and
invites him to His mercy and returns him to His light, because this world is the prison of the believer
and a Paradise for the disbeliever. And if Allah wills shame for the disbeliever, He causes him to die
and ruins his power. Then He brings him out of his Paradise and returns his self to the fire. And for
Allah there are two punishments in this world, one of them is from the spirit/soul in the torment of
the Hereafter, and the other is from setting them against one another, for Allah said, “Then do we

’1¢6 of sins, for each of thatis a

make the wrong-doers turn to each other, because of what they earn
punishment for the soul and verily, that is sickness and poverty. And all that is made as a punishment
for the believers and an indignation for the disbelievers and the worst of torture in the Hereafter and
revenge in this world. And there is no indignation upon the believer in this world nor punishment
in the Hereafter, and that is not so except by a sin. And sin is from desire, so what is from that from
the believer is a mistake and forgetfulness. And what is from the disbeliever is deliberate and
ingratitude and violation and envy, and that is Allah’s words, “We have thrown in it every
contumacious Rejecter (of Allah) from selfish envy, after the Truth hath become Manifest unto
them.”'¢

And the first creation to worship Allah were the angels, and their image is from light and they do
not sin nor commit mistakes nor transgress against what they were commanded with, they are
obedient to Allah in the Covenant He took upon them and the promise and the trust. And they did
not change nor trade anything from that which they were commanded, they know that there is no
God but Allah.

So when He created the jinn, they enticed one another, so He clouded them, and they mixed with
them, so the ones who do not perform the works of the angels do not see them. And that was made
a veil between them, for the veils are seven: A veil between the individual and the soul/spirit, a veil
between the soul/spirit and the angels, a veil between the angels and the /77, and a veil between the

jinn and humans. The first to believe in the construction of the Earth were the jinn, but they
committed abominations on it with corruption and bloodshed. And they forgot the promise and
Covenant and trust and they remained on Earth, then they perished and that is Allah’s words, ‘I
(Allah) will create a vicegerent on earth. They (The Angels) said: Wilt Thou place therein one who
will make mischief therein and shed blood whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy holy
(name)? He said: I know what ye know not. And He taught Adam the names of all things.”*® So He

created Adam and taught him the names and the number of years and the math/calculation.

1 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 69, Verse 19

1% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 6, Verse 129

17 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 50, Verse 24; Chapter 2, Verse 109
18 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verses 30-31
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Then He brought Adam down to Earth and commanded the celestial objects (i.e. planets and such)
to rotate. And in the time of the jinn the celestial objects did not rotate. So he remained along with
his seed in the territory of territories, cut out from the calculations of the Arabs and Persians and
Romans, and the sum of the calculations of India and the territories of the calculations of India, and
they are eight. Seven of them rotate and one does not move, that is the territory of the jznn. So He
made seven territories in the orbit rotating around their own axis. So because of that day and night
were known.

Then He made with it twelve constellations, and from that the year and months were known.
And the months are known to be thirty days, because the sun rises in each constellation for thirty
days. And He made the day like the year, because He made for the day twelve hours so the hours were
made like the months. And the night became not counted from the life of the human because sleep
is the brother of death, and by it it was inferred that the dead are brought to life for the sleeping
awaken. And verily, death is known from sleep, and resurrection from life after death is known from
waking.

And the characteristics of a person are known from the rotation of the celestial bodies/orbits and
the rising of the constellations/zodiac, and what is in it of the retreating stars and the stars which rise
and set. And if the rotating/spinning stops, then night will not be known from day nor day from
night, and the Earth shall be made perfect by the power of Allah, the Exalted, who has the creation

and the command.”
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Al-Mufaddal said, “I said to my Master Al-Sadiq, ‘T have heard some things from the Shia that
my heart cannot handle.””

He said, “Tell me about some of what you heard from them, will you mention something?” Then
he said, “You wanted, O Mufaddal, to say that they say there were seven Adams on the Earth before
Allah created Adam.”

1 said, “Yes, O Master, verily that is of their speech.”

He said, “They have spoken the truth, because there were seven Adams on the Earth before Allah
created Adam. And verily, Gabriel was from the first century. And Michael was from the second
century. And verily, the cycle is 50,000 years. So if Allah began with creating the Adamites, He would
keep them in Paradise for 50,000 years. And if Allah began to create an Adam, He would make the
inhabitants of Paradise angels. And He would make the inhabitants of Hell in another place. Then

He created the Adamites and we were the first sent to that creation as Proofs.”
And Mohammed ibn Nusayr narrated from Yaqub ibn Salem,

Al-Sadiq asked a man while I was there about this verse, “I'hose who are wretched shall be in
the Fire: There will be for them therein (nothing but) the beaving of sighs and sobs: They will
dwell therein for all the time that the beavens and the earth endure, except as thy Lord willeth:
for thy Lord is the (sure) accomplisher of what He planneth. And those who are blessed shall
be in the Garden: They will dwell therein for all the time that the heavens and the earth
endure, except as thy Lord willeth: giving without break.”™® He said, “It means, without
probibition.” Then be said, “O so and so, perbaps you want the hadith of the Haft?” I said, “O
Master, what is the badith of the Haft?” He said, “There was on the Earth seven Adams before
your Father Adam, and all of them lived on the Earth and the judgments have come upon
them and they were judged and they entered Paradise and Hell. Then they were brought out
of it.” I said, “May I be your ransom, where are the believers?” He said, “As for the believers,
they catch up with the angels.” I said, “And the inhabitants of Hell?” He said, “They catch up
in Maskh, do you not read Allab’s Book?” And be said, ““Have they not considered how many
generations We destroyed before them, as they walk among their dwellings. ™™ Those are the

despicable ones that you see, the pig and the bear and the dog and the jackal and the weasel.”

And it was narrated from Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi Al-Hamza from his father from Abi Baseer that
he said,

1 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verses 106-108
170 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 36, Verse 31; Chapter 20, Verse 128
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We were sitting with Abu Ja far, Al-Bagir (Upon Us is Peace From Him), and they were
mentioned. Abu Jafar said, “Upon them is the curse of Allab. They are misled and
misleading. And by Allab, there still is in the first centuries the beginning of when Allab first
sent Adam to the Earth. For Allah had sent seven Adams before Adam and it remained as
such in those past nations and centuries until Allab sent Mobammed; and He did what we
described and what you have known and what has reached you from us, for that is what Allah
wanted for those two until He sends the Qaim. So be brings them out as two fragile allies and
then be burns them. By Allah, the people will be deceived by them on that day more than they
were deceived by them today. Then be destroys them with the wind. Then Allab switches the
Heaven with another Heaven, and the Earth with another Earth. It is then that the Earth
will be established for us.”

From Ibn Abdullah Al-Barqi from Ibn Omar from Khalid ibn Salem who said,

We were sitting at our Master Ja far Al-Sadiq’s and we mentioned a man. So be said, “I do
not know him.” They said, “Verily, a man witnessed the desolate/deserted lands of Khurasan
seven times flourishing.” He (From Him is Peace) said, “So how many times do you think he
saw it/witnessed it in ruins?” And Al-Sadiq was asked by those who were present about this
world, be said, “It is four bundred cycles and the cycle is 400,000 years and in every cycle there
are seven Adams and in every cycle there is: Adam and Noah and Abrabam and Moses and
Jesus and Mobammed, peace be upon them all.”

And from Mohammed ibn Ismail about the beginning, he said,

T walked in on my Father and said to him, “May I be ransomed for you, was there an Adam
before our Adam?” He said, “Verily, this world was created, then close to the days of the
beginning before your Adam there were other Adamites. Did you not read Allah’s words,
‘We have decreed Death to be your common lot, and We are not to be outdone’®™ A power
that brought about a creation which no one knows but Allah.” So Mobammed ibn Ismail
said, “Every Adam, O Master, had in his cycle: Mobhammed and Ali and Fatimah and Al-
Hassan and Al-Hussein and Abu Bakr and Omar and Uthman and you the Imams and
your Grandfather Mobammed particularly, or are they names that match?” Al-Sadig said,
“It is us precisely and our Grandfather Mobammed precisely and Ali and Fatimab and Al-
Hassan and Al-Hussein precisely. And Abu Bakr and Omar and Uthman precisely.” Then
Al-Sadiq turned and said, “Verily, from us are the Messengers of Allab so long as Allah bas
a need in His creation. And if Allab begins to destroy them, He raises us to Him. And if He

71 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 56, Verse 60

335



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

Lol i) B e e ol B 53 b o) e e U i 3l s L &

i) 3B e dory Jo o3 b T e 30 00 80 3 I3 iy coShas 0V

Al Ly g WL 01 20U s (3 15 U T 15 Cpon s oy 8 ol o
.w;’y@}oﬁhu\;b}ot@a)b@aéiﬁ

JU\:«;:AJK:\, lagd b (b pdae L e ﬁﬂ; &\%@wﬁa\ ;\j\;&@é
o2Vl el eloadl oy 41 0) 2 L Logiad, 2 o Logs o5 o olasl ol s L
CHERIPES L (o2 V)

555 Galall i 1Y, o Ll 6 VB QLo o5 il oo 8 &1 08 G ) e o)) o
S sl 0 B 3ol Dl e Ol G5l 25T Sy 0] 16 e o1 Y 1B e
Blan 31 35lly 535 Blan )T (& 1B Ll oo 0 Bl e Boladll oy S0l 2 50 0y 5
ke Wy ooy (s0s ff‘z‘; e (ﬁTJJJ S & | & 093 K Gy i il
e

Gosl n o Lol 8 1 e 1 B8 Gf o s s B Bl o Jelel o 4F
538 bl df 1 Mo 0pmnal 1in ST 18 1l ol 3 3 T3] il Lol 0] 26
o1 8 s bl o) 4 O L) V) L Y 5 T 5,08 s o2 Ly ST S
Nl Y ‘;j} Oty 5 5 Uls Cpudly !y 2l Jos 4F opph O (g5 L
abby loy 4w 47 by Ligl o2 1slal JB SoleVl 315 ool o] catn a2 Sy
el b dil o Lo U] 206, Galall il i Oty 5 Saly e pedly ey
cad) Ly il O ATy 156 el il 3 4

336



AL-HAFT AL-SHAREEF

begins to create another creation, we are the Messengers to them.” Then Al-Mufaddal said,
“O Master, verily Salman rules in every cycle 4,000 years.”

And Al-Mufaddal said, “I asked Abu Abdullah and said, ‘Is there, O Master, another world
besides our world?””

So he (PBUH) said, “O Mufaddal, there have been created like this dome of yours 12,000 domes.
If this dome of yours was taken and placed in between a dome of those, it would not show in it. And
for every dome there are 12,000 doors. And the width of every door panel is 12,000 years and in it
are lines [of men] standing on their feet such that if you threw a needle it would undoubtedly fall on
one of their heads. They praise Allah and venerate Him and inform so and so in their praises.”

I said, “O Master, are those from the seed of Adam?”

He said, “They do not know Adam nor his seed.”

1 said, “They know you, the Imams, O Master?”

He said, “We are known better by them than by you.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “1 said to my Master Al-Sadiq, “What do the believers become if they
complete/finish?””

He (From Him is Peace) said, “Close angels in the company of the Merciful, He speaks to them
and they speak to Him and He is disclosed to them after the spirit of the Heavens.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, where is the destination of the cursed?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “They are in Maskh like the vermins, snakes and scorpions.”
And from Ibn Sinan from Khrash Al-Nahry from Zurarah who said,

One day I was at Abu Ja far, Al-Baqir’s (From Him is Peace), so be said to me, “O Zurarabh,
do you have anything from the badith of the seven Greats/Elders?” I said, “Indeed, O Master,
may I be ransomed for you, but my self, by Allab, tells me to ask you.” So Al-Bagir said to me,
“Your request, O Zurarah, is about the seven Adams. For before our Father Adam (PBUH)
there were six Adams that have already had their judgments and they were accounted for and
placed in Paradise and Hell, O Zurarah. The angels would not have known when they said,
Wilt Thou place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?™”* were it not

for that which was deemed from the great, ancient matter/command.”

And from Al-Sadiq who said, “If Allah places His Preferred Ones in Paradise and His enemies in the
Fire, they become whatever Allah wills. So if Allah wanted to bring them back, He makes the

inhabitants of Paradise into spiritual angels, and we are His Messengers to His creation.”

172 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 30
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And it was narrated that Al-Sadiq said, “In the Mighty Qur’an, there are seven verses of different
possibilities for Allah’s speech addressing Moses and Pharaoh. Each Adam had a Moses and Pharaoh,
so six of them Allah will do with them whatever He wills and the seventh is our Adam, the one whom
Allah will cause to live forever.”

And from Ali ibn Yousef from Ibrahim ibn Hisham from Ismail ibn Abdul Aziz who said, I said
to Imam Al-Sadiq,

My Master, may I be ransomed for you, was there an Adam before our Father Adam?” He
(From Him is Peace) said, “Yes, an Adam before an Adam until twenty-one Adams were
counted, and the age of each one of them and the age of their offspring in this world and
Paradise and Hell is 50,000 years. Then the inhabitants of Paradise become angels and the
inhabitants of Hellfire become of the despicable.”

Ibrahim said, Ismail ibn Abdul Aziz said, “I asked Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) and said, ‘May I be
your ransom, my aim is the Haft-iya.” He (From Him is Peace) said, ‘Yes, Allah says seven Heavens
and seven Earths alike, and in every Earth is an Adam and a Noah like your Noah.””

Saftwan ibn Safwan ibn Yahya narrated that Al-Hussein (From Him is Peace) had with him two

men and he said to one of them,

“Tell so and so about what you heard and what I told you about yesterday.” He said, “There
were before us seven Adams that lived along with their children, and they completed their
sustenance and they were judged and they entered Paradise and Hell.” But it was too much
in the man’s beart, so be said to him, “There is Al-Hussein, ask bim for I have not lied to you.”
So Al-Hussein said, “Verily, Judgment Day goes upon them, then they enter Paradise and
Hell. Then the Earth returns without anyone in it worshiping Him.”

From Mohammed ibn Sinan from Mohammed ibn Al-Hay Al-Khuthaiy from Kathir Al-Nowai who
said, I said to him, “Woe to you O Kathir, how great are your disagreements regarding Abu Ja’far?”
He said, “I heard something not loved ever.” I said to him, “Woe to you, what did you hear from
him?” He said, “I heard him say that all the Adamites were begun/opened with Mohammed and his
Family.”

And from Mohammed ibn Ismail from a person who was in his company from Abi Hamza Al-
Thamali who said, I said to Abu Abdullah (From Him is Peace),
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“May Allab make me your ransom, tell me O Master about the saying of Allah, ‘Everything
(that exists) will perish except His own Face,” and to Him is praise.” He said, “O so and. so,
everything will perish and nothing will remain except the face of Allab, and He is greater
than to be described with a description. But the meaning is, everything is perishing except His
religion and we, the Imams, are the face of Allah whom He is not approached except by, we
still remain among the worshipers/servants of Allah so long as Allah has in them a vision.”
The man said, “May Allah make me your ransom, what is the vision, O Master?” He said,
“A wish/need, for if He doesn’t have in them a need, He raises us to Him and He does with
them what He likes.”

And from Mohammed ibn Sinan who said, Abu Abdullah said,

Verily, from us are the Messengers from Allab to His creation, so long as He bas a need in His
creation. And if He doesn’t bave a need in them, He raises us to Him, until if He desires and
wills to create a creation, we are the first sent to them and as guidance to the creation and

Proofs upon them.

And from Al-Hassan ibn Mahmoud from Habil Al-Darab and his father Ismail Al-Hassan from Abi
Rafei’ Al-Mowsali from Jabir, he said, Abu Ja’far Al-Baqir said,

O Jabir, Allab’s Proofs in His creation still remain so long as Allab bas a need in them. For
if He did not have a need in them, He raises us to Him then He destroys them by burning and

drowning, and we the Imams are the Proofs after them.

And from Abi Abdullah Al-Barqi and from Mohammed ibn Sinan from Saleh ibn Ziyad Al-Neely

from Yunus ibn Thubyan who said,

1 asked our Master Al-Sadiq about the words of Allah, “Then shall we question those to whom
Our message was sent and those by whom We sent it. And verily, We shall recount their whole
story with knowledge, for We were never absent (at any time or place).”* Al-Sadiq said, “He
said, “The ones we question, we do not question them except after their parting from this world

»

and verily, they shall know.’

And from Al-Hussein ibn Saif from his brother from his father Saif ibn Umaira Al-Hanafi who said,

17 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 28, Verse 88
174 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verses 6-7
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1 asked our Master Ja far about Allab’s words, “Everything (that exists) will perish except His
own Face.”” He said, “We, the Imams among His servants are His tongue that He pronounces
with and His hand in His creation. And we are the face of Allah whom He is approached by,
we still remain amongst His worshipers so long as Allah bas in them a vision.” The man said,
“What is the vision, O Master?” He said, “A need/desire, for if He does not have a need in
them, He raises us to Him and does as He pleases.” Then be said, “I heard Abu Abdullab say,
‘Allab did not create a creation before Mobammed dearer to Allah than Mobammed.”

And from Mohammed Abi Abdullah Al-Barqi from Ishaq ibn Ammar who asked Abu Abdullah

while he was sitting and said to him,

“O Master, I ask you by the One who has the Covenant of the knowledgeable ones to inform
the people and not hold back, that you tell me about what I ask you.” So Al-Sadig (From Him
is Peace) said to him, “Ask about whatever you like.” He said, “O Master, His saying that
FEvery day He is in a matter/affair.™® What are His Veils in His affair that He speaks of?”
Al-Sadiq said, “We the Imams are His Veils, and verily from us are His Messengers to all
His creation so long as Allah bas a need for His creation. And if Allah wanted the destruction
of His creation, He raises us to Him and if Allah wills to create a new creation, we are the first

sent and we are the Guardians of that creation.”

And from Abdullah Al-Qasim who said, I heard Abu Abdullah Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) say,
“Verily, from us are the Messengers of Allah to creation so long as Allah has a need in His creation.”

And Imam Al-Bagqir said, “Verily, Allah started with the cycles of the sunrise and ran its sun forty
mornings, from morning till night, without it having a sun or moon, for its light is from its own light.

No haram blood has been spilled on it nor any sin committed on it, and they do notknow how Allah
created Iblis.”

And from my Father'”’, he said to me, when I entered upon him,

“What do you have, O my Son, of the seven hadiths?” I said, “I have a lot and I intended to
light a fire for it and burn it.” He said, “Give me what you denied of it,” so the Adamites
crossed my mind. He said, “And it was not the knowledge of the angels when they said, ‘VWilt
Thou place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?”"7®

17 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 28, Verse 88

176 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 55, Verse 29

177 The textual critic replaced “And from my Father, he said to me” with “Al-Sadiq said” in his copy.
178 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 30
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Abu Ja’far said,

The Messenger of Allab passed by men from his companions and they were talking, so be said
to them, “What are you thinking about?” They said, “O Messenger of Allah, we are thinking
about the moon and how it does not travel in Heaven as the stars travel if they are thrown.” So
be said, “Yes, this is what you are thinking about. Verily, Allab bas thirty-nine Earths, none
of which bave a sun or moon. That Earth lights itself. And no one knows that anyone commits
sins. And this Earth of yours is the completion of the forty [Earths].” Then be said, “I thought
there was no Earth except that Allah gave it and it was walked upon and it had no empty spot
except that it had in it an angel who is prostrating or standing upright.”

And from Mohammed Al-Bagqir that he said to Zurarah,

“O Zurarah, verily Allab bas a white Earth, its light is from itself; it does not have a sun nor
moon and it has in it creatures that no one knows except Allah. And they did not disobey Allah
even for a blink of an eye.” Zurarah said, “And where is 1blis?” Al-Baqir said, “They do not
know that Allab created 1blis.” He said, “May I be ransomed for you, who are the sons of
Adam?” He said, “They know that Allah created Adam.”

And Al-Sadiq said, “Our Father Adam said, ‘Verily, Allah created thirty-nine domes from the seed
of Adam.”

And from Humayran who said, “I asked Al-Baqir about the angels and their saying, ‘Wilt Thou
place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?”** He said, ‘From where would
the angels know to ask that except in what was before?””

And from Al-Baqir who said, “There passed upon our Father, the Prince of the Believers, Ali ibn
Abi Talib, a man. So he said to him, ‘O Prince of the Believers what are these lineages that people
trace themselves to?” So he called him and said to him, “Trace your lineage.” So he said, “Yes, I trace
my lineage to ‘Ad and Thamud and Qarun and between them a lot.” So he said, ‘You do not know
how to trace your lineage. I will tell your lineages and I am Ali, the seventh of the seven weeks of the
Adamites.””

And the Messenger of Allah said, “Verily, Allah has 18,000 universes and this world has in it one
universe, and in this world there are one thousand nations other than the jzzz and humans, six
hundred of them are in the seas and four hundred are in the land.”

And from Al-Sadiq who said, “Three cycles were 700,000 years and a cycle 70,000 years and a
cycle 7,000 years.”

And from Al-Baqir who said, “I spoke about the Children of Israel. So a man said, ‘May I be your

ransom, by Allah, in the hadiths of the Seven is what is more amazing than their hadiths.’

180 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 30
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Al-Bagqjr said, ‘Perhaps O man, you seck the Haft-iya?” He said, ‘Yes.” So Al-Baqir said, ‘Believe in it
foritis the truth.”

And from Mohammed ibn Ali, from the Prince of the Believers who said, “Verily, after me are
tribulations, dark, blind and problematic. Nothing remains in it except the sleeping one.” So it was
said, “And who/what is in the sleeping one?” He said, “He is the one whom the people do not know
what is in himself.”

And from Al-Baqir who said, “T'wo are between the hands of this matter, the five eclipses of the
moon and the fifteen eclipses of the sun, that is so from the descending of Adam to the Earth and it
is then that the calculations of the astrologers will become invalid.”

And from Yahya ibn Imran who said, T heard Ali ibn Al-Hussein say, “Whoever realizes our Qaim
and had a flaw is recovered from that. And whoever is sick is healed from it.”

And Ibn Al-Hussein said, “Destroyed are the sons of Al-Abbas at the hands of our Qaim (Upon
His Mention is Peace).”

And from Yahya ibn Imran who said, I asked Abu Abdullah Ja’tar about the absence of this
matter, when is it and what is the sign of his absence?

So Al-Sadiq said, “A sinking of the ground around the bounds of Nahavand (a city in Iran) and
when Al-Hussein passes Agabat Hulwan, and a tremor will hit the people of Persia, and an
earthquake will hit the people of Rome. So if you see that or hear about it, then be sure about the
occultation of the companion of this matter.”

I said, “O Master, may I be your ransom, his absence is for sure from Allah.”

He said, “As such he was brought out to us and his matter is to Allah, if He wills He hastens it
and if He wills He delays it/slows it down.”

He said, “O Master, where is his occultation at?”

Al-Sadig (From Him is Peace) said, “From behind this space of yours.”

He said, “O Master, there is nothing beyond our space that surrounds this world.”

So he smiled and said, “I shall tell you about that and will not deprive you of it, God-willing. For
beyond this space of yours are various cities, every city has 12,000 doors, and around every door in
every day and night are 12,000 men, [the companion of the matter] remains their Hujjat (Proof)
until Judgment Day.”

He said, “O Master, and how many are the cities?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Thirty-nine domes besides the dome of Adam (PBUH).”

He said, “O Master, from the seed of Adam?”

Al-Sadiq said, “They do not know that Allah created Adam.”

He said, “And O Master, does Iblis surpass them with his horses?”

Al-Sadiq said, “They do not know that Allah created Iblis.”

He said, “O Master, may Allah make me your ransom, how does the Qaim (Upon His Mention
is Peace) break through to them?”

He said, “He breaks through from wherever Allah wills and becomes amongst them.”
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He said, “O Master, where is his occultation and in which city of these cities does he take
residency?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He lives wherever he wills, and Allah is the One who grants success for us and for
you.”

He said, “O Master, do any of you travel to them?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, we are the Proofs of Allah among them and upon them, and they give us the
kbums (fifth) of their money, and do not disobey Allah the blink of an eye’s worth.”

He said, “O Master, and in which times do you travel to them?”

Al-Sadiq said, “If we are here then we are also there, and if we are there then we are also here.”

He said, “O Master, without transport or travel?”

So Al-Sadig smiled and said, “But do not allow your love for us to cause you to say about us other
than the truth. We are the glorified servants of Allah, we do not speak before Him and we work by
His command. And we fear Him with the unseen and we are in awe of Him, glory be to Him, for
He has not given us all these goods except by His praise. And we are the storages of His knowledge,
and the placement of His secrets and the safeguards of His knowledge, and the inheritors of His
Prophets and Messengers and Proofs upon His servants from His creation. Allah chose us, we do
not prescribe for ourselves harm nor benefit except with that He wills. Verily, what I described to
you was with the power of our Lord.”

He said, “O Master, may I be ransomed for you, from where is the coming out of your Qaim?”

Al-Sadig replied, “From the sanctified House of God, and the first to shake his hand pledging
allegiance is Gabriel amongst 70,000 angels, and no angel remains in Heaven except that it pledges
allegiance to him.”

He said, “O Master, I have something which your glory prevents me from asking you about.”

Al-Sadiq said, “May Allah have mercy on you, our Lord commanded us to teach you all that you
need. So ask about whatever came to your mind.”

He said, “O Master, since when did Allah create this world and how long is its beginning till its
extinction?”

Al-Sadiq said, “50,000 cycles and every cycle is 400,000 rounds and every round is 400,000
years.”

He said, “O Master, may Allah make me your ransom, this matter does not end?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The knowledge of that is with Allah, He sees the Hour near and we see it far
away.”

He said, “O Master, where is Paradise?”

He said, “Here.”

I said, “O Master, in this world?”

He said, “Yes.”

I said to him, “And where is Hellfire?”

He said, “Wherever Allah wills.”
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[ said, “O Master, Paradise is on Earth?”

He said, “Yes, verily Allah said, ‘And they will say: Praise to Allah, who has fulfilled for us His
promise and made us inherit the earth [so] we may settle in Paradise wherever we will. And excellent
is the reward of [righteous] workers.””8!

He said, “O Master, is there an end to Paradise and Hell and a time limit?”

He said, “Yes, because Allah said in the story of Paradise and Hell, “They will dwell therein for all
the time that the heavens and the earth endure, except as thy Lord willeth.””'$?

He said, “O Master, to where is the destiny of the people of Paradise and Hell?”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “The people of Hell become of the despicable.”

1 said, “O Master, what are the despicable?”

He said, “Bugs and flies and ants and the likes of that.”

He said, “O Master, they transfer from thing to thing?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, and they transfer from creation to creation, for that is the Greater
Punishment.”

He said, “O Master, what do the people of Paradise become?”

He said, “Angels.”

1 said, “Precisely them (angels)?”

He said, “They become spiritual human beings.”

1 said, “O Master, they do not transfer from thing to thing?”

Al-Sadiq said, “No.”

I said, “O Master, what do the Adamite females and the box775'** become and where is the abode
of the people of Paradise?”

He said, “Allah creates for each believer a Paradise according to his limit and places for him castles
in it, and the Adamite females and the houris go to their husbands.”

He said, “O Master, and where does He make for them Paradises on Earth and in what position?”

He said, “Between the pillars of the Chair.”

He said, “O Master, and where are the pillars of the Chair?”

Al-Sadiq said, “The Chair in length is one thousand thousand pillars, and between each pillar is
the distance of one thousand thousand years, as such is its width. And for them from Allah in every
stop there are 70,000 visitors. And every time they visit and return to their homes, they would
increase seventy-fold the likes of that they were given before.”

1 said, “O Master, verily this is the generous preference. And are they in these Paradises better in
livelihood or in this first Paradise?”

So Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) smiled and then said, “O Bashar, rather the first Paradises near
Allah are better than the second Paradise. Did you not know that Allah brings them to His nearness

181 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 39, Verse 74
182 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 11, Verse 108
185 Houris (plural of Hawra) are, according to the Muslim belief, beautiful women that exist in Paradise as a reward for the believers.
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and closeness in the first Paradises, so He chose between them from His sight?”

He said, “O Master, the Adamite females transfer from condition to condition?”

Al-Sadig said, “Yes O Bashar, they transfer from species to species and from goodness to
goodness and from light to light, and from blessing to the best of blessings.”

He said, “O Master, all praises due to Allah who has not given from His knowledge to anyone
but you, He specialized you by His preference without all of His creation.”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Bashar, may Allah have mercy on you, do not tell the secret of what I have
given you from the secret of Allah alone.” Then Al-Sadig said, “The matter of the Qaim and his rise
is to Allah alone.”

1 said, “O Master, does he not have signs?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Rather he has various signs.”

1 said, “What are they, O Master?”

Al-Sadig said, “A fire coming from here.” And he pointed with his hand towards the g7b/a and
to the East.

1 said, “O Master, all this in one night?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes and there is a Maskb in India and Sindh. And Al-Hussein enters Hulwan.”

I said, “O Master, what destination does he seek?”

Al-Sadiq said, “He seeks a modern city, on the shore of Sihan of Al-Basra.”

I said, “O Master, is it not Al-Zawra (Baghdad)?”

He said, “No.”

I said, “O Master then what happens?”

He said, “The coming down of soldiers on the shore of S7han of Al-Basra. And there comes out
on the shore of the Tigris River from Al-Basra a man from the sons of my Father (PBUH). He wants
to enter it but he is prevented from that by the most severe of preventions. And he returns leaving
it, and the armies of Bani Mardas gather againsthim. And between him and them are many incidents
and they will remain as such by Allah until around 60,000 are killed at his hand.”

1 said, “O Master, then what happens?”

Al-Sadig (From Him is Peace) said, “He remains as such until he enters it and kills its governor
and the governor of Bani Mardas. So he stays in it however long Allah wills, then its inhabitants
pledge allegiance to him unwillingly without obedience and they give him the tenth. So if he is
assured and empowered/established, they betray him and break into his house at night, and kill his
companions and raid their homes. And he saves himself and flees from his companions and its
inhabitants, and goes out escaping from it. And Bani Mardas raise the head of one of his companions
on a shaft/spear and claim that they killed him. And if you see a quarter of his head on my bed or in
my hands then do not believe in his killing, for he leaves escaping from it by Allah. And he is saved
with his head, and he goes until he reaches Yemen, and the people gather to him from the tribes of
the Arabs and the non-Arabs, they are people that are great in morals. Then he goes out with them

until he reaches your Kufa and he stays in it as long as Allah wills. And a people from Kufa gather to
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him and he leaves it until he reaches Al-Basra. So he attacks it by night and enters it and kills many
people from it and he burns in it many tribes, then he returns to Kufa.”

Bashar said, “O Master, then after that what happens?”

Al-Sadiq said, “What happens is whatever Allah wants.”

Hesaid, “O Master, may I be your ransom, hurry with the answer,  have not asked except desiring
that.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Know that one of our followers still remains in Kufa taking out the land tax and
spending it on his companions. And he takes out his kbumis (fifth) and gives it to his family.”

He said, “O Master, where is the companion of this matter that day during his occultation?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Wherever Allah wills.”

1 said, “O Master, it has been narrated to us from your Father Mohammed Al-Baqir that the
companion of this matter’s occultation is in some of your mountain paths.”

So Al-Sadig smiled and then said, “My Father has told the truth, verily the companion of this
matter is from behind this space of yours, surrounded by knowledge in land and sea.” Then Al-Sadiq
said, “Rather, in various cities.”

He said, “O Master, what do we do with that which has been narrated from your Father?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Know you and your brothers that the stations/ranks of men with us are decided
upon how much they can handle from us. The friend of Allah, Abraham, said, ‘Tam ill, but why ill?
Do you see him as a liar? Nay, by Allah, but rather he was truthful, and He knows best what he said
(May Peace and Blessings be Upon Him).”

Then be said, “O Master, who in those cities are from the sons of Adam?”

He said, “They don’t know that Allah created Adam.”

1 said, “O Master, does Iblis surpass them?”

He said, “They don’t know that Allah created Iblis.”

Bashar said, “O Master, do they know you truly?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, they come to us with fruits out of its season and they give us our kbums
(fifth) that Allah made incumbent and a duty towards us in His Book. And they are more adhering
to us than you.”

He said, “O Master, do they have intercourse and give birth?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, like Adam and Eve.”

He said, “O Master, Allah sent to them Messengers as He sent to the sons of Adam?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes, He sent the Messengers to all of creation and to all who are below the throne
and all that He created.”

He said, “O Master, and they acknowledged your authority?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Whoever denies one of us, he returns to us, and they do not deny our followers
nor do they deny us, for we are the lighthouse of Allah in His land and His trustees upon His
creation.”

1 said, “All praises due to Allah who let me know the extremities of your preference.”
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Al-Sadig (From Him is Peace) said, “May Allah have mercy on you, Allah has not made known
to anyone the extremities of our preference except the worth of a white hair in a black bull. As for
the worth of our preference and knowledge in the knowledge of Allah and His preference, it is not
but the worth of what a bird carries with its beak from the sea that Allah had mentioned in His
Book.”

He said, “O Master, all praises due to Allah who has no one similar to Him, there is no God but
Allah who has no description nor attribute to Him.”

Then be said, “Our Lord was before anything that was and He is the Creator of everything that
was, and He is after everything that will be and He is the Creator of everything that will be. And He
is the ultimate goal and He is the Beginner and Creator of everything and He is the beginning of the
beginning and the everlasting of the end.”

Then Al-Sadig glued his cheek to the ground and by Allah I beard him say this, “My Lord and
Aide, and Master and Support and Creator and Sustainer, and if He wills He tortures me, and thus
render me deprived, and if He wills, He has mercy on me by His grace, woe that day to the ones who
disbelieve!”

Then Al-Sadiq turned his cheek on the dust while saying, “I am your servant and the son of your
servant and the grandson of your servant and the son of your bondmaid, I have become poor to Your
mercy, and believing in Your promise, I bear the consequences of my work/deeds. O my God, have
mercy on my faults and poverty and have mercy on my neediness, O Master, by victory over my
enemies, for without Your victory, I shall be one of the losers.” Then Al-Sadiq raised his head and
said something that was not audible.

So be said, “I'm at your command, my Master.”

Al-Sadiq said, “Conceal what we have revealed to you from the knowledge of Allah that He
concealed from His angels.”

Hesaid, “O Master, when will this cover be unveiled?” And he said that Abu Abdullah cried until
his tears ran.

Then be said, “O my friend, when Allah who has the ability and power with creation wills, and

the matter is for Him, God-willing, upon the trusted and trustworthy.”
And from Abu Abdullah who said,

When death approached the Messenger of Allah, Mobammed, be said, “O Ali, if I die, then
wash me and embalm me and clothe me and sit me up, and 1 shall tell you what will happen
till Judgment Day.” So when be died, Ali washed him and embalmed him and clothed him
then sat him up, so Mobammed told bim what would bappen till Judgment Day.
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It was narrated that Abdul Muttalib ibn Hashem recited a poem about the story of Ibrahim ibn Al-
Ashram, and they (its verses) are the completing, unchanging ones in their course, for the purpose of

understanding. And they are as follows:

O Caller, you have made me listen
To everything you said, and I am not deaf
Allab supported a truthful matter,
He bas His sunnabh (way) in [this] people, not in the nations
For the House has a protecting God,
whoever approaches it will be destroyed
1 told Al-Ashram to purify bis beart,
verily Al-Ashram will be caught up with regret
He was followed by a group of bis soldiers,
Humair and those who are alive from the ancient tribes/from the previous ones
1 destroyed him in the protection of bis party,
after a mark and a swollen scratch
So he was deterred from it and in his neck was a wound,
his checks were injured, the rejectors of the word
And as such is the matter in His (Allah’s) creation,
for the matter of Allab is not concealed
We know Allab, and in us is the trait of keeping kinship ties,
and we keep/fulfill the oaths
And we have an incarnation in every cycle,
one time in the Arabs and another in the non-Arabs
We are the Family of Allab from before,
the matter is still in us since ancient times/the beginning
We are the Family of Allah in His town/land,
we are still the Family of Ali and Abrabam
We are the inbabitants of the Heavens above,
in it we split the lights and the darknesses
We sent forth an advising Messenger
to nations/generations from Thamud and Iram
We destroyed Thamud by force,
and ‘Ad a long time before them
We sent forth the Prophets
to the people of Thamud and ‘Ad and Lakbm
And for us righteous guidance was brought down,
Arabic in origin, the speech of the Qur'an
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And for us the secrets of the Torah are recited,
and for us is the Bible that is recited/narrated for the nations
And we have a knowledgeable one by whom we guide,
and an Imam who has the best of wisdom
And a Book whose verses have been detailed,
in it are the news of the discourses/sayings of the nations
And upon us is the truth and the mark/trace
whose ages were outlined time after time/in one amount after the other
And for us is a matter of honorable knowledge,
and for us are the lights from the One who gave life

This has been completed and the bounty/preference is from Allah, upon Him we have relied.

Some of the Knowledgeable Ones (Arifeen) asked about the hidden/esoteric matters, so he said,
“Whoever does not know the matter from its direction remains from the human bodies until he
reaches completion in knowing, except if he is among those who conceal from you, provided that he
is one who conceals himself from you, then he will be seized by the reins of his partner, and thus
he/she goes out from the house of knowing to the house of denial, so he becomes one of the losers.”

And from Abu Ali Al-Kufi who said, I was at Al-Baqir’s, so there walked into his place a red man
wearing green clothes.

So he said, “Peace be upon you, O Abu Ja’far, and the blessings of Allah and His mercy.” So Al-
Bagir replied with the best of greetings.

So I said to bim, “Who are you, O man? May Allah have mercy on you.”

So be said to me, “I am your brother and companion when I came to you in Khurasan and you
hosted me on such and such night.”

So Abu Ali Al-Kufi said to Abu Ja'far Al-Bagir (From Him is Peace), “I have never seen him in
this appearance, O Master.”

So Al-Bagir smiled and then said, “He is from the veiled, he is veiled with what we want.”

So be said, “O Master, and what did he reach from the truth of his belief?”

So Al-Bagir said, “O Dawal, nothing was too much for Allah due to his closeness to Him.”

Isaid, “O Master, and how oblivious are the people to the likes of this.” And the man disappeared.

So Al-Bagir (From Him is Peace) said, “That is a servant, if you ask [about his matter], he was
given six proofs that he veils himself with wherever he wants in the Kingdom of Heaven and Earth.”

So 1 said, “O Master, how great is the right of the believer with Allah.”

So Al-Bagir said, “O Dawal, do not be prideful over the servant of Allah and thus be held
accountable for that and be destroyed. For verily, for every trustworthy believer there are seven veils,
if they leave his bodies and are removed from him, he becomes close to that.”

So Dawal said, “O Master, describe what you have tasted from the sweetness of faith, what do the
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believers become in the Hereafter if they finish?”

Al-Bagir said, “ Angels close to the Most Merciful, and He speaks to them and they speak to Him
with the number of the spirits of the Paradises.”

He said, “O Master, where do the cursed ones who opposed you go?”

He said, “Vermins and Maskh from the vermins, serpents and scorpions and swine and what has
no good in it after the intensity of torment. And Allah knows best, His mercy encompasses all things
and He is that Most Merciful of the Merciful, the end.”
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[Imam Al-Sadiq said], “Verily, God chose between the souls in the shadows and then made them
enter the bodies, and if our Qaim emerges he shall make the brother inherit from the brother whom
God paired him with in the shadows, and he does not make him inherit from his physical brother.
Know him from that, and whoever knows him from that there shall not remain upon him a stronger
proot.”

And from Mohammed ibn Ali who said, “If the circle spins, it spins upon nation after nation and
century after century until the believers are purified, just as pure gold is purified.”

And from Mohammed ibn Sinan who said, “There is no bird that flies except that it has a mother
and father and uncle. So Abu Al-Hassan turned towards a carpenter who was working at his house
and said, “That carpenter was a rooster in the first cycle and today he is a carpenter.”

And from Ibn Sinan from Al-Mufaddal who said, I asked my Master Al-Sadiq and said, “Tell me
O Master, about the words of the angels whom Allah inspired according to His words, ‘Behold, thy
Lord said to the angels: I will create a vicegerent on earth. They said: Wilt Thou place therein one
who will make mischief therein and shed blood? Whilst we do celebrate Thy praises and glorify Thy
holy (name)? He said: I know what ye know not.””84

Al-Sadiq said, “Do you not know that the Adamites corrupt in the Earth?”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, knowingly or unknowingly?”

He said, “Rather, knowingly, O Mufaddal.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, from where was this known and was there an Adam before our
Father Adam?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Before Adam there was an Adam and Adam and Adam until seven Adams were
counted.”

He said, “O Master, seven?”

Al-Sadiq said, “Yes O Mufaddal, and a thousand Adams too.”

Al-Mufaddal said, “O Master, where were you at that time?”

Al-Sadiq said, “O Mufaddal, we were at the throne of the Merciful, and we praised so the angels
praised by our praises. And we glorified so the angels glorified by our glorifications and we worshiped
so the angels worshiped by our worship. For if Allah willed to make a creation, He causes us to
descend to that creation, so we manage their affairs and teach them, and if Allah wills a matter for

that creation, He raises us to Him then does what He wills with them.”
And from Mohammed ibn Sinan from Al-Mufaddal from Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) who said,

The two that turned back [on their oath) incarnate in the image of two hyenas and they come
to the desert land and they enter the walls of the city, and while they are circling, there came
out upon them a lion and it killed them both. Then they incarnated into Bani Qizaza, so
there came out upon them a man from Bani Qizaza and killed them both. Then they

18 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 30
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incarnate into the Maskh of the land, serpents and scorpions and beetles, so damn them two

in every Maskbh that is not eaten, from the birds and beasts.

And from Al-Sadiq who said, “Aidsi and Hafsa were put into Maskb that is to be slaughtered?” I
said, “O Master, and what is the slaughter?” [Al-Sadiq said], “For Allah placed that as jealousy from
Allah and from His Prophet so none of the predatory animals can catch them.”

And it was narrated from Ja’far that he ordered a bull to be slaughtered, so he said, “As for this
bull, itis a partner in Maskh in his time.” So some of those with him asked him about that so he said,
“Verily, if he was skinned, you would find between the skin and meat a spindle, in it is his wire.”

And it has been narrated from our Master, the Prince of the Believers Ali, that while he was sitting
some of his companions passed by him. So he said, “Verily, that is a camel in some valleys of Yemen.”
So some of the Ansar (followers) laughed. So he said, “Do you mock the hadith of the Messenger of
Allah? As for one of you, his soul incarnates into a donkey whom that person rode yesterday,” and
the Imam pointed towards some of his companions.

And from Al-Sadiq who said that one day he passed by a blind man sitting, so he stopped at where

he was. Then he said to him,

“O Shapur (a King from the Sassanid Empire), verily, you were a stubborn tyrant.” So the
blind man bounced from the chair while saying, “O Master,” and he was circling and calling
him. And Al-Sadig passed on to bis destination so some of bis companions said to him, “Who
was that blind man sitting, O Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah?” Al-Sadiq said,
“That man was a King from the Kings of the non-Arabs who would hang people outside until
their necks separate. So he died and Allab put bim into twenty kinds of Maskb, then He
tortured him with the worst that can be of the Fire.”

And from Al-Mufaddal who said,

1 asked Al-Sadig about the Resurrection, so be said, “Did you not hear the words of Allah in
His Holy Book, ‘And listen for the Day when the Caller will call out from a place quite near.
The Day when they will hear a Shout in truth: that will be the Day of Resurrection. Verily it
is We Who give Life and Death; and to Us is the Final Goal. The Day when the Earth will
be rent asunder, from (men) burrying out. That will be a gathering together - quite easy for
Us’?8 So Al-Sadiq said, “Our Father, Ali tbn Abi Talib, goes out and calls with a loud voice,
Allabu Akbar (God is Great).” So all that are in the land and sea respond to bim then Allah
resurrects them all. Then Ali approaches and comes to the people and be marks the believer a

‘believer’ between bis eyes and be marks the disbeliever a ‘disbeliever’ between bis eyes and that

18 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 50, Verses 41-44
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is the meaning of Allab’s words, “T'heir eyes humbled, ™ meaning from the mark between
their eyes. And His words, “They will emerge from the graves as if they were locusts spreading.
Racing abead toward the Caller,™ until a person meets a believer so be says, ‘O believer,
where have you come from?” And he knows bim by the mark. And as such he meets the
disbeliever and says, ‘O disbeliever, where have you come from?’ And he knows bim by bis
mark, and that is Allab’s words, ‘And when the Word is fulfilled against them (the unjust),
we shall bring out from the earth a creature to (face) them: He will speak to them, for that
mankind did not believe with assurance in Our Signs. One day We shall gather together from
every people a troop of those who reject our Signs, and they shall be kept in ranks. Until, when
they come, (Allah) will say: Did ye reject My Signs, though ye comprebended them not in

knowledge, or what was it ye did 2"
And from Abd Al-Samad from Abu Hakim who said,

“I asked Mobammed Al-Baqir about Allah’s words, ‘But he who works deeds of righteousness,
and has faith.”% So Al-Baqir said about the Return (Raja), “His endeavor will not be
rejected: We shall record it in bis favor.”™ Then Al-Baqir said, “And the mentioning of the
Hour is as such, do you not see that Allab says in His Book, “Those who do not believe in it seck
to hasten its coming. But those who believe (in it) hold it in dread and know that the Hour (of
Judgment) is truth from their Lord.”” ™!

A Chapter on Knowing the Ghosts and the Shadows

And from Al-Mufaddal ibn Omar who narrated that Al-Sadiq said, “Verily, when Allah first
created the believers, He created them ghosts before He created them shadows. So Allah glorified
Himself and praised Himself and the ghosts on that day were like that which is not apparent. And
the proof of that is that the echo which Allah made in this world, if a person talks or yells, the likeness
of his voice responds, and that is in a different position. And Allah made that a proof for the ghosts.
And verily, the ghosts used to answer Allah with what He said. And no life in them was incarnated
and mixed, but rather it was a simple, beautiful and vibrant life, as the echo responds to the person
with what he says and there is no life in it. Then Allah created the shadows so He praised Himself
and glorified Himself so the ghosts responded, and then the shadows. The ghosts responded, and
the proof for that is that if the ghosts are seen in the mirror, it would appear as though they’re

speaking with spirits in them, and as such the shadows responded to the ghosts and the spirits were

18 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 54, Verse 7

87 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 54, Verses 7-8
188 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 27, Verses 82-84
18 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 20, Verse 112
10 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 21, Verse 94

1 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 42, Verse 18
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in them. Then Allah created the spirits/souls and verily, they were called ‘spirits/souls’ because they
found rest in knowing Allah and another aspect is that the spirits went to Allah.
Then the spirits said, ‘O Lord, how did You create us and how did You begin us, so that we may

know the beginning of our creation and Your creation?’

So He said to them, ‘From Me was the beginning of the ghosts then the
shadows then you,” meaning the spirits.

So they said, ‘O Lord, You taught us how You created us, so teach us in what
shall we grow and in what shall we die.’

So He said to them, ‘You shall grow in My obedience then you will disobey
without intending to. And if you would intend to disobey Me, you would
never die. Then I veiled Myself with it from you. And I create bodies that veil
you from each other and I invite you to Myself in what I veiled Myself from
you with. So you worship Me, and My veils are many. And when I choose from
it a veil, I do not separate from him and he does not separate from Me. So
whoever worships Me by it from you is a true believer. And whoever worships
Me by all My veils is a disbeliever, and that is because My veils are many and all
of them I have caused to be inhabited, meaning I have caused them to be
inhabited by other than Me. And all that s a tribulation for the progeny of the
devil, because they do not know Me and do not worship Me by the truth of
knowing. So whoever worships Me with faith and certitude, I reward him with
the veil that I do not separate from, nor does he separate from Me. And because
of that I made it incumbent upon Myself and I did not want the devil and his
sons to worship Me by that. And [I wanted] that you worship Me, and you are
more worthy of it, because it is the truth of faith.’

So the believers said, ‘O Lord, how do we disobey You, and how do You
create an enemy and from what do You create him?’

So Allah said, ‘I created you from those ghosts, and the ghosts responded
to Me. And I created you from the shadows and the ghosts responded, and

your mistake was not deliberate.””

He (the Imam said), “So He left them for 51,000 years then Allah spoke and said, ‘I will create a
vicegerent on earth.”’”> And he is your enemy and the enemy of the veils and He has no opponent,

but rather the opponent is for the one who is conquered.

12 The Arabic term ‘ruh’, commonly translated as “spirit/souls’ in English, is derived from two etymological components within the
Arabic language: One of them being “zlAwl/a>})” (‘istirah’/‘raha’), connoting the concept of ‘to find rest,’ and the other being “z1”
(‘raah’), signifying ‘to go to.’

193 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 30
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They said, ‘O Lord, what shall this enemy do?’

So Allab said, ‘If you mention Me by My veil he will kill you, and if you
believe in Me from My veil he will torture you. And he would not have caused
that to remain upon you, if it wasn’t for you doubting Me and worshiping My
veils and not knowing Me. And the veil is the name without meaning, do you
worship the name without meaning?’ So the believers gathered so that they
may greet Allah.

So He said to them, ‘Everyday I am in a matter and it appears to be Me.’

So they said, “We should not depart from Allah.” So this was the first fault
that the believers committed without knowledge nor deliberately. That is for
Allah. They said, ‘O Lord, will You make in it who will corrupt in it and shed
blood while we praise and sanctify You, and glorify You and worship You?’

He said, ‘I know what ye know not.”"* But rather they feared when He said
to them, ‘Verily, all My veils I have housed in them other than Me and I shall
veil you, and veil some of you from one another.” So weakness entered them
and fear at that. Then Allab said, ‘Verily, My knowledge is in you and if you
do not seek Me, My knowledge would fail.”

So He created from the veil by which He veiled Himself from them, and it is the letters and it is the
Veil of Adam. Then He created for every one a veil from their fault according to the number of their
helpers, so He veiled each one from their companion and created from his first veil Iblis (Satan) and
the devil, the one who whispers in the chest of men and the devil of Paradise. He created those from
His veil that He created from the fault of the believers. Then Allah created for every creation a spirit
and a devil, upon their enemy, and so Iblis (Satan) and his sons were created from the disobedience
of the believers. So in total, Allah created many veils from the veils of the believers. Then Allah invited
Iblis (Satan) and his seed to His worship. They said, “Tell us how creation started and our creation,
so that we have knowledge of that.” So He told them what He created them from, and He did not
reveal to them what the believers were created from. And they did not ask Him about the beginning
of the disobedience nor about the beginning of their creation, as the believers asked. And those
believers disobeyed, but Allah forgave them, so what if we disobey once then He forgives us, so Iblis
and his seed believed in disobeying Allah. So when Allah was veiled by the first veil which He named
Adam, and He is the High, He said to the angels, ‘Prostrate to Adam.” He said, ‘Prostrate to Me
through him.” He is saying, through the house, meaning the mold/container. So the angels
prostrated, and they are the believers through Adam, as Allah had commanded them. Verily, they
prostrated to Allah not to Adam. So Iblis said, ‘I am better than him, You created me from fire,””

meaning Your veil, so He made light into fire. And if only he would have said, “You created me from

* The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 2, Verse 30
19 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verse 12
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that which has the interpretation,” but he disapproved/disobeyed and went astray and said, ‘And
Adam You created from clay.” He is saying, You created him from those who are loyal/devoted to
you, meaning the believers, and that is why they prostrated. ‘And I prostrate to You not to Adam,
because I am from You not from him, and those ones prostrate to Adam because they are from him.’
The cursed one meant by that, the believers. Then verily Allah said, ‘And Allah hid His veil from the
first,” from Iblis (may Allah curse him) and He created from his disobedience the veils of the Maskh,
and it is that which its meat is impermissible [to eat]. And when Iblis saw that the believers
committed a mistake unintentionally and they were veiled or wore the veils, and then saw the veils
that were created from his disobedience, he feared to incarnate in them, or to wear them just as the
believers wore [their veils]. And so he and his seed wore the veils of the disobedience of the believers.

He then asked to prostrate to Allah after that body which the believers prostrated to left. But he
did not find Him, so the cursed one and his seed prostrated to everything that has a body, so this
became the way (sunnah) of Iblis and his seed. And they prostrated to the fire and the water and the
stars and the sun and the moon and the night and the day and the trees, and everything that Allah
created. Iblis said, ‘If He is gone, He is to be in one of these things’ and he did not know His veil.
And the cursed one thought he could recognize Him through the prostration that he did to all
things, but Allah blinded him from that. And that is why people began worshiping darkness and
light for along time, because Iblis prostrated to them. And he said, ‘Perhaps Allah has veiled Himself
in them,” then the people prostrated and he returned to the veil that he saw Him veiled in, in the
image of humans. He said, ‘Perhaps He was veiled in the people.” That is why the people were veiled
from one another, so he did not realize that prostration.

The believers said to Iblis, “‘What prevented you from prostrating and you did not know Allah,
and so I prostrated to Him, to His Veil, and He became absent to you/did not appear to you.” From
here Iblis adopted enmity towards the believers and killed them out of envy, as they mentioned him
and they mentioned the prostration and the obedience. And Iblis and his seed knew that their final
matter would be the Maskh, and they did not gain from what they had done. Therefore, he tempted
the believers as he did not realize the prostration, so Allah tempted him by them because of their
disobedience and shortcoming in unifying Him, and their doubt in Allah who created them.
Therefore, He took upon them the Covenant. So He said, ‘And [mention] when your Lord took
from the Children of Adam - from their loins - their descendants,”*” meaning from the matter they
appeared upon of unifying Allah. ‘And made them testify of themselves, [saying to them]: Am I not
your Lord? They said: Yes.”"” Meaning the seed of those before them, and they are the selves, and
they knew Him when He was veiled from them by that, before He went absent.” He said, “They

18 of when He was veiled and how He created a veil and how

say, ‘Indeed, we were of this unaware
He created Iblis, and how he must go into Maskhb for it was created from his disobedience and the

disobedience of his seed, just as the bodies of the believers and the spirits of the devils were created

1%¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verse 172
7 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verse 172
8 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verse 172
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from the disobedience of the believers. And he (the cursed one) overpowered them by murder, and
Iblis would not have murdered them from his own self if it weren’t for previous sins. So he enticed
some of them against each other, and that is to take revenge from the oppressor by oppression and
what was of the punishment of murder. That is why the believers killed one another in different
bodies that we do not know of. Verily, he wanted to kill the body, because the cursed Iblis (Satan)
went forward killing himself and was oppressing them. And verily, the devil was created from the
disobedience of the believers. Therefore, some of them kill one another and this is an affliction upon
them in order that he may take revenge from him.

As for poverty that afflicts the believers, it is from their denial of the believers’ rights and taking
from them what is not their right. As for the murder of the disbelievers, the believers kill them in
different bodies. And as for the disbelievers being in a good condition, it is from what they did to
the believers in different bodies. So whoever rewards a disbeliever from the disbelievers or a believer,
he is given in the other body what he rewarded with. As such if he rewards a Chieftain or a Chosen
One, he is given seven [things] that no one will contend with him over, except that he defeats him.
As such if he rewards another believer, he is given according to what he rewarded the believer with.
And Allah is the All-Knowing and He is the Most Merciful, the God who creates and commands,
Exalted is He, Lord of the Worlds and the best of Creators.”
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"ON KNOWING THE RIGHTS OF
THE BROTHERS AND THE PREFERENCE
OF THE BELIEVERS AND [ WILL INCREASE
IN THE NEWS OF THE MIXING”
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Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) said to some of his companions,

Isolate your family and share what is yours with your believing brother and you will be blessed.
For verily, knowledge is spread and is not split between the believers and as such did Allab say
in His Holy Book, “Say: Who hath forbidden the adornments of Allah, which He hath
produced for His servants, and the things, clean and pure, (which He hath provided) for
sustenance? Say: They are, in the life of this world, for those who believe, (and) purely for them
on the Day of Judgment.”™ And as such it was narrated from my Grandfather, the
Messenger of Allah Mohammed, that be said, “Everything that Allah created in this world
for the believers is spread/made available and is not split, and the enemies of Allah have no

share in it.”
And Yaqub Al-Saraj narrated,

While I was walking in the Holy Sanctuary, I was all of a sudden surprised by a call from
above my bead saying, “O Yaqub! Give glad tidings to the Preferrved Ones of Allab that Allah
has forgiven all of the sins that they have earned except for the rights of my believing servant,
because I have created him with My hand and I housed in him My spirit. So whoever burts
him, and is barsh to him, and takes bis rights lightly, shall not enter into My Kingdom. And
L write him with Me to be amongst the followers of My enemies whom Allab curses and whom
the cursers curse. So woe to them taking lightly the rights of their believing brothers, and verily
the believers are from the light of My might and from the magnificence of My pride. So tell
them, whoever disobeys/opposes bas challenged Me and has shown Me enmity.”

And some of those who know (A4rifeen) asked Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace),

“O Master, what is the right of the believer upon Allah? (i.e. What is the right of the believer
towards another believer according to Allah?)” So be said, “One of the most extreme rights is
that be does not utter/speak except by his permission and be does not eat nor drink without his
permission. And each one of them must obey bis believing companion just like the obedience
towards Allab and His Messenger.” He said, “O Master, may I be your ransom, and who can
do all of that?” Al-Sadig said, “Whoever wants to knock on the doors of Paradise and enter it
safely in peace beside the Most High, the Most Knowledgeable, and the companion of the
matter whose personality is full of goodness.” So the one who asked said, “If I knew about this
1 would have disciplined my own self and I wouldn’t have asked you to purify me so that I
may fulfill what is incumbent upon me [of my brothers’ rights).

192 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verse 32
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So Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) said, “Verily, there came to me a man _from your brothers
and he asked me about that which you asked me about, and I told him the likes of that which
1 told you. And be was a fresh youth, and by the time he left me bis hair bad turned white and
his beard as well and be was saying, ‘O Allah! Until this day we have been abandoning the
rights of our believing brothers and verily, we are clearly astray!’ So I had mercy upon him
and I asked my Lord to forgive him.” So the man who asked Al-Sadig said, “As for the youth,
you had mercy upon him, O Master, so what is my condition?” So Al-Sadiq said, “O man, be
good to your brothers by the amount which you have come to know from Allah and His
Preferred Ones.” The man said, “O Master, in repetition I ask you for forgiveness.” Al-Sadiq
said, “Perbaps Allab shall do that,” so I knew that mercy bad reached me.

And Ahmed ibn Mohammed narrated from Mohammed ibn Sulayman from Abi Ali Mohammed
ibn Mahran who said,

1 asked my Master Mobammed Al-Bagir and said, “Tell me about the enlightened believer from
your Shia, if he completes knowing, does he fornicate?”

He said, “No.”

I said, “Does he steal?”

He said, “No.”

1 said, “Does he commit homosexuality?”

He said, “No.”

I said, “And does he sin?”

He said, “Yes, because if he commits a sin, nothing from his sin catches up with him.”

So the questioner said, “Glory be to Allah, and how is that?”

Al-Bagir said, “Verily, the believer is a mixture of the nations, so nothing from his sin catches up
with him.”

He said, “Master, clarify that for me, O Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah, for the
[matter of the| nations and mixture has been hidden from me.”

Al-Bagir said, “Woe to you, have you not heard the words of Allah in His Holy Book, ‘Those
who avoid great sins and shameful deeds, only (falling into) small faults, verily thy Lord is ample in
forgiveness. He knows you well when He brings you out of the earth, and when ye are hidden in
your mothers’ wombs. Therefore justify not yourselves: He knows best who it is that guards against
evil””200
A man from the companions of Al-Baqir whose name was Ibrabim was in bis company and asked,
“O Master, benefit us as Mohammed ibn Mahran asked you, may Allah make us your ransom, what
is the meaning of the ‘small faults’?”

Al-Bagir said, “Do you know O Ibrahim, what are the small faults?”
He said, “No, O Master.”

20 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 53, Verse 32
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He (From Him is Peace) said, “It is what was not in the believer from the mixture of the Naskh of
the disbeliever and his thoughts in the shadows and ghosts.”

1brahim said, “O Master, explain it to me for that has been hidden from me.”

So be said, “O Ibrahim, is there something in your chest other than this?”

[brabim said, “Yes.”

Al-Bagir said, “And what is it?”

He said, “Tell me, do your Shia become impure/polluted by anything?”

[Al-Bagir said], “O Ibrahim, verily the believer who knows and is enlightened does not become
impure/polluted by anything of bad works.”

So Ibrahim was shocked and said, “Glory be to Allah and praise be to Him.”

Al-Bagir said, “I have come to know what you are amazed by, so ask and inquire, O Ibrahim and
you shall know and understand.”

1brabim said, “O Master, I am amazed at what you explained to me and what shall I say, when
we see your Shia and those who love you devoutly perhaps drinking alcohol, and ambushing [people]
on the roads, and committing great sins, and taking prayer and fasting and zakat (almsgiving) and
hajj and the doors of piety lightly, and you O Master, claim no sin catches up with them.”

Al-Bagir said, “Woe to you Ibrahim, is not what I have mentioned and other than what I
mentioned enough, that one of your naszbis avoids [sins] and performs prayer in its time and gives
zakat (almsgiving) as is incumbent upon him, and is eager to perform good deeds and loves them?”

He said, “In who is that and how is that, O Master?”

He said, “O Ibrahim, you’ve prolonged [in speech] and I have informed in that which I have said,
so how is the belief of those?”

1brahim said, “Master, one of your admirers and Shia upon what you have described, if they were
given all that is between the East and West of gold and silver in order to stop loving you and go out
of your Wilaya (authority/guardianship), they would not, even if their neck was struck with a
sword. And the zasibi who follows your enemy, upon what you described of good deeds, if they
were given the whole Earth in gold and silver to abandon the Wilaya (authority/guardianship) of
the tyrants, they would still remain even if you strike their necks with the sword.”

Al-Bagir smiled and then said, “O Ibrahim, from here the deeds of the nasibs were destroyed,
while entering the blazing fire, and that is why Allah said, ‘And We shall turn to whatever deeds they
did (in this life), and We shall make such deeds as floating dust scattered about.”" Woe to you, do
you know, O Ibrahim, what is the reason for that?”

Lbrahim said, “No, O Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah, explain it to me because I
might stay up all night and not know the reason.”

Al-Bagir said, “O Ibrahim, verily Allah still remains an Ancient Knower, who created things
from nothing, so whoever claims that Allah created things from something has disbelieved. So it was

from good earth, then He caused pure, flowing water to gush out of it and He presented upon it our

2! The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 25, Verse 23
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Wilaya, the Ahlul-Bayt, and it accepted it. Then He made the water flow on it for seven days until
He folded it and spread it out. Then the water dried from it and He took from the pureness of the
clay some clay. Then He made that the clay of the Imams. Then that clay was washed and He created
from it our Shia, then those who love us. And if your clay was left as our clay was, O Ibrahim, you
and us would have been the same.”

So Ibrabim said, “O Master, what did He do to our clay?”

Al-Bagir said, “Then I shall tell you. Verily, Allah created the earth and it became evil and rotted
and so He caused salty, stagnant water to gush out of itand presented upon it our Wilaya, the Ahlul-
Bayt, but it did not accept it. So He made the water flow upon it for seven days until He folded and
spread it out, then the water dried from it, so He took from that clay and created the tyrants and
Imams of disbelief. Then He mixed it with your clay, O Ibrahim, and had your clay been left
unmixed with their clay, they would have never bore the two testimonies, nor would they have
prayed or fasted or given zakat (almsgiving) or made pilgrimage. And they would not have given
what they were entrusted with, and they would not have looked like you in image as well and there
is nothing greater upon the believer than to see the image of his enemy resembling his image.”

1brabim said, “O Master, what did Allah do with the clay?”

Al-Bagir said, “He mixed and combined them.”

Ibrabim said, “With what did He mix them?”

He said, “With the first pure water and the second salty water. Then he molded them like the
molding of the earth/clay. And He took from them a handful and said, “Those ones to Paradise and
Ido not care.” And He took another handful and said, “Those ones to Hell and I do not care.” Then
He mixed between them too and placed the Naskh of the believer and his clay upon the Naskh of
the disbeliever and his clay. So whatever one of our Shia brings forth of fornication or homosexuality
or betrayal or abandoning prayer or fasting or pilgrimage or jzbad is from the Naskh of the disbeliever
that they were mixed with. And whatever the nasib: brings forth of prayer or fasting or pilgrimage
ot jthad or pious deeds is from the Naskh of the believer and his clay and his element. Because prayer
and fasting and pilgrimage and jihad and pious deeds are from the Naskh of the believer, and
fornication and homosexuality and drinking alcohol and committing sins and bad deeds are from
the Naskh of the nasibis. So if these works are presented upon Allah, He says, “The Pronouncer
knows it and His preceding judgment.” And He says, ‘I am the Knowledgeable and Wise, and I am
Just, I do no injustice, and I am Fair and do not oppress, so return these works to their essence.” So
the deeds/works return to their evil element and stick to it because they were from it, and the good
works return to their essence that the good, pure deeds are from, to the Naskh of the believer and his
clay and pure element, because it was from it.” Then Al-Bagir read, ““ Allah forbid that we take other
than him with whom we found our property: Indeed (if we did so), we should be acting
wrongfully.®? O Ibrahim, by Allah, that is its interpretation in the inner/esoteric of our

knowledge.” Then Al-Bagir said, “O Ibrahim, tell me about the sun if it rises, are its rays seen in the

22 The Holy Quran, Chapter 12, Verse 79
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lands clearly from the disc or are they inside of it?”

Isaid, “O Master, as for when it rises, they are apparent and as for when it sets, they are connected
to it.”

Al-Bagir said, “Isn’tit so that when the sun sets, all of the rays connect to the disc?”

1 said, “Yes, they all return to it.”

He said, “As such does everything return to its kind and Naskh and origin and element. So if it
was the Day of Judgment, all of these works are presented to Allah and He rips out the Naskb of the
nasibi and his clay that is mixed with the clay of the believer, and He rips out of the believer his
weights and sins and returns them to the zas7bi and the evil of his clay, if it is mixed with the clay of
the believer. And He gives the nasibi the weights and sins, if the weights and sins are from the Naskh
of the nasibi and his essence and element. And Allah commands and so the clay of the believer is
ripped out of the nasibi with his prayers and pious deeds and He returns it to the believer because
these works were from the Naskh and essence and element of the believer. So do you see here, O
Ibrahim, any injustice, enmity, oppression and falsehood?”

Isaid, “God forbid, verily Allah [knows] His servants and their works and knowledge and Naskh
and essence, and this O Master, is the determining judgment on the Day of Recompense.”

Al-Bagir said, “O Ibrahim, verily from this judgment is the determining judgment and just
rulings, and by the One who split the seed and gave life, I have not told you except the truth and He
is not asked about what He does and they are asked. And your Lord does no one wrong and Allah is
not unjust to the servants. And verily, the truth is with your Lord so do not be of those who doubt.”

I said, “My Master, I have believed in your secrets and what you announce openly, and your
apparent and inner, and in your hidden secret and your apparent and hidden, then in your hidden
secrets. By Allah, O Master, I am amazed by what has reached me from one of you, O Master.”

He (From Him is Peace) said, “What are you amazed by?”

He said, “O Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah, my amazement is concerning Allah
and His wisdom and knowledge and justice. He takes the good deeds of the nasibi enemies of yours
and returns them to your Shia, and takes the sins of the Shia and returns them to your enemies.”

Al-Bagir said, “Yes, by Allah who split the seed and gave life, and created Paradise and split the
Heaven and the Earth. O Ibrahim, I have not told you except that which is present in the Holy
Qur’an.”

1 said, “Master, this specifically is in the Qur’an?”

He said, “Yes, O Ibrahim, this specifically is in the Qur’an, would you like that I recite it upon
you?”

1 said, “Yes, by Allah, O Son of the Daughter of the Messenger of Allah.”

Then be read, “‘ And the Unbelievers say to those who believe: Follow our path, and we will bear
(the consequences) of your faults. Never in the least will they bear their faults: in fact they are liars!

They will bear their own burdens, and (other) burdens along with their own, and on the Day of
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Judgment they will be called to account for their falsehoods.”? It means, O Ibrahim, that they shall
carry their sins along with the sins of the believers, because the sins were from their Naskhb and trait
and essence. Shall I increase you, O Ibrahim?”

[ said, “Yes, O Master.”

He said, “They shall carry their sins in full on the Day of Judgment, as well as the sins of those
who oppress without knowing. How bad are the sins they carry, meaning from those whom they
oppress without knowing. O Ibrahim, do you know what He said concerning those who love us and
our Shia?”

1brabim said, “No, O Master.”

Al-Bagqir said, “Read this verse: Those are the ones who believed, ‘For Allah will change the evil
of such persons into good, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”?** He, Exalted is He, will
trade the sins of our Shia with good deeds on the Day of Judgment. Verily, I swear, O Ibrahim, by
the face of Allah and His magnificence, this is of His justice and fairness in His creation, and there is
no change to His judgment and ruling. Would you like, O Ibrahim, that I read to you what He said
concerning the mixture and the two clays, and the good and evil earths?”

Ibrabim said, “Yes I would love it.”

Al-Bagir said, ““Those who avoid great sins and shameful deeds, only (falling into) small faults,
verily thy Lord is ample in forgiveness. He knows you well when He brings you out of the earth,
And when ye are hidden in your mothers’ wombs. Therefore justify not yourselves: He knows best
who it is that guards against evil.”** He is saying that no one should use as a proof his fasting or
praying or pilgrimage or jzbad, for verily Allah is Rich and not in need of all that, and He knows best
His servants, the pious of them and the sinful. And no one shall win with his many prayers and
fasting, if he does not know Allah and His Preferred Ones and His enemies and his Imam and his
Proof [who is] between him and his Lord.” He said, “Shall I increase you O Ibrahim?”

He said, “Yes, O Master.”

Al-Bagir said, “Read this verse, ‘Just as He originated you, you will return. A group [of you| He
guided, and a group deserved [to be in] error. Indeed, they had taken the devils as allies instead of
Allah while they thought that they were guided.”* Allah, Exalted is He, is saying that just as He has
taken you from the pure, good earth and from the evil earth, you shall return to your essence and
origins, so whoever was from pure clay shall return to that which he was created from. And Allah’s
words, ‘Indeed, they had taken the devils as allies instead of Allah while they thought they were
guided,” means that they think, because of their many prayers and zakat (almsgiving) and pilgrimages
and other works, that they are guided. And heed this, O Ibn Ishaq, whoever deceives by our hadiths
and denies our rights, we the Imams, the Preferred Ones of Allah, nothing of His knowledge is
hidden from us, not in the Earth nor in the Heavens. We are the hand of Allah and and His side, and

23 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 29, Verses 12-13
2% The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 25, Verse 70

25 The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 53, Verse 32

2¢ The Holy Qur'an, Chapter 7, Verses 29-30
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we are the face of Allah and His eye, and wherever the believer looks he sees us, if we will Allah wills.
And do not tell anyone about this except its people. And all praises due to Allah who chose us from
the clay of the light of His ability and gave us the secret to knowing His will and He commanded us
that we make our Shias know the truth of the reality of knowing His trust, and that we rid their selves
from the pain of the punishment by His W7laya, and that we complete for them the faith of
guidance by calling towards the house of peace and its goodness in the nearness of the Most
Beneficent, Most Merciful, in His Paradises. And thus, we dip their souls in the pure, pleasant,
satisfying fountain by His mercy. Blessings to the ones who know and understand, in them Allah has
His sincere intentions. And may Allah send His prayers upon our Master Mohammed, the guide to
the truth by his message whom Allah created before the beginning and specialized him in clarifying
the clear truth, and upon his pure and blessed Family and Progeny, and the seed from all their

descendants.”
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“And all praises due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds.

The secret book titled “The Given Haft’ from the preferences of our Master Ja far
Al-Sadigq (Upon Us From Him is Peace) is completed.

And the book is called ‘Al Haft Al Shareef’ because it is the news of the beginning
of creation and how its origins were, and about its end and how He detailed it
and transferred the selves from condition to condition for the purpose of guidance.
The end, and peace is the end.”

Translation completed by Abdullah Hashem
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ABOUT THE BOOK

-0 °C/©

Al-Haft Al-Shareef is a treasure amongst treasures. It is a book written by Al-Mufaddal ibn Omar, a

true companion and true Shia, who recorded his conversations between himself and Imam Ja’far
Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace). It was a book that was kept hidden and secret for more than a
thousand years, available to only a few and available only in the Arabic language, until now.
Abdullah Hashem Aba Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace ) the Riser of the Family of Mohammed,
the exposer of falsehood and the revealer of knowledge and secrets, discovered this great manuscript
and became the very first to share and translate it into English for the world to see and benefit from.
It details the story and origin of creation and the bodies, reincarnation, reasons for birth defects,
the reality of the killing of Imam Al-Hussein (From Him is Peace), the origin of Iblis (May God
curse him), the origin of the believers, the origin of the disbelievers, and much more. In his own
words in his book, Abdullah Hashem Aba Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace) describes the manuscript

in the following excerpt:

There is a manuscript called Al-Haft Al-Shareef written by Al-Mufaddel ibn Omar who
recorded conversations between him and Imam Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace). In this Book
Imam Al-Sadig (From Him is Peace) explains in detail the concept of reincarnation in
Islam, and how Raja is equivalent to the reincarnation of souls. Imam Al-Sadig (From
Him is Peace) maps out and explains how many incarnations a soul has and explains how a
soul can reincarnate into human, animal, plant, or inanimate forms such as rocks and
stones. The book was first translated into English by us and is available for anyone to read.
Imam Abmed Al-Hassan (From Him is Peace) has stated that Al-Haft Al-Shareef is one of
the greatest books to have ever been written. It is one of the most authentic and reliable books
in Muslim history. It bas been largely preserved in its original form with minor distortions

and additions throughout time.

He quotes Imam Ahmed Al-Hassan (From Him is Peace) and what he said concerning this great
book, he said, “I have said that the book Al-Haft Al-Shareef is one of the greatest books of all time
but it also has in it a small amount of corruption.”

The people, including the Muslims in general, were deprived of knowing about and having
access to this great manuscript until today. Now it is between your hands, in a time in which the

Mahdi spreads truth and knowledge to the world just as prophesied by the Ahlul-Bayt (From

! The Goal of the Wise, Abdullah Hashem Aba Al-Sadig, Door 9 (Reincarnation), pp. 140-141
2 The Goal of the Wise, Abdullah Hashem Aba Al-Sadiq, Door 9 (Reincarnation), p. 144
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Them is Peace). And it is between the hands of the people in the English language, due to the
diligence and dedication of the Qaim of the Family of Mohammed (From Him is Peace).
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Unveiling a long-hidden treasure of wisdom and profound
knowledge, ‘Al-Haft Al-Shareef’ takes readers on a transformative
and mystical journey into the mysteries of creation. Delving into
pivotal truths that have long been shrouded in mystery, the secret
manuscript sheds light on the concepts of reincarnation and
transmigration and esoteric meaning/truths underlying significant
historical events, including the crucifixion of Christ and the killing
of Imam Al-Hussein, the Grandson of Prophet Mohammed
(PBUH & His Family).

Authored by Al-Mufaddal ibn Omar, a close companion and
devout Shia, this remarkable manuscript chronicles intimate
dialogues between him and the sixth Imam from the progeny of
Prophet Mohammed, Imam Ja’far Al-Sadiq (From Him is Peace).
Previously inaccessible to English-speaking audiences, this pivotal
work is now unveiled to the world by the Riser of the Family of
Mohammed, Abdullah Hashem Aba Al-Sadiq who was the first to
translate it into English. Thanks to this translation, readers not
only gain access to the fascinating contents of this manuscript but
also insights guided by the divine knowledge of the infallible Imam
of this day and age and the promised Riser of the Family of
Mohammed, Abdullah Hashem, Aba Al-Sadiq.

Prepare to embark on a journey of enlightenment and discovery
as ‘Al-Haft Al-Shareef’ reveals its timeless secrets.




